
2nd Sunday in Lent 

February 25, 2024 

Mark 2:4 Adaptive Worship Service & Café 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1812 North Highland Avenue                                        727-446-5026 

Clearwater, Florida  33755                                 office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church         Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 

Welcome! The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with 

Abraham and Sarah: God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, with 

whom God will remain in everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all 

who share Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life into being where there was 

no life. We receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and 

Abraham receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get new identi-

ties in baptism, as we put on Christ. 



TABLE GRACE 

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together. 

Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our head. We thank you, God, for 

daily bread. Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONGS                All Are Welcome                        Verse 1  
 



     The Glory of These Forty Days                        Verse 1 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instru-

ment of shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the 

cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 



FIRST READING   Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16  

Introduction to the Lesson: As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with 

Abraham and Sarah. God promises this old couple that they will be the ancestors 

of nations, though they have no child together. God will miraculously bring forth 

new life from Sarah’s womb. The name changes emphasize the firmness of God’s 

promise.  

 

Reader: When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and 

said, “I am the Almighty God. Obey me and always do what is right. 2 I will make 

my covenant with you and give you many descendants.” 3 Abram bowed down 

with his face touching the ground, and God said, 4 “I make this covenant with you: 

I promise that you will be the ancestor of many nations. 5 Your name will no long-

er be Abram, but Abraham, because I am making you the ancestor of many na-

tions. 6 I will give you many descendants, and some of them will be kings. You 

will have so many descendants that they will become nations. 

7 “I will keep my promise to you and to your descendants in future generations as 

an everlasting covenant. I will be your God and the God of your descendants.  

15 God said to Abraham, “You must no longer call your wife Sarai; from now on 

her name is Sarah. 16 I will bless her, and I will give you a son by her. I will bless 

her, and she will become the mother of nations, and there will be kings among her 

descendants.”  

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Mark 8:31-38         

Introduction to the Gospel: After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messi-
ah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first time what is to come. Peter’s response indi-
cates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross that Jesus will travel. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 8th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

9 31 Then Jesus began to teach his disciples: “The Son of Man must suffer much 

and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the teachers of the Law. He will 

be put to death, but three days later he will rise to life.” 32 He made this very clear 

to them. So Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But Jesus turned 

around, looked at his disciples, and rebuked Peter. “Get away from me, Satan,” he 

said. “Your thoughts don't come from God but from human nature!” 



34 Then Jesus called the crowd and his disciples to him. “If any of you want to 

come with me,” he told them, “you must forget yourself, carry your cross, and fol-

low me. 35 For if you want to save your own life, you will lose it; but if you lose 

your life for me and for the gospel, you will save it. 36 Do you gain anything if 

you win the whole world but lose your life? Of course not! 37 There is nothing you 

can give to regain your life. 38 If you are ashamed of me and of my teaching in 

this godless and wicked day, then the Son of Man will be ashamed of you when he 

comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”  

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

TABLE TALK                          

 

HYMN OF THE DAY       In the Cross of Christ I Glory       verses 1 & 2   



PRAYER TIME 

Worship Leader: Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for 
the church, the well-being of creation, and a world in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: We turn to you for meaning, holy God. Nurture in your children the 
gifts of the Spirit poured out in baptism and let the mind of Christ guide the 
church. Give wisdom and discernment to our bishops, pastors, deacons, teachers, 
and leaders. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: We turn to you for justice. Uphold the worth and dignity of every 
person, especially any who experience hatred and rejection because of gender, abil-
ity, sexual orientation, color, ethnicity, or religion. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: We turn to you for healing. Send compassionate helpers to any who 
suffer because of war and violence. Shelter unhoused people, befriend those who 
are lonely, bring hope to any in despair, and console the bereaved. We pray espe-
cially for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as the 
people of Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and victims of mass shootings, those suffering 
from natural and manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and 
chemical spills, & and these people and circumstances we name 
now…………………. and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts 
…………………………. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the 
silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Congregation: 
Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the 
waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of 
water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the saints, the choirs 
of angels, and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 

 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 



LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  



DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Go forth into the world to serve God with 

gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil 

for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all 

people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Congregation: Thanks be to God!  
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