
4th Sunday of Easter  

April 30, 2023 

Mark 2:4 Adaptive Worship Service 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1812 North Highland Avenue                                  727-446-5026 

Clearwater, Florida  33755                             office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church     Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of 

the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our 

heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a 

feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection 

and extend God’s tender care to all creation.  

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any point 

though you can move around anytime you want or need, and Holy Communion is served with 

gluten-free bread & grape juice.  
 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                           Verses 1 & 3  



3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  

 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead 
us to safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk 
in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   1 Peter 2:19-25  
Introduction to the Lesson: Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will 
not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is 
presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly 
amid adversity. 
 

Reader:  19 God will bless you for this, if you endure the pain of undeserved suf-
fering because you are conscious of his will. 20 For what credit is there if you en-
dure the beatings you deserve for having done wrong? But if you endure suffering 
even when you have done right, God will bless you for it. 21 It was to this that God 
called you, for Christ himself suffered for you and left you an example, so that you 
would follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, and no one ever heard a lie 
come from his lips. 23 When he was insulted, he did not answer back with an in-
sult; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but placed his hopes in God, the right-
eous Judge. 24 Christ himself carried our sins in his body to the cross, so that we 
might die to sin and live for righteousness. It is by his wounds that you have been 



healed. 25 You were like sheep that had lost their way, but now you have been 
brought back to follow the Shepherd and Keeper of your souls. 
 

 After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    John 10:1-10         

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to 
make a point about spiritual leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to abun-
dant life. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 10th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said, “I am telling you the truth: the man who does not enter the sheep pen by 
the gate, but climbs in some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The man who goes 
in through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate 
for him; the sheep hear his voice as he calls his own sheep by name, and he leads 
them out. 4 When he has brought them out, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep 
follow him, because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow someone else; in-
stead, they will run away from such a person, because they do not know his voice.” 
6 Jesus told them this parable, but they did not understand what he meant. 
7 So Jesus said again, “I am telling you the truth: I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All 
others who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to 
them. 9 I am the gate. Those who come in by me will be saved; they will come in 
and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only in order to steal, kill, and de-
stroy. I have come in order that you might have life—life in all its fullness. 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON            
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us    

 



 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Worship Leader: United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: You are the shepherd who gathers us in your mighty and loving 
arms. Help your church to listen for your voice, especially when the voices of sin, 
idolatry, and oppression threaten to overpower us. Risen Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: You proclaim shepherding love, comfort, and protection for all peo-
ple and all of creation. Direct leaders in our own time to learn from your example 
and instruction. Give them servant hearts, that they generously seek the good of all. 
Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: You journey with us wherever our paths may lead. We pray for 
those feeling overwhelmed by anxiety or depression or suffering in any way. We 
pray for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as the 
people of Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural and 
manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills, & 



and these people and circumstances we name now……………. and those we name 
now with our lips or in our hearts ……….  Risen Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers 
and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy 
for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the full-
ness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.  
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 



with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Alleluia! He is risen!! Go in peace.  

Congregation: He is risen indeed!! Alleluia!!! Thanks be to God!  
 

POSTLUDE 
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