Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 18, 2022
Mark 2:4 Adaptive Worship Service
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Clearwater, Florida 33755 office@GraceCLW.com
Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church ~ Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox



Welcome! Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name
him Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of
the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. On this final Sunday of Advent we pre-

pare to celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and
death.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at
any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, and Holy Com-
munion is served with gluten-free bread & grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 4
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4 Let us build a house where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,

and live the Word they've known.

Here the outcast and the stranger

bear the image of God's face;

let us bring an end to fear and danger:

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Pastor: Let us pray. Blessed are you, God of might and majesty, for you promise to
make the desert rejoice and blossom, to watch over the strangers, and to set the
prisoners free. As we light these candles, satisfy our hunger with your good gifts,
open our eyes to the great things you have done for us, and fill us with patience un-
til the coming of the Lord Jesus. Blessed be God forever.

Congregation: Amen.

CANDLELIGHTING CAROL Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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FIRST READING Isaiah 7:10-16

Introduction to the Lesson: An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented
a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, Ahaz decided to secure his
throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human at-
tempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only

source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us.
Reader: The Lord sent another message to Ahaz: “Ask the Lord your God to give

you a sign. It can be from deep in the world of the dead or from high up in heav-
en.” Ahaz answered, “I will not ask for a sign. I refuse to put the Lord to the test.”
To that Isaiah replied, “Listen, now, descendants of King David. It's bad enough
for you to wear out the patience of people—do you have to wear out God's pa-
tience too? Well then, the Lord himself will give you a sign: a young woman who
is pregnant will have a son and will name him ‘Immanuel.” By the time he is old
enough to make his own decisions, people will be drinking milk and eating honey.
Even before that time comes, the lands of those two kings who terrify you will be
deserted.

After the reading...

Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 1:18-25

Introduction to the Gospel: Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of
Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child into the family of David and obedi-
ently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.”

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 1st chapter.

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

This was how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. His mother Mary was engaged
to Joseph, but before they were married, she found out that she was going to have a
baby by the Holy Spirit. Joseph was a man who always did what was right, but he
did not want to disgrace Mary publicly; so he made plans to break the engagement
privately. While he was thinking about this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream and said, “Joseph, descendant of David, do not be afraid to take Mary to
be your wife. For it is by the Holy Spirit that she has conceived. She will have a
son, and you will name him Jesus—because he will save his people from their
sins.” Now all this happened in order to make come true what the Lord had said
through the prophet, “A virgin will become pregnant and have a son, and he will be



called Immanuel” (which means, “God is with us”). So when Joseph woke up, he
married Mary, as the angel of the Lord had told him to. But he had no relations
with her before she gave birth to her son. And Joseph named him Jesus.”

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Joy to the World verses 1 & 2
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for
a world that yearns for new hope.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the
church. Give discernment and wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay
leaders. Take away our fear, so that we serve and love, confident that you are guid-
ing us. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.



Prayer Leader: God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. Shelter
migrants, refugees, and those fleeing war and famine. Bring relief to individuals
and families experiencing hunger, homelessness, or impoverishment. Comfort any
who are isolated or lonely. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give
you thanks for gathering us in worship and fellowship, and we remember those
who cannot be present. Watch over those who travel. Heal the sick and speed their
recovery. We pray for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror
such as the people of Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, those suffering from
natural disasters including the victims of Hurricanes Fiona and Ian, and these we
name NOW................ and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts
......... Strengthen and protect health care workers, rescue teams, crisis counse-
lors, and all who risk themselves to keep others safe. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us
forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



TABLE BLESSING (AFTER COMMUNION IS SERVED)
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this
week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Christ is near.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Light refreshments are served after the service. Please stay for cookies and conversation.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27824. Scriptures and additional materials quoted are
from the Good News Bible © 1994 published by the Bible Societies/HarperCollins Publishers Ltd UK, Good News Bible© American Bible Society 1966, 1971, 1976, 1992. Used with permission. Hymns used with permis-
sion under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights reserved..



