4th Sunday After Epiphany
January 28, 2024
Mark 2:4 Adaptive Worship Service & Café
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LUTHERAN CHURCH
1812 North Highland Avenue 7277-446-5026
Clearwater, Florida 33755 office@GraceCLW.com
Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox

Welcome! In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who
will speak for God. For the church this is a way of pointing to the unique authority
people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We encounter that authority in God’s
word, around which we gather, the word that prevails over any lesser spirit that
would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus.



TABLE GRACE
Worship Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together.
Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our head. We thank you, God, for
daily bread. Amen.

GATHERING SONG

All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 5
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



5 Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed
as words within the Word.

Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace,

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:
All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome 1n this place.

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your
service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Je-
sus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 18:15-20

Introduction to the Lesson: Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deu-
teronomy, an updating of the law for the Israelite community as the people wait to
enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the people that God will continue to
guide them through prophets who will proclaim the divine word.

Reader: (Moses said) 15 (God) will send you a prophet like me from among your
own people, and you are to obey him.

16 “On the day that you were gathered at Mount Sinai, you begged not to hear
the Lord speak again or to see his fiery presence any more, because you were
afraid you would die. 17 So the Lord said to me, ‘They have made a wise re-
quest. 18 I will send them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will
tell him what to say, and he[c] will tell the people everything I command. 19 He
will speak in my name, and I[d] will punish anyone who refuses to obey
him. 20 But if any prophet dares to speak a message in my name when I did not
command him to do so, he must die for it, and so must any prophet who speaks in
the name of other gods.’



Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Mark 1:21-28

Introduction to the Gospel: Forces that would bring death and disease have taken
hold of a man, yet they recognize Jesus and know what his power means for them.
Jesus commands these forces to leave and people are amazed at his authority.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 1st chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

21 Jesus and his disciples came to the town of Capernaum, and on the next Sabbath
Jesus went to the synagogue and began to teach. 22 The people who heard him
were amazed at the way he taught, for he wasn't like the teachers of the Law; in-
stead, he taught with authority.

23 Just then a man with an evil spirit came into the synagogue and
screamed, 24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Are you here to de-
stroy us? I know who you are—you are God's holy messenger!” 25 Jesus ordered
the spirit, “Be quiet, and come out of the man!”

26 The evil spirit shook the man hard, gave a loud scream, and came out of
him. 27 The people were all so amazed that they started saying to one another,
“What is this? Is it some kind of new teaching? This man has authority to give or-
ders to the evil spirits, and they obey him!” 28 And so the news about Jesus spread
quickly everywhere in the province of Galilee.

After the reading...

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

TABLE TALK

HYMN OF THE DAY God, Whose Almighty Word verses 1 & 2
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gos - pel day sheds not its glo - rious ray, let there be light.
Iu - sions blind; oh, now to hu - man-kind let there be light.
lamp of grace, and in earth’s dark - est place let there be light.
full - est pride, through the earth, far and wide, let there be light.

Text: John Matriott, 1780-1825, alt.
Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796

PRAYER TIME

Worship Leader: As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for
God’s blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Loving God, we pray that your example of teaching with confi-
dence and authority builds up your church in love. May all church leaders and
teachers honor your instruction and model your inclusive ways. Lord, in your mer-
cy, hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Still-speaking God, we pray for our congregation, for its artists and
musicians, for its educators and caregivers, that all gifts are used to care for those
in need and to live out your example of accompaniment, gospel witness, and love.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Compassionate God, we pray for all in need, especially those who
have known rejection, any who struggle with long-term illness or chronic pain,
those without access to safe housing or health care, and any who suffer. We pray
especially for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as
the people of Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and victims of mass shootings, those suf-
fering from natural and manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, floods,
and chemical spills, & and these people and circumstances we name
1170} and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts
............................... Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Pastor: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the
silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Congregation:
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the
waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of
water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the saints, the choirs
of angels, and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

|
)" AN [r— ! N
€ L e S B — — S—— ——— ——
- - I
Ve s 385 § 354 8380 7
Je -sus, re - mem-ber me when you come in-to your king - dom.
0| e .
A 1] < ’h ’J —— 4 i — —r S ——
Je-sus,  re - mem-ber me when you come in-to your king - dom.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

TABLE BLESSING (AFTER COMMUNION IS SERVED)
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Congregation: Amen.



BLESSING

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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heav’'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this
week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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