
Third Sunday in Lent 

March 12, 2023 
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1812 North Highland Avenue                                  727-446-5026 

Clearwater, Florida  33755                             office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church     Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes 

the basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense preparation 

for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at 

the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. 
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at 

any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, and Holy Com-

munion is served with gluten-free bread & grape juice.  

 

GATHERING SONGS                 All Are Welcome                           Verse 1  



               Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling                          Verse 3 

 

 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you 

bring us to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promis-

es, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 



FIRST READING   Exodus 17:1-7                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and 
put God to the test, Moses cried out in desperation to God. God commanded Moses 
to strike the rock to provide water for the people. The doubt-filled question—“Is 
the Lord among us or not?”—received a very positive answer. 
 

The whole Israelite community left the desert of Sin, moving from one place to an-

other at the command of the Lord. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no wa-

ter there to drink. 2 They complained to Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” 

Moses answered, “Why are you complaining? Why are you putting the Lord to the 

test?” 3 But the people were very thirsty and continued to complain to Moses. 

They said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt? To kill us and our children and our 

livestock with thirst?” 4 Moses prayed earnestly to the Lord and said, “What can I 

do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 The Lord said to Mo-

ses, “Take some of the leaders of Israel with you, and go on ahead of the people. 

Take along the stick with which you struck the Nile. 6 I will stand before you on a 

rock at Mount Sinai. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to 

drink.” Moses did so in the presence of the leaders of Israel. 7 The place was 

named Massah and Meribah,because the Israelites complained and put the Lord to 

the test when they asked, “Is the Lord with us or not?”  
 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    John 4:5-42         

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman 

in conversation. Her testimony, in turn, leads many others to faith. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 4th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 

5 In Samaria he came to a town named Sychar, which was not far from the field 

that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired 

out by the trip, sat down by the well. It was about noon. 7 A Samaritan woman 

came to draw some water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink of water.” (8 His 

disciples had gone into town to buy food.) 9 The woman answered, “You are a Jew, 

and I am a Samaritan—so how can you ask me for a drink?” (Jews will not use the 

same cups and bowls that Samaritans use.) 10 Jesus answered, “If you only knew 



what God gives and who it is that is asking you for a drink, you would ask him, 

and he would give you life-giving water.” 11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you don't 

have a bucket, and the well is deep. Where would you get that life-giving water? 

12 It was our ancestor Jacob who gave us this well; he and his children and his 

flocks all drank from it. You don't claim to be greater than Jacob, do you?” 13 Je-

sus answered, “Those who drink this water will get thirsty again, 14 but those who 

drink the water that I will give them will never be thirsty again. The water that I 

will give them will become in them a spring which will provide them with life-

giving water and give them eternal life.” 15 “Sir,” the woman said, “give me that 

water! Then I will never be thirsty again, nor will I have to come here to draw wa-

ter.” 16 “Go and call your husband,” Jesus told her, “and come back.” 17 “I don't 

have a husband,” she answered. Jesus replied, “You are right when you say you 

don't have a husband. 18 You have been married to five men, and the man you live 

with now is not really your husband. You have told me the truth.” 19 “I see you are 

a prophet, sir,” the woman said. 20 “My Samaritan ancestors worshiped God on 

this mountain, but you Jews say that Jerusalem is the place where we should wor-

ship God.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, the time will come when 

people will not worship the Father either on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22 You 

Samaritans do not really know whom you worship; but we Jews know whom we 

worship, because it is from the Jews that salvation comes. 23 But the time is com-

ing and is already here, when by the power of God's Spirit people will worship the 

Father as he really is, offering him the true worship that he wants. 24 God is Spirit, 

and only by the power of his Spirit can people worship him as he really is.” 25 The 

woman said to him, “I know that the Messiah will come, and when he comes, he 

will tell us everything.” 26 Jesus answered, “I am he, I who am talking with you.” 
 

27 At that moment Jesus' disciples returned, and they were greatly surprised to find 

him talking with a woman. But none of them said to her, “What do you want?” or 

asked him, “Why are you talking with her?” 28 Then the woman left her water jar, 

went back to the town, and said to the people there, 29 “Come and see the man 

who told me everything I have ever done. Could he be the Messiah?” 30 So they 

left the town and went to Jesus. 31 In the meantime the disciples were begging Je-

sus, “Teacher, have something to eat!” 32 But he answered, “I have food to eat that 

you know nothing about.” 33 So the disciples started asking among themselves, 

“Could somebody have brought him food?” 34 “My food,” Jesus said to them, “is 



to obey the will of the one who sent me and to finish the work he gave me to do. 

35 You have a saying, ‘Four more months and then the harvest.’ But I tell you, take 

a good look at the fields; the crops are now ripe and ready to be harvested! 36 The 

one who reaps the harvest is being paid and gathers the crops for eternal life; so the 

one who plants and the one who reaps will be glad together. 37 For the saying is 

true, ‘Someone plants, someone else reaps.’ 38 I have sent you to reap a harvest in 

a field where you did not work; others worked there, and you profit from their 

work.” 39 Many of the Samaritans in that town believed in Jesus because the wom-

an had said, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 40 So when the Samaritans 

came to him, they begged him to stay with them, and Jesus stayed there two days. 

41 Many more believed because of his message, 42 and they told the woman, “We 

believe now, not because of what you said, but because we ourselves have heard 

him, and we know that he really is the Savior of the world.”  

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON            
 

HYMN OF THE DAY               O Lord, Hear My Prayer          



 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Worship Leader: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: We pray for your church. Bless partnerships with other Christians 
and inter-religious dialogue. Guide the daily work of denominational and congre-
gational leaders. Strengthen our combined witness for the sake of the gospel, that 
all experience your life-giving love. Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our 
prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: We pray for the nations of the world. Topple the dividing walls that 
separate us from our neighbors. Form us into your beloved community where di-
versity of gender, race, language, ability, and ethnic origin is celebrated and af-
firmed. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: We pray for those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit. Be present 
with all who are lonely, and give courage to all who are afraid. Comfort those who 
live with chronic illness or other sickness. We pray for those on our prayer list, 
those suffering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine and victims of 
mass shootings, those suffering from natural and manmade disasters including hur-
ricanes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills, & and these people and circum-
stances we name now……………. and those we name now with our lips or in our 
hearts ………. Give them your living water always. Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom 
and power revealed in Christ crucified. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

 



Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy 
for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the full-
ness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.  
 
Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   



Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Serve in love.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 
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