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Welcome! The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of 

Israel’s history: the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery. The command-

ments begin with the statement that because God alone has freed us from the pow-

ers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else claim first place in our lives. When 

Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is defending the worship of God 

alone and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become our gods. 

The Ten Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in God’s 

liberating love, we strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities and the 

world. 



TABLE GRACE 

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together. 

Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our head. We thank you, God, for 

daily bread. Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONGS                All Are Welcome                        Verse 1  
 



     The Glory of These Forty Days                        Verse 2 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faith-

fully and act courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach 

us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

FIRST READING   Exodus 20:1-17  



Introduction to the Lesson: After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to 

Mount Sinai, where God teaches them how to live in community. The Ten Com-

mandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of worship. Flowing from God, the 

life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, and respect 

for life, family, and property.  

 

Reader: God spoke, and these were his words: 2 “I am the Lord your God who 

brought you out of Egypt, where you were slaves. 

3 “Worship no god but me. 

4 “Do not make for yourselves images of anything in heaven or on earth or in the 

water under the earth. 5 Do not bow down to any idol or worship it, because I am 

the Lord your God and I tolerate no rivals. I bring punishment on those who hate 

me and on their descendants down to the third and fourth generation. 6 But I show 

my love to thousands of generations of those who love me and obey my laws. 

7 “Do not use my name for evil purposes, for I, the Lord your God, will punish an-

yone who misuses my name. 

8 “Observe the Sabbath and keep it holy. 9 You have six days in which to do your 

work, 10 but the seventh day is a day of rest dedicated to me. On that day no one is 

to work—neither you, your children, your slaves, your animals, nor the foreigners 

who live in your country. 11 In six days I, the Lord, made the earth, the sky, the 

seas, and everything in them, but on the seventh day I rested. That is why I, 

the Lord, blessed the Sabbath and made it holy. 

12 “Respect your father and your mother, so that you may live a long time in the 

land that I am giving you. 

13 “Do not commit murder. 

14 “Do not commit adultery. 

15 “Do not steal. 

16 “Do not accuse anyone falsely. 

17 “Do not desire another man's house; do not desire his wife, his slaves, his cattle, 

his donkeys, or anything else that he owns.” 

 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    John 2:13-22         

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driv-
ing merchants out of the temple. When challenged, he responds mysteriously, with 



the first prediction of his own death and resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly 
stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the center itself has changed. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 2nd chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13 It was almost time for the Passover Festival, so Jesus went to Jerusa-

lem. 14 There in the Temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and pigeons, and 

also the moneychangers sitting at their tables. 15 So he made a whip from cords 

and drove all the animals out of the Temple, both the sheep and the cattle; he over-

turned the tables of the moneychangers and scattered their coins; 16 and he ordered 

those who sold the pigeons, “Take them out of here! Stop making my Father's 

house a marketplace!” 17 His disciples remembered that the scripture says, “My 

devotion to your house, O God, burns in me like a fire.” 

18 The Jewish authorities came back at him with a question, “What miracle can 

you perform to show us that you have the right to do this?” 

19 Jesus answered, “Tear down this Temple, and in three days I will build it again.” 

20 “Are you going to build it again in three days?” they asked him. “It has taken 

forty-six years to build this Temple!” 

21 But the temple Jesus was speaking about was his body. 22 So when he was 

raised from death, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they be-

lieved the scripture and what Jesus had said. 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

TABLE TALK                          

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       You Are the Way       verses 1 & 2   



PRAYER TIME 

Worship Leader: Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for 
the church, the well-being of creation, and a world in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: You alone are God. We thank you for the gift of sabbath rest. Awak-
en the church to the mystery of your presence and give us glad hearts as we receive 
the good news of your deliverance. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: You renew creation. Drive out those who would make the earth a 
marketplace. Protect rainforests, mountaintops, oceans, and wilderness areas from 
commercial exploitation. Unite nations, policymakers, and businesses in efforts to 
reduce carbon emissions. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: You bring healing and hope. We give thanks for physicians, nurses, 
researchers, therapists, and public health workers who prevent and treat illness. We 
pray for any who are sick. We pray especially for those on our prayer list, those 
suffering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and 
victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural and manmade disasters in-
cluding hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills, & and these people and 
circumstances we name now…………………. and those we name now with our 
lips or in our hearts …………………………. Lord, in your mercy, hear our pray-
er. 
 

Pastor: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the 
silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Congregation: 
Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.  
 



HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy 
for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the full-
ness of your grace. And so, with all the saints, the choirs of angels, and all the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   



 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Go forth into the world to serve God with 

gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil 

for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all 

people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Congrega-

tion: Thanks be to God!  
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