4th Sunday After Pentecost
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Welcome! God is the source of our nourishment. Jesus’ invitation to “take and eat . . .
take and drink” is a repeated one. In holy communion, in the word read and proclaimed,
in the assembly of the people of God, the dominion of God has come near. Rejoice! Your
name is written in heaven.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any
point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available
for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with
gluten-free bread and grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 2
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2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,

where all God's children dare to seek

to dream God's reign anew.

Here the cross shall stand as witness

and as symbol of God's grace;

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome 1n this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO QAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city that
shelters us, the mother who comforts us. With your Spirit accompany us on our life’s
journey, that we may spread your peace in all the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Galatians 6:7-16
Introduction to the Lesson: In the close of his letter to the Galatians, Paul encourages
them to live as people made right with God through faith in Jesus Christ. Here Paul of-
fers practical advice about how believers exercise common concern for one other in
“the family of faith.”
Reader: 7 Do not deceive yourselves; no one makes a fool of God. You will reap exactly
what you plant. 8 If you plant in the field of your natural desires, from it you will gather
the harvest of death; if you plant in the field of the Spirit, from the Spirit you will gather
the harvest of eternal life. 9 So let us not become tired of doing good; for if we do not
give up, the time will come when we will reap the harvest. 10 So then, as often as we
have the chance, we should do good to everyone, and especially to those who belong to
our family in the faith.



11 See what big letters I make as I write to you now with my own hand! 12 The people
who are trying to force you to be circumcised are the ones who want to show off and
boast about external matters. They do it, however, only so that they may not be perse-
cuted for the cross of Christ. 13 Even those who practice circumcision do not obey the
Law; they want you to be circumcised so that they can boast that you submitted to this
physical ceremony. 14 As for me, however, I will boast only about the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ; for by means of his cross the world is dead to me, and I am dead to the
world. 15 It does not matter at all whether or not one 1s circumcised; what does matter 1s
being a new creature. 16 As for those who follow this rule in their lives, may peace and
mercy be with them—with them and with all of God's people!

Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
Introduction to the Lesson: Jesus commissions harvesters and laborers to go where he

would go and do what he would do. Risking hardship and danger in exchange for the
experience of great joy, they offer peace and healing as signs that the reign of God is
near.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 10th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

26 Jesus After this the Lord chose another seventy-two men and sent them out two by
two, to go ahead of him to every town and place where he himself was about to go. 2 He
said to them, “There is a large harvest, but few workers to gather it in. Pray to the owner
of the harvest that he will send out workers to gather in his harvest. 3 Go! I am sending
you like lambs among wolves. 4 Don't take a purse or a beggar's bag or shoes; don't stop
to greet anyone on the road. 5 Whenever you go into a house, first say, ‘Peace be with
this house.” 6 If someone who is peace-loving lives there, let your greeting of peace re-
main on that person; if not, take back your greeting of peace. 7 Stay in that same house,
eating and drinking whatever they offer you, for workers should be given their pay.
Don't move around from one house to another. § Whenever you go into a town and are
made welcome, eat what is set before you, 9 heal the sick in that town, and say to the
people there, ‘The Kingdom of God has come near you.” 10 But whenever you go into a
town and are not welcomed, go out in the streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust from your
town that sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. But remember that the Kingdom of
God has come near you!”’ 12 I assure you that on the Judgment Day God will show more
mercy to Sodom than to that town!

17 The seventy-two men came back in great joy. “Lord,” they said, “even the demons
obeyed us when we gave them a command in your name!”



18 Jesus answered them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Listen! I have
given you authority, so that you can walk on snakes and scorpions and overcome all the
power of the Enemy, and nothing will hurt you. 20 But don't be glad because the evil
spirits obey you; rather be glad because your names are written in heaven.”

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
I Want to Be in That Number

In today’s gospel, Jesus sends out seventy disciples to do some evangelizing. But who
are they? There is lore that says some of the first leaders of the church were in this origi-
nal cadre of disciples sent out “like lambs into the midst of wolves” (Luke 10:3): Barna-
bas, Mark, Rufus, and Justus are a few who might be familiar to us. But this is all leg-
end, and one has to wonder why these seventy aren’t explicitly named by the gospel
writer, especially because it was the first mass evangelism tour that Jesus encouraged.

But perhaps the anonymity is on purpose. Perhaps they aren’t specifically named be-
cause their names can be ever-rotating—an ever-moving list of saints that, generation af-
ter generation, are sent out with the strong name of Christ to confront the evils of the
world.

Perhaps you are one of the seventy, sent out by Jesus to confront the demons of this
world: demons like racism and sexism, demons that destroy the temples of our bodies
and cloud our minds with thoughts of hate and extremism.

It’s important to consider that the seventy came back rejoicing because even the demons
submitted to the name of Jesus (Luke 10:17). We may not consider that the demons of
our world today can be subdued when they seem so gargantuan. Yet it has happened be-
fore, by the power of God. Indeed, it happens again and again and again as followers of
Jesus go out into the world with God’s name upon their brows, denouncing the ills of the
world and working for justice and peace as our baptismal calling compels us to do.

That old spiritual “Oh, when the saints go marching in” (ACS 950) is most appropriate
for this first Sunday in July. It speaks of longing to be among the saints entering the be-
loved kingdom of God, but it may also apply to these seventy saints sent out in today’s
gospel.

We too are in that number, wielding the powerful name of Christ. Rejoice!

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word verses 1 & 2
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1 Spread, oh, spread, al - might - y Word, spread the reign of God the Lord.
2 Tell of our Re-deem-er’s grace, who, to save our hu- man race
3 Tell of God the Spir-it givin now to guideus on to heav’n,
4 Lord of har- vest, great and kind, rouse to ac-tion heart and mind;
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ex - tend to all.
gave him-self as sac - 1 - fice.
work-ing both to will and do.
see your light and heed your call.

Send forth our Cre - a - tor’s call, heav-en’s gifts
and to pay re - bel-lion’s price,
strong and ho - ly, just and true,

let the gath-ring na - tions all

Text: Jonathan F. Bahnmaier, 1774-1841; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.
Music: GOTT SEI DANK, J. A. Freylinghausen, Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrec-
tion for the church, people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

Lord of the harvest, you send your church into the world to proclaim Christ’s new crea-
tion to all. Renew the church as it carries out your mission of peace and healing. We
pray for missionaries who accompany your people. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: You desire abundant life for all. As we celebrate Independence Day and
remember the Battle of Gettysburg, instill in us gratitude, generosity, and persistence in
working toward freedom for all people, especially the people of Ukraine and those still
living in slavery and human trafficking. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Mothering God, you care for all people in need. Nourish those who are
hungry. Restore employment to those who have lost work. Heal those who are sick, and
comfort all who are dying or grieving (including all those suffering from violence, terror,
and natural disasters, such as the people of Ukraine, Buffalo, and Uvalde, and those im-



pacted by wildfires and COVID-19), and those we name now with our lips or in our

hearts, ......... Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.
OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-
nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-
es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language
is closest to our hearts.
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Amen.

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent
the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
N 4
7=
b—— | | Z
J °*—

Praise God, from whom all bless - ings flow; praise him, all
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heav’'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL
Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and

have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the
world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!



