
5th Sunday After Epiphany 

February 5, 2023 

Mark 2:4 Adaptive Worship Service 
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Welcome! Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah 

declares that when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the 

hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon 

on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light of 

their good works shine before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world 

to shine with the light of Christ. 
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at 

any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, and Holy Com-

munion is served with gluten-free bread & grape juice.  

 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                          Verses 1 & 5 

 



2 Let us build a house where prophets speak, 

and words are strong and true, 

where all God's children dare to seek 

to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 

and as symbol of God's grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.   

 

 
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all 

who call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us 

the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

Congregation: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING   1 Corinthians 2:1-12  

Introduction to the Lesson: Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored 
with human philosophy and wisdom, Paul continuously presents God’s hidden wis-
dom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity involves judging our-
selves and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross. 
 

Reader: When I came to you, my friends, to preach God's secret truth, I did not use 

big words and great learning. 2 For while I was with you, I made up my mind to 

forget everything except Jesus Christ and especially his death on the cross. 3 So 

when I came to you, I was weak and trembled all over with fear, 4 and my teaching 

and message were not delivered with skillful words of human wisdom, but with 

convincing proof of the power of God's Spirit. 5 Your faith, then, does not rest on 

human wisdom but on God's power. 



6 Yet I do proclaim a message of wisdom to those who are spiritually mature. But 

it is not the wisdom that belongs to this world or to the powers that rule this 

world—powers that are losing their power. 7 The wisdom I proclaim is God's se-

cret wisdom, which is hidden from human beings, but which he had already chosen 

for our glory even before the world was made. 8 None of the rulers of this world 

knew this wisdom. If they had known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of 

glory. 9 However, as the scripture says, 

“What no one ever saw or heard, 

    what no one ever thought could happen, 

    is the very thing God prepared for those who love him.” 

 

10 But it was to us that God made known his secret by means of his Spirit. The 

Spirit searches everything, even the hidden depths of God's purposes. 11 It is only 

our own spirit within us that knows all about us; in the same way, only God's Spirit 

knows all about God. 12 We have not received this world's spirit; instead, we have 

received the Spirit sent by God, so that we may know all that God has given us. 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 5:13-20         

Introduction to the Gospel: In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his fol-
lowers to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world, doing good works and 
keeping God’s commandments. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 5th chapter.  
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13 “You are like salt for the whole human race. But if salt loses its saltiness, there 

is no way to make it salty again. It has become worthless, so it is thrown out and 

people trample on it. 

14 “You are like light for the whole world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 

No one lights a lamp and puts it under a bowl; instead it is put on the lampstand, 

where it gives light for everyone in the house. 16 In the same way your light must 

shine before people, so that they will see the good things you do and praise your 

Father in heaven. 

17 “Do not think that I have come to do away with the Law of Moses and the 

teachings of the prophets. I have not come to do away with them, but to make their 



teachings come true. 18 Remember that as long as heaven and earth last, not the 

least point nor the smallest detail of the Law will be done away with—not until the 

end of all things. 19 So then, whoever disobeys even the least important of the 

commandments and teaches others to do the same, will be least in the Kingdom of 

heaven. On the other hand, whoever obeys the Law and teaches others to do the 

same, will be great in the Kingdom of heaven. 20 I tell you, then, that you will be 

able to enter the Kingdom of heaven only if you are more faithful than the teachers 

of the Law and the Pharisees in doing what God requires. 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON            
 

HYMN OF THE DAY               This Little Light of Mine          



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Worship Leader: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: Call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations and 
action. Give the church everywhere courage to repent for the ways we have tolerat-
ed and practiced injustice. Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Instruct the powerful in your ways. Provide upright leadership in 
business and industry, that workers are not oppressed. Throughout the world, in-
spire voters and raise up politicians to heed your call for nations to practice right-
eousness. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst. Grant peace to endless 
quarrels, put an end to hunger, and break every yoke of oppression. Shelter all who 
flee abuse in their homes or violence in their communities. Satisfy those afflicted 
in any way. We pray for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and ter-
ror such as the people of Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, those suffering 
from natural disasters including hurricanes, blizzards and floods & and these peo-
ple and circumstances we name now……………. and those we name now with our 
lips or in our hearts ………. Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom 
and power revealed in Christ crucified. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  



Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.  
 
Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 



LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  



 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 

Light refreshments are served after the service.  Please stay for cookies and conversation. 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27824. Scriptures and additional materials quoted are 

from the Good News Bible © 1994 published by the Bible Societies/HarperCollins Publishers Ltd UK, Good News Bible© American Bible Society 1966, 1971, 1976, 1992. Used with permission. Hymns used with permis-

sion under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights reserved.. 


