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Welcome! The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens
this Lent is the promise God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze ser-
pent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the cross like the
serpent, so that those who look to him in faith will live. When we receive the sign
of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look to in faith for heal-
ing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.



TABLE GRACE
Worship Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together.
Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our head. We thank you, God, for
daily bread. Amen.

GATHERING SONGS
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all are wel-come, all are wel - come in  this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



The Glory of These Forty Days Verse 3
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1 The glo - ry of these for - ty days we cel - e -
2 A - lone and fast - ing Mo - ses saw the lov - ing
3 So Dan - iel trained his mys - tic sight, de - liv - ered
4 Then grant, O God, that we may, too, re - turn In

0 & . L

7= | ‘

G =

J
brate with songs of praise; for Christ, through whom all
God who gave the law; and to E - L - jah,
from the li - ons’ might; and John, the Bride - groom’s
fast and prayer to you. Our spir - 1ts strength - en
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things were made, him - self has fast - ed and has prayed.
fast - ing, came the steeds and char - 1 - ofts of flame.
friend, be - came the her - ald of Mes - si - ah’s name.
with your grace, and give us joy to see your face.

Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. Maurice F. Bell, 1862-1947, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543
Outside USA: Text trom The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906, All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted
up this fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into
your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.



FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9

Introduction to the Lesson: Though God provides food and water for the Israelites
in the wilderness, they whine and grumble. They forget about the salvation they ex-
perienced in the exodus. God punishes them for their sin, but when they repent
God also provides a means of healing: a bronze serpent lifted up on a pole.

Reader: 4 The Israclites left Mount Hor by the road that leads to the Gulf of Aqa-
ba, in order to go around the territory of Edom. But on the way the people lost their
patience 5 and spoke against God and Moses. They complained, “Why did you
bring us out of Egypt to die in this desert, where there is no food or water? We
can't stand any more of this miserable food!” 6 Then the Lord sent poisonous
snakes among the people, and many Israelites were bitten and died. 7 The people
came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the Lord and against
you. Now pray to the Lord to take these snakes away.” So Moses prayed for the
people. 8 Then the Lord told Moses to make a metal snake and put it on a pole, so
that anyone who was bitten could look at it and be healed. 9 So Moses made a
bronze snake and put it on a pole. Anyone who had been bitten would look at the
bronze snake and be healed.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL LESSON John 3:14-21

Introduction to the Gospel: 7o explain the salvation of God to the religious leader,
Nicodemus, Jesus refers to the scripture passage quoted in today’s first reading.
Just as those who looked upon the bronze serpent were healed, so people will be
saved when they behold Christ lifted up on the cross.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 2nd chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

14 As Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the desert, in the same way the
Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 so that everyone who believes in him may have
eternal life. 16 For God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not die but have eternal life. 17 For God did not
send his Son into the world to be its judge, but to be its savior. 18 Those who be-
lieve in the Son are not judged; but those who do not believe have already been
judged, because they have not believed in God's only Son. 19 This is how the judg-
ment works: the light has come into the world, but people love the darkness rather



than the light, because their deeds are evil. 20 Those who do evil things hate the
light and will not come to the light, because they do not want their evil deeds to be
shown up. 21 But those who do what is true come to the light in order that the light
may show that what they did was in obedience to God.

After the reading...

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

TABLE TALK
HYMN OF THE DAY Lift High the Cross verses 1 & 2
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2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - c1 - fied
3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious  tree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ¢ - fied for wvic - to - ry!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYER TIME

Worship Leader: Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for
the church, the well-being of creation, and a world in need.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Gracious God, your love unites. Give vision to the global church
and foster cooperation in mission. Increase inter-religious understanding and ecu-
menical dialog. Make your church a sanctuary for all fleeing persecution, disaster,
and war. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Righteous God, your love liberates. We give thanks for those who
courageously witness to your liberating love, especially Harriet Tubman and So-
journer Truth, renewers of society, whom we commemorate today. Free all people
from the evils of racism, religious strife, and hatred. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Prayer Leader: Merciful God, your love heals. Care tenderly for all whose loved
ones perished from pandemic disease in every nation. Strengthen health care work-
ers, first responders, and caregivers. Relieve all who live with chronic illness and
pain. We pray especially for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and
terror such as the people of Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and victims of mass shoot-
ings, those suffering from natural and manmade disasters including hurricanes,
blizzards, floods, and chemical spills, & and these people and circumstances we
NAME NOW...ooeeennnnnnnnn... and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts
............................... Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Pastor: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the
silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Congregation:
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Pastor: It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy
for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the full-
ness of your grace. And so, with all the saints, the choirs of angels, and all the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

TABLE BLESSING (AFTER COMMUNION IS SERVED)
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace. Amen.



SENDING SONG The Doxology
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heav’'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Go forth into the world to serve God with
gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil
for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all
people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Congrega-

tion: Thanks be to God!
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