
2nd Sunday After Epiphany 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 

Mark 2:4 Adaptive Worship Service 
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Clearwater, Florida  33755                             office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church     Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world and the one anointed by the 

Spirit. In the liturgy we come and see Christ revealed among us in word and meal. 

We go forth to invite others to come and worship the Holy One and to receive the 

gifts of grace and peace made known among us. 
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at 

any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, and Holy Com-

munion is served with gluten-free bread & grape juice.  

 

 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                          Verses 1 & 4 

 



4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.   

 

 
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold 

us forever, that through your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, 

follow you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

Congregation: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING   1 Corinthians 1:1-9                                    

Introduction to the Lesson: Though God’s church in Corinth is a fractious congre-
gation beset with many conflicts, Paul opens this letter by spotlighting the multiple 
ways God has enriched and sustained its life as part of the divine call into the fel-
lowship of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Reader: From Paul, who was called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ 

Jesus, and from our brother Sosthenes— 2 To the church of God which is in Cor-

inth, to all who are called to be God's holy people, who belong to him in union 

with Christ Jesus, together with all people everywhere who worship our Lord Jesus 

Christ, their Lord and ours: 3 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give 

you grace and peace. 4 I always give thanks to my God for you because of the 

grace he has given you through Christ Jesus. 5 For in union with Christ you have 

become rich in all things, including all speech and all knowledge. 6 The message 



about Christ has become so firmly established in you 7 that you have not failed to 

receive a single blessing, as you wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He 

will also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be faultless on the Day of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is to be trusted, the God who called you to have fellow-

ship with his Son Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    John 1:29-42         

Introduction to the Gospel: Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by 
John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s child. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 1st chapter.  
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

29 The next day John saw Jesus coming to him, and said, “There is the Lamb of 

God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I was talking about 

when I said, ‘A man is coming after me, but he is greater than I am, because he ex-

isted before I was born.’ 31 I did not know who he would be, but I came baptizing 

with water in order to make him known to the people of Israel.” 32 And John gave 

this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down like a dove from heaven and stay on 

him. 33 I still did not know that he was the one, but God, who sent me to baptize 

with water, had said to me, ‘You will see the Spirit come down and stay on a man; 

he is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen it,” said John, “and 

I tell you that he is the Son of God.” 

35 The next day John was standing there again with two of his disciples, 36 when 

he saw Jesus walking by. “There is the Lamb of God!” he said. 37 The two disci-

ples heard him say this and went with Jesus. 38 Jesus turned, saw them following 

him, and asked, “What are you looking for?” They answered, “Where do you live, 

Rabbi?” (This word means “Teacher.”) 39 “Come and see,” he answered. (It was 

then about four o'clock in the afternoon.) So they went with him and saw where he 

lived, and spent the rest of that day with him. 40 One of them was Andrew, Simon 

Peter's brother. 41 At once he found his brother Simon and told him, “We have 

found the Messiah.” (This word means “Christ.”) 42 Then he took Simon to Jesus. 

Jesus looked at him and said, “Your name is Simon son of John, but you will be 

called Cephas.” (This is the same as Peter and means “a rock.”) 43 The next day 

Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Come with 



me!” (44 Philip was from Bethsaida, the town where Andrew and Peter lived.) 45 

Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one whom Moses wrote 

about in the book of the Law and whom the prophets also wrote about. He is Jesus 

son of Joseph, from Nazareth.” 46 “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” Na-

thanael asked. “Come and see,” answered Philip. 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael 

coming to him, he said about him, “Here is a real Israelite; there is nothing false in 

him!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw 

you when you were under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49 “Teacher,” an-

swered Nathanael, “you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 

 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON            
 

HYMN OF THE DAY               This Little Light of Mine         



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Worship Leader: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: Put a new song in the mouth of your church. Inspire the baptized to 
tell of your faithfulness, sharing the good news of your salvation throughout the 
earth. Bless the witness of missionaries. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: You are glorified in the servants you have called. With Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., give us bold trust in you. Even when it feels like a sharp sword or 
polished arrow, give us courage to receive your call to repentance and racial jus-
tice. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: You incline your ear to all who cry to you. Draw near to individuals 
and communities suffering violence, injustice, illness, or poverty. Hide them in the 
shadow of your hand and make us signs of your faithfulness to all in need. We pray 
for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as the people 
of Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural disasters in-
cluding hurricanes, blizzards and floods & and these people and circumstances we 
name now……………. and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts 
………. Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom 
and power revealed in Christ crucified. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 



Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.  
 
Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 



LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG                The Doxology  
 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 

Light refreshments are served after the service.  Please stay for cookies and conversation. 
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