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Welcome! God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah 

feels the pain of rejection from those who do not want to hear what he has to say. 

Jesus declares that his words may bring stark division. Even so, we need not be 

afraid for God accounts for each hair on our heads. Though we may experience re-

jection, frustration, division, and death, God’s grace and love make us a new crea-

tion each day. Marked with the cross and filled with holy food, we are sent from 

worship to witness to Christ in the world.   
 

 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                           Verses 1 & 5  



5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give 
and not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to 
seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do 
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

FIRST READING   Romans 6:1b-11 

Introduction to the Lesson: In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of 
Christ’s death and resurrection. We have been made new in Christ through his 
death and resurrection to live freed from sin. 
 

Reader:  [Paul writes:] Should we continue to live in sin so that God's grace will 

increase? 2 Certainly not! We have died to sin—how then can we go on living in 

it? 3 For surely you know that when we were baptized into union with Christ Jesus, 

we were baptized into union with his death. 4 By our baptism, then, we were bur-

ied with him and shared his death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 

death by the glorious power of the Father, so also we might live a new life. 

5 For since we have become one with him in dying as he did, in the same way we 

shall be one with him by being raised to life as he was. 6 And we know that our old 

being has been put to death with Christ on his cross, in order that the power of the 

sinful self might be destroyed, so that we should no longer be the slaves of sin. 7 

For when we die, we are set free from the power of sin. 8 Since we have died with 

Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 For we know that Christ has 

been raised from death and will never die again—death will no longer rule over 



him. 10 And so, because he died, sin has no power over him; and now he lives his 

life in fellowship with God. 11 In the same way you are to think of yourselves as 

dead, so far as sin is concerned, but living in fellowship with God through Christ 

Jesus. 
 

 After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 9:35—10:8        
Introduction to the Gospel: The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mis-
sion of Jesus himself. Here, he instructs his first disciples as to how they might pro-
claim the gospel through their words and deeds. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 9th and 10th chapters.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

24 “No pupil is greater than his teacher; no slave is greater than his master. 25 So a 
pupil should be satisfied to become like his teacher, and a slave like his master. If 
the head of the family is called Beelzebul, the members of the family will be called 
even worse names! 
26 “So do not be afraid of people. Whatever is now covered up will be uncovered, 
and every secret will be made known. 27 What I am telling you in the dark you 
must repeat in broad daylight, and what you have heard in private you must an-
nounce from the housetops. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but can-
not kill the soul; rather be afraid of God, who can destroy both body and soul in 
hell. 29 For only a penny you can buy two sparrows, yet not one sparrow falls to 
the ground without your Father's consent. 30 As for you, even the hairs of your 
head have all been counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are worth much more than 
many sparrows! 
32 “Those who declare publicly that they belong to me, I will do the same for them 
before my Father in heaven. 33 But those who reject me publicly, I will reject be-
fore my Father in heaven. 
34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the world. No, I did not come 
to bring peace, but a sword. 35 I came to set sons against their fathers, daughters 
against their mothers, daughters-in-law against their mothers-in-law; 36 your worst 
enemies will be the members of your own family. 
37 “Those who love their father or mother more than me are not fit to be my disci-
ples; those who love their son or daughter more than me are not fit to be my disci-
ples. 38 Those who do not take up their cross and follow in my steps are not fit to 



be my disciples. 39 Those who try to gain their own life will lose it; but those who 
lose their life for my sake will gain it. 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                          
 

HYMN OF THE DAY         Rise Up, O Saints of God!                 vs. 1-3  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Worship Leader: Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a 
world in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: Under your watch not even a sparrow goes unnoticed. Safeguard 
plant and animal habitats threatened by melting glaciers, rising oceans, and reced-
ing coastlines. Amplify the voices of those calling for responsible stewardship of 
the earth’s resources. Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Even when we experience rejection your love invites us to new life. 
Lift up anyone who feels shunned or excluded on account of their gender, race, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, or any other human distinction. 
Make your people one. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

 



Prayer Leader: You have counted even the hairs of our heads. Reassure anyone ex-
periencing poverty, homelessness, unemployment, or exploitation that every life 
has value. Look favorably upon all who struggle. We pray especially for those on 
our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine 
and victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural and manmade disasters 
including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills, & and these people and 
circumstances we name now……………. and those we name now with our lips or 
in our hearts ……….  Risen Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  

 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
 
 
 



 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 



TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

 

 



DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Share the harvest! 

Congregation: Thanks be to God!  
 

POSTLUDE 
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