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Welcome! As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to 

discipleship show us the implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the 

world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling people to repentance 

right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that 

John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the 

two sets of brothers leave everything they have known and worked for all their 

lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 



TABLE GRACE 

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together. 

Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our head. We thank you, God, for 

daily bread. Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                           Verses 1 & 4  



4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your 

service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Je-

sus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Jonah 3:1-5, 10  

Introduction to the Lesson: The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant 
prophet who is given a one-sentence message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty 
days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point of the story 
is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On whom should God have mer-
cy?” 

 

Reader: Once again the Lord spoke to Jonah. 2 He said, “Go to Nineveh, that great 

city, and proclaim to the people the message I have given you.” 3 So Jonah obeyed 

the Lord and went to Nineveh, a city so large that it took three days to walk 

through it. 4 Jonah started through the city, and after walking a whole day, he pro-

claimed, “In forty days Nineveh will be destroyed!” 5 The people of Nineveh be-

lieved God's message. So they decided that everyone should fast, and all the peo-

ple, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth to show that they had repented. 

10 God saw what they did; he saw that they had given up their wicked behavior. So 

he changed his mind and did not punish them as he had said he would. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

 



GOSPEL LESSON    Mark 1:14-20         

Introduction to the Gospel: Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a 
message that becomes known as “the gospel” or good news from God. God is 
ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with repentance and 

faith. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 1st chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

14 After John had been put in prison, Jesus went to Galilee and preached the Good 

News from God. 15 “The right time has come,” he said, “and the Kingdom of God 

is near! Turn away from your sins and believe the Good News!” 16 As Jesus 

walked along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw two fishermen, Simon and his 

brother Andrew, catching fish with a net. 17 Jesus said to them, “Come with me, 

and I will teach you to catch people.” 18 At once they left their nets and went with 

him. 19 He went a little farther on and saw two other brothers, James and John, the 

sons of Zebedee. They were in their boat getting their nets ready. 20 As soon as Je-

sus saw them, he called them; they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the 

hired men and went with Jesus. 

 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

TABLE TALK                          

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ   



 

PRAYER TIME 

Worship Leader: As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for 
God’s blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: God our rock and deliverance, do not let your church be shaken. We 
trust you never abandon your promises to the most vulnerable among us. Give your 
church wisdom and empathy in its varied ministries. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of resurrection and new life, as the first disciples shared the 
good news, empower us and this faith community to be open to your call. When 
we are uncertain of your call, assure us. When we have strayed from your ways, re-
direct us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: God who cares for the suffering, care for survivors of assault and 
sexual abuse and sustain all who minister to them. Keep safe any who live under 
threat of violence, those living in poverty, and any among us who are ill or in pain. 
We pray especially for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror 
such as the people of Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and victims of mass shootings, 
those suffering from natural and manmade disasters including hurricanes, bliz-
zards, floods, and chemical spills, & and these people and circumstances we name 
now…………………. and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts 
…………………………. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the 
silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Congregation: 
Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 



and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the 
waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of 
water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the saints, the choirs 
of angels, and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

 



 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 



SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.  

Congregation: Thanks be to God!  
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