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Welcome! Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criti-

cized for eating with tax collectors and sinners—the religiously nonobservant. Je-

sus criticizes the self-righteous and reminds us that mercy is to be at the heart of 

our religious practices. God continues to be made known in those on the margins 

of society, like Matthew the tax collector and the hemorrhaging woman. As we 

gather each Lord’s day we receive the healing that makes us well and sends us 

forth to be signs of God’s mercy for the world.   
 

 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                           Verses 1 & 3  



3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. 
By the power of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to 
the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Congregation: 
Amen. 
 

 

FIRST READING   Romans 4:13-25  
Introduction to the Lesson: Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right rela-
tionships. For Abraham and for us, a right relationship with God involves trusting 
that God’s promises will be fulfilled because God makes the dead alive and calls 
into existence what otherwise does not exist. 
 

Reader:  13 When God promised Abraham and his descendants that the world 

would belong to him, he did so, not because Abraham obeyed the Law, but because 

he believed and was accepted as righteous by God. 14 For if what God promises is 

to be given to those who obey the Law, then faith means nothing and God's prom-

ise is worthless. 15 The Law brings down God's anger; but where there is no law, 

there is no disobeying of the law. 

16 And so the promise was based on faith, in order that the promise should be 

guaranteed as God's free gift to all of Abraham's descendants—not just to those 

who obey the Law, but also to those who believe as Abraham did. For Abraham is 

the spiritual father of us all; 17 as the scripture says, “I have made you father of 

many nations.” So the promise is good in the sight of God, in whom Abraham be-

lieved—the God who brings the dead to life and whose command brings into being 



what did not exist. 18 Abraham believed and hoped, even when there was no rea-

son for hoping, and so became “the father of many nations.” Just as the scripture 

says, “Your descendants will be as many as the stars.” 19 He was then almost one 

hundred years old; but his faith did not weaken when he thought of his body, which 

was already practically dead, or of the fact that Sarah could not have children. 20 

His faith did not leave him, and he did not doubt God's promise; his faith filled him 

with power, and he gave praise to God. 21 He was absolutely sure that God would 

be able to do what he had promised. 22 That is why Abraham, through faith, “was 

accepted as righteous by God.” 23 The words “he was accepted as righteous” were 

not written for him alone. 24 They were written also for us who are to be accepted 

as righteous, who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from death. 25 Be-

cause of our sins he was given over to die, and he was raised to life in order to put 

us right with God. 
 

 After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26         

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting 
the unacceptable and curing the incurable. Even the dead receive new life. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 9th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

9 Jesus left that place, and as he walked along, he saw a tax collector, named Mat-
thew, sitting in his office. He said to him, “Follow me.” Matthew got up and fol-
lowed him. 10 While Jesus was having a meal in Matthew's house, many tax col-
lectors and other outcasts came and joined Jesus and his disciples at the table. 11 
Some Pharisees saw this and asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with 
such people?” 12 Jesus heard them and answered, “People who are well do not 
need a doctor, but only those who are sick. 13 Go and find out what is meant by 
the scripture that says: ‘It is kindness that I want, not animal sacrifices.’ I have not 
come to call respectable people, but outcasts.” 
18 While Jesus was saying this, a Jewish official came to him, knelt down before 
him, and said, “My daughter has just died; but come and place your hands on her, 
and she will live.” 19 So Jesus got up and followed him, and his disciples went 
along with him. 20 A woman who had suffered from severe bleeding for twelve 
years came up behind Jesus and touched the edge of his cloak. 21 She said to her-
self, “If only I touch his cloak, I will get well.” 22 Jesus turned around and saw 



her, and said, “Courage, my daughter! Your faith has made you well.” At that very 
moment the woman became well. 23 Then Jesus went into the official's house. 
When he saw the musicians for the funeral and the people all stirred up, 24 he said, 
“Get out, everybody! The little girl is not dead—she is only sleeping!” Then they 
all started making fun of him. 25 But as soon as the people had been put out, Jesus 
went into the girl's room and took hold of her hand, and she got up. 26 The news 
about this spread all over that part of the country. 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                          
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                vs. 1 & 2  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Worship Leader: Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a 
world in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: We pray, O God, for creation. Tend forests and fields and safeguard 
all cattle, birds, and wild animals. Preserve lakes, rivers, and oceans and send rains 
to water the earth. Revive lands recovering from natural and manmade disasters. 
Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: We pray, O God, for the nations. Awaken in our leaders compassion 
for people who have too often felt forgotten or neglected, and inspire policy solu-
tions that promote equity and inclusion. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: We pray, O God, for all who are in need. Accompany anyone en-
during chronic illness, any who suffer in secret, and those grieving a loved one’s 
death. Send healing for all who plead for relief from sickness or pain. We pray es-
pecially for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as the 
people of Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural and 
manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills, & 
and these people and circumstances we name now……………. and those we name 
now with our lips or in our hearts ……….  Risen Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers 
and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 



Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 



LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

 



 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Alleluia! He is risen!! Go in peace.  

Congregation: He is risen indeed!! Alleluia!!! Thanks be to God!  
 

POSTLUDE 
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