
3rd Sunday of Easter  

April 23, 2023 
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1812 North Highland Avenue                                  727-446-5026 

Clearwater, Florida  33755                             office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church     Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sad-

ness, loss, and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to 

redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the breaking 

of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ 

appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern 

of our worship each Lord’s day.  

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any point 

though you can move around anytime you want or need, and Holy Communion is served with 

gluten-free bread & grape juice.  
 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                           Verses 1 & 5  



5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  

 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in 
the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his re-
deeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   1 Peter 1:17-23  
Introduction to the Lesson: The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this 
letter understand that they are strangers in a strange land. Christians no longer 
belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong to God, so that our fo-
cus, faith, and hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold. 
 

Reader:  17 You call him Father, when you pray to God, who judges all people by 
the same standard, according to what each one has done; so then, spend the rest of 
your lives here on earth in reverence for him. 18 For you know what was paid to 
set you free from the worthless manner of life handed down by your ancestors. It 
was not something that can be destroyed, such as silver or gold; 19 it was the cost-
ly sacrifice of Christ, who was like a lamb without defect or flaw. 20 He had been 
chosen by God before the creation of the world and was revealed in these last days 
for your sake. 21 Through him you believe in God, who raised him from death and 
gave him glory; and so your faith and hope are fixed on God. 
 
22 Now that by your obedience to the truth you have purified yourselves and have 
come to have a sincere love for other believers, love one another earnestly with all 



your heart. 23 For through the living and eternal word of God you have been born 
again as the children of a parent who is immortal, not mortal. 
 

 After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Luke 24:13-35         

Introduction to the Gospel: The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples 
on the road to Emmaus answers the question of how Jesus is to be recognized 
among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking of bread. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 20th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13 On that same day two of Jesus' followers were going to a village named Em-
maus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking to each other 
about all the things that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed, Jesus him-
self drew near and walked along with them; 16 they saw him, but somehow did not 
recognize him. 17 Jesus said to them, “What are you talking about to each other, as 
you walk along?” 
They stood still, with sad faces. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are 
you the only visitor in Jerusalem who doesn't know the things that have been hap-
pening there these last few days?”  
19 “What things?” he asked. “The things that happened to Jesus of Nazareth,” they 
answered. “This man was a prophet and was considered by God and by all the peo-
ple to be powerful in everything he said and did. 20 Our chief priests and rulers 
handed him over to be sentenced to death, and he was crucified. 21 And we had 
hoped that he would be the one who was going to set Israel free! Besides all that, 
this is now the third day since it happened. 22 Some of the women of our group 
surprised us; they went at dawn to the tomb, 23 but could not find his body. They 
came back saying they had seen a vision of angels who told them that he is alive. 
24 Some of our group went to the tomb and found it exactly as the women had 
said, but they did not see him.” 
25 Then Jesus said to them, “How foolish you are, how slow you are to believe 
everything the prophets said! 26 Was it not necessary for the Messiah to suffer 
these things and then to enter his glory?” 27 And Jesus explained to them what was 
said about himself in all the Scriptures, beginning with the books of Moses and the 
writings of all the prophets. 
28 As they came near the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he 
were going farther; 29 but they held him back, saying, “Stay with us; the day is al-
most over and it is getting dark.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 He sat down 



to eat with them, took the bread, and said the blessing; then he broke the bread and 
gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he 
disappeared from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Wasn't it like a fire burn-
ing in us when he talked to us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?” 
33 They got up at once and went back to Jerusalem, where they found the eleven 
disciples gathered together with the others 34 and saying, “The Lord is risen in-
deed! He has appeared to Simon!” 35 The two then explained to them what had 
happened on the road, and how they had recognized the Lord when he broke the 
bread. 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON            
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ   

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Worship Leader: United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of rebirth, the good news of your resurrection brings refresh-
ment to a weary world. Following the women at the tomb, empower us to boldly 
share your radical love through our words and our work. Risen Lord, in your mer-
cy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: You prepared the disciples for their ministry by calming their fears 
and granting them your peace. Equip our communities’ leaders, especially Brian J. 
Aungst Sr., mayor of Clearwater. Give them a spirit of peace and hearts that burn 
for justice, that their leadership reflects your love. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: You come among us in unexpected ways. Send us to those who hide 
in fear or question your love. Be a healing presence for any isolated by addiction, 
incarceration, mental illness, chronic pain, sickness, or grief. We pray for those on 
our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine 
and victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural and manmade disasters 
including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills, & and these people and 
circumstances we name now……………. and those we name now with our lips or 
in our hearts ……….  Risen Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers 
and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 



Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy 
for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the full-
ness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.  
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

 
 



Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Alleluia! He is risen!! Go in peace.  

Congregation: He is risen indeed!! Alleluia!!! Thanks be to God!  
 

POSTLUDE 
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