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Welcome! John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder 

their lives so that nothing gets in the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from 

Isaiah gives the context for this radical call: the assurance of forgiveness that en-

courages us to repent; the promise that the coming one will be gentle with the little 

ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and 

say, “See, your God is coming!” We say it to one another in worship, in order to 

say it with our lives in a world in need of justice and peace.  



TABLE GRACE 

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together. 

Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our head. We thank you, God, for 

daily bread. Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                                Verse 1  
 



GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY and LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Pastor: Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our 

days of preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, kin-

dle within us the fire of your Spirit, that we may be light shining in the darkness. 

Enlighten us with your grace, that we may welcome others as you have welcomed 

us. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day 

draws near. Amen. 
 

CANDLELIGHTING CAROL     Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah      

 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 40:1-11  

Introduction to the Lesson: As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, 
Paul reminds them how the Lord has already enriched them through spiritual gifts 
and will continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord. 
 
Reader: “Comfort my people,” says our God. “Comfort them! 2 Encourage the 

people of Jerusalem. Tell them they have suffered long enough and their sins are 

now forgiven. I have punished them in full for all their sins.” 

3 A voice cries out, “Prepare in the wilderness a road for the Lord! Clear the way 

in the desert for our God! 4 Fill every valley; level every mountain. The hills will 

become a plain, and the rough country will be made smooth. 5 Then the glory of 

the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it. The Lord himself has promised 

this.” 6 A voice cries out, “Proclaim a message!” “What message shall I pro-

claim?” I ask. “Proclaim that all human beings are like grass;  they last no longer 

than wild flowers. 7 Grass withers and flowers fade when the Lord sends the wind 



blowing over them. People are no more enduring than grass. 8 Yes, grass withers 

and flowers fade, but the word of our God endures forever.” 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL LESSON    Mark 1:1-8         

Introduction to the Gospel: The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Je-
sus’ birth but with the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of 

the Lord. 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 1st chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

This is the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 It began as the prophet Isaiah had 
written: “God said, ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you to open the way for you.’ 
3 Someone is shouting in the desert, ‘Get the road ready for the Lord; make a straight path for 
him to travel!’” 4 So John appeared in the desert, baptizing and preaching. “Turn away from 
your sins and be baptized,” he told the people, “and God will forgive your sins.” 5 Many peo-
ple from the province of Judea and the city of Jerusalem went out to hear John. They confessed 
their sins, and he baptized them in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothes made of camel's hair, 
with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 7 He announced 
to the people, “The man who will come after me is much greater than I am. I am not good 
enough even to bend down and untie his sandals. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will bap-
tize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

TABLE TALK                          
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    Comfort, Comfort Now My People   verses 1 and 2    
 



PRAYER TIME 

Worship Leader: With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, 
the world, and all who await God’s day of restoration. 
A brief silence. 
 
 

Prayer Leader: Send forth your faithful people with words of promise and for-
giveness. Teach your church to be bold in revealing your good news in word and in 
deed. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Turn the hearts of the nations toward righteousness and peace. In-
crease cooperation for justice between countries, commonwealths, political parties, 
and diplomatic leaders. In times of prosperity, direct leaders to be generous for the 
sake of all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Comfort your people with tender words of love and healing. Sur-
round all who are grieving, all who know depression or anxiety, or all who feel 
lonely or forgotten. Be a steadfast presence when all else feels uncertain. We pray 
for those who suffer, especially for those on our prayer list, those suffering from 
war and terror such as the people of Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and victims of mass 
shootings, those suffering from natural and manmade disasters including hurri-
canes, blizzards, floods, fires, and chemical spills, & and these people and circum-
stances we name now…………………. and those we name now with our lips or in 
our hearts …………………………. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the 
prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus 
Christ. Congregation: Amen. 



OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 
 
Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

 
 
 



 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 



 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Keep awake. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God!  
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