
25th Sunday After Pentecost 

November 19, 2023 

Mark 2:4 Adaptive Worship Service 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1812 North Highland Avenue                                        727-446-5026 

Clearwater, Florida  33755                                 office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church         Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 

Welcome! Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah pro-

claims that the coming day of the Lord will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul 

says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus 

tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, 

for the greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we 

gather around signs of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the 

good news of Christ’s coming among us. 



TABLE GRACE 

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together. 

Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our head. We thank you, God, for 

daily bread. Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                           Verses 1 & 4  



4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all 

its peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice 

and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  

Introduction to the Lesson: Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day 

of Christ’s return, we live faithfully in the here and now as we anticipate the day 

when we will be given eternal salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Reader: There is no need to write you, friends, about the times and occasions when 

these things will happen. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the Day of the 

Lord will come as a thief comes at night. 3 When people say, “Everything is quiet 

and safe,” then suddenly destruction will hit them! It will come as suddenly as the 

pains that come upon a woman in labor, and people will not escape. 4 But you, 

friends, are not in the darkness, and the Day should not take you by surprise like a 

thief. 5 All of you are people who belong to the light, who belong to the day. We 

do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6 So then, we should not be sleeping 

like the others; we should be awake and sober. 7 It is at night when people sleep; it 

is at night when they get drunk. 8 But we belong to the day, and we should be so-

ber. We must wear faith and love as a breastplate, and our hope of salvation as a 

helmet. 9 God did not choose us to suffer his anger, but to possess salvation 



through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us in order that we might live to-

gether with him, whether we are alive or dead when he comes. 11 And so encour-

age one another and help one another, just as you are now doing. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 25:14-30         

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicat-
ing that it is not sufficient merely to maintain things as they are. Those who await 

his return should make good use of the gifts that God has provided them. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 25th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

14 “At that time the Kingdom of heaven will be like this. Once there was a man 

who was about to leave home on a trip; he called his servants and put them in 

charge of his property. 15 He gave to each one according to his ability: to one he 

gave five thousand gold coins, to another he gave two thousand, and to another he 

gave one thousand. Then he left on his trip. 16 The servant who had received five 

thousand coins went at once and invested his money and earned another five thou-

sand. 17 In the same way the servant who had received two thousand coins earned 

another two thousand. 18 But the servant who had received one thousand coins 

went off, dug a hole in the ground, and hid his master's money. 19 “After a long 

time the master of those servants came back and settled accounts with 

them. 20 The servant who had received five thousand coins came in and handed 

over the other five thousand. ‘You gave me five thousand coins, sir,’ he said. 

‘Look! Here are another five thousand that I have earned.’ 21 ‘Well done, you 

good and faithful servant!’ said his master. ‘You have been faithful in managing 

small amounts, so I will put you in charge of large amounts. Come on in and share 

my happiness!’ 22 Then the servant who had been given two thousand coins came 

in and said, ‘You gave me two thousand coins, sir. Look! Here are another two 

thousand that I have earned.’ 23 ‘Well done, you good and faithful servant!’ said 

his master. ‘You have been faithful in managing small amounts, so I will put you in 

charge of large amounts. Come on in and share my happiness!’ 24 Then the servant 

who had received one thousand coins came in and said, ‘Sir, I know you are a hard 

man; you reap harvests where you did not plant, and you gather crops where you 

did not scatter seed. 25 I was afraid, so I went off and hid your money in the 

ground. Look! Here is what belongs to you.’ 26 ‘You bad and lazy servant!’ his 



master said. ‘You knew, did you, that I reap harvests where I did not plant, and 

gather crops where I did not scatter seed? 27 Well, then, you should have deposited 

my money in the bank, and I would have received it all back with interest when I 

returned. 28 Now, take the money away from him and give it to the one who has 

ten thousand coins. 29 For to every person who has something, even more will be 

given, and he will have more than enough; but the person who has nothing, even 

the little that he has will be taken away from him. 30 As for this useless servant—

throw him outside in the darkness; there he will cry and gnash his teeth.’ 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

TABLE TALK                          
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ   

 

PRAYER TIME 

Worship Leader: Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for 
the church, the world, and all who are in need. 



A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: Gracious God, you give talents and gifts to all your people, and you 
equip the church to serve. Turn us from fear and self-serving ways, that we use our 
talents to glorify you and encourage our neighbor. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: You call us to honesty and integrity. Instill these values in the hearts 
of all nations and their leaders. Free any who are oppressed, expose all corruption, 
and bring redemption to victims of injustice . Lord, in your mercy, hear our pray-
er. 
 

Prayer Leader: You teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. 
Where there is sickness or sorrow, bring healing, and where there is loneliness, re-
veal your love in community. We pray especially for those on our prayer list, those 
suffering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and 
victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural and manmade disasters in-
cluding hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills, & and these people and 
circumstances we name now…………………. and those we name now with our 
lips or in our hearts …………………………. Lord, in your mercy, hear our pray-
er. 
 

Pastor: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the 
prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus 
Christ. Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling 
and strengthen us to run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy 



and rejoice with them in glory. And so, with all the saints, the choirs of angels, and 
all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 



our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  



DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. God is at work in you. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God!  
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