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Welcome! We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an in-

vitation to freedom. This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and pa-

tience. This is freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us from the 

fullness of the life God has given us. This is the path of life. 
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any 

point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available 

for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with 

gluten-free bread and grape juice. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG           All Are Welcome                                 Verses 1 & 5 



5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

 

 

 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-

ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray. Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, 

and you favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leav-

ing behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING     Galatians 5:1, 13-25  

Introduction to the Lesson: For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do 

whatever we want. It is the invitation to be what we could not be otherwise. The power 

and guidance of Christ’s Holy Spirit produce a different kind of life, one marked by the 

fruit of this Holy Spirit. 

 
Reader: 1 Freedom is what we have—Christ has set us free! Stand, then, as free people, 

and do not allow yourselves to become slaves again.  

 

13 As for you, my friends, you were called to be free. But do not let this freedom be-

come an excuse for letting your physical desires control you. Instead, let love make you 

serve one another. 14 For the whole Law is summed up in one commandment: “Love 



your neighbor as you love yourself.” 15 But if you act like wild animals, hurting and 

harming each other, then watch out, or you will completely destroy one another. 

16 What I say is this: let the Spirit direct your lives, and you will not satisfy the desires 

of the human nature. 17 For what our human nature wants is opposed to what the Spirit 

wants, and what the Spirit wants is opposed to what our human nature wants. These two 

are enemies, and this means that you cannot do what you want to do. 18 If the Spirit 

leads you, then you are not subject to the Law. 

19 What human nature does is quite plain. It shows itself in immoral, filthy, and inde-

cent actions; 20 in worship of idols and witchcraft. People become enemies and they 

fight; they become jealous, angry, and ambitious. They separate into parties and 

groups; 21 they are envious, get drunk, have orgies, and do other things like these. I 

warn you now as I have before: those who do these things will not possess the Kingdom 

of God. 

22 But the Spirit produces love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-

ness, 23 humility, and self-control. There is no law against such things as these. 24 And 

those who belong to Christ Jesus have put to death their human nature with all its pas-

sions and desires. 25 The Spirit has given us life; he must also control our lives. 26 We 

must not be proud or irritate one another or be jealous of one another. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL    Luke 9:51-62                    
Introduction to the Lesson: Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Je-

rusalem and will not be swayed by pettiness. In a series of striking cases in point, he 

calls his disciples to a similar single-mindedness.  

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 9th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

51 As the time drew near when Jesus would be taken up to heaven, he made up his mind 
and set out on his way to Jerusalem. 52 He sent messengers ahead of him, who went in-
to a village in Samaria to get everything ready for him. 53 But the people there would 
not receive him, because it was clear that he was on his way to Jerusalem. 54 When the 
disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down 
from heaven to destroy them?” 
55 Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 Then Jesus and his disciples went on to another 
village. 
57 As they went on their way, a man said to Jesus, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
58 Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has 
no place to lie down and rest.” 



59 He said to another man, “Follow me.” 
But that man said, “Sir, first let me go back and bury my father.” 
60 Jesus answered, “Let the dead bury their own dead. You go and proclaim the King-
dom of God.” 
61 Someone else said, “I will follow you, sir; but first let me go and say good-bye to my 
family.” 
62 Jesus said to him, “Anyone who starts to plow and then keeps looking back is of no 
use for the Kingdom of God.”. 
 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 
A Grave Misunderstanding 

When was the last time you were misunderstood? Was it a social media post taken in a 
way you didn’t intend? A conversation with a relative that turned unintentionally tense? 
Maybe it was when you were giving directions to your children and they ended up lost 
or doing the wrong thing. 

It’s frustrating to be misunderstood, especially by those you love. In today’s gospel read-
ing Jesus is misunderstood by just about everyone. We find him today setting his “face 
to go to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51), an ominous phrase intended to give the hearers of this 
text a sense of the foreboding future: confrontation, crucifixion, and the grave. 

The Samaritans (outcasts in the eyes of the Judeans) didn’t understand his singular 
mindset. Neither do the disciples, who think he may want vengeance when truly he is 
seeking purposeful peace. His followers want to clear up tasks and other duties before 
walking the road he is walking. What none of them understand is that where Jesus is go-
ing and what he is about to do will require his full attention, his full body, his full heart. 
He cannot be stopped, he has no heart for retribution, and he has no time for other tasks; 
salvation is at hand. 

It’s a grave misunderstanding. 

On this final Sunday in June we find Jesus making clear that God’s gracious work will 
take undivided attention and deserves ours, because the love of God seen through Christ 
will redeem our whole selves: the parts of our being that feel like outcasts, the parts of 
our hearts that desire vengeance over forgiveness, and the distracted parts of our heads 
that just don’t seem to understand God’s mission. 

God’s work in Jesus is comprehensive. We often have a hard time understanding this be-

cause our world is fragmented, distracted, and distracting in so many ways. But if there’s 

any misunderstanding today, the singular focus of Jesus provides clarity.  

 

SERMON 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY        Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways     verses 1 & 2   

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Worship Leader: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrec-
tion for the church, people in need, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of faithfulness, set the face of your church firmly on you. Rooted in 
your self-giving love, may the church find freedom in loving our neighbors. Lord, in 
your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of peace, guide all who govern, that they place the good of their citi-
zens above self-promotion. Anoint leaders of nations with your Spirit of neighborly love. 
Protect refugees and all who live under tyranny or conflict. Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of kindness, reveal your healing presence to all who are sick or dy-
ing (including all those suffering from violence, terror, and natural disasters, such as the 
people of Ukraine, Buffalo, and Uvalde, and those impacted by wildfires and COVID-
19), and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts, ……… Uphold those who 
grieve. Support the needs of any who are unemployed, hungry, or have nowhere to lay 
their heads. Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

 
OFFERING 



Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-

nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  
Worship Leader: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all 

things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life 

into being. For your Word of life, O God, 

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Worship Leader: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful 

gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, 

wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise. 
 

Worship Leader: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to 

witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your 

self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise. 
 

Worship Leader: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew 

our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faith-

ful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language 
is closest to our hearts. 



Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  
 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and 

have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the 

world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.  

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 


