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Welcome! The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is
coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to
wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s
coming. As we watch for the promised day of salvation, Christ comes
among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the
promises of God.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at
any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, and Holy Com-
munion is served with gluten-free bread & grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 3
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3 Let us build a house where love is found
1n water, wine and wheat:

a banquet hall on holy ground

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.

GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Pastor: Let us pray. Blessed are you, God of might and majesty, for you promise to
make the desert rejoice and blossom, to watch over the strangers, and to set the
prisoners free. As we light these candles, satisfy our hunger with your good gifts,
open our eyes to the great things you have done for us, and fill us with patience un-
til the coming of the Lord Jesus. Blessed be God forever.

Congregation: Amen.

CANDLELIGHTING CAROL Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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FIRST READING James 5:7-10
Introduction to the Lesson: In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are

called upon to cultivate patience rather than discontent.
Reader: Be patient, then, my friends, until the Lord comes. See how patient farm-

ers are as they wait for their land to produce precious crops. They wait patiently for
the autumn and spring rains. You also must be patient. Keep your hopes high, for
the day of the Lord's coming is near. Do not complain against one another, my
friends, so that God will not judge you. The Judge is near, ready to appear. My
friends, remember the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. Take them as
examples of patient endurance under suffering.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 11:2-11

Introduction to the Gospel: John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God'’s
judgment upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-12). From a prison cell, he wonders whether
Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’response indicates that God’s reign is in-

deed being fulfilled already through healing and restoration.
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 11th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

When John the Baptist heard in prison about the things that Christ was doing, he
sent some of his disciples to him. “Tell us,” they asked Jesus, “are you the one
John said was going to come, or should we expect someone else?”” Jesus answered,
“Go back and tell John what you are hearing and seeing: the blind can see, the
lame can walk, those who suffer from dreaded skin diseases are made clean, the
deaf hear, the dead are brought back to life, and the Good News is preached to the
poor. How happy are those who have no doubts about me!” While John's disciples
were leaving, Jesus spoke about him to the crowds: “When you went out to John in
the desert, what did you expect to see? A blade of grass bending in the wind? What
did you go out to see? A man dressed up in fancy clothes? People who dress like
that live in palaces! Tell me, what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes indeed,
but you saw much more than a prophet. For John is the one of whom the scripture
says: ‘God said, I will send my messenger ahead of you to open the way for you.’ I



assure you that John the Baptist is greater than anyone who has ever lived. But the
one who is least in the Kingdom of heaven 1s greater than John.”

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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Text: Charles Coftin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for
a world that yearns for new hope.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the glob-
al church to magnify your love and peace in every land. We pray for the work of
the Lutheran World Federation and ELCA Global Mission. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppres-
sion. Deliver all who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations and



peoples in conflict (regions in turmoil may be named). Help us pray for our ene-
mies. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in dis-
tress because of worry, illness, or loss. We pray for those on our prayer list, those
suffering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine and victims of mass
shootings, those suffering from natural disasters including the victims of Hurri-
canes Fiona and Ian, and these we name now................ and those we name now
with our lips or in our hearts ......... Strengthen and protect health care workers,
rescue teams, crisis counselors, and all who risk themselves to keep others safe.
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us
forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

TABLE BLESSING (AFTER COMMUNION IS SERVED)
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION
Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through



this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this
week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Christ is near.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Light refreshments are served after the service. Please stay for cookies and conversation.
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