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Welcome! Our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the
gospel Mary anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for
the day of his burial. In the second reading Paul recalls his transformation from the per-
secutor Saul into an apostle. In baptism, God’s new person (you!) rises daily from the
deadly mire of trespasses and sins.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any
point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available
for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with
gluten-free bread and grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 2
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2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,

where all God's children dare to seek

to dream God's reign anew.

Here the cross shall stand as witness

and as symbol of God's grace;

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome 1n this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO QAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray. Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and
your grace waters our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you
are doing, that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Philippians 3:4b-14

Introduction to the Lesson: Writing to Christians in Philippi, Paul admits that his herit-
age and reputation could give him more reason than most people to place confidence in
his spiritual pedigree. But the overwhelming grace of God in Jesus calls Paul to a new
set of values.

Reader:  If any of you think you can trust in external ceremonies, I have even more
reason to feel that way. 5 I was circumcised when I was a week old. I am an Israelite by
birth, of the tribe of Benjamin, a pure-blooded Hebrew. As far as keeping the Jewish
Law is concerned, I was a Pharisee, 6 and I was so zealous that I persecuted the church.
As far as a person can be righteous by obeying the commands of the Law, I was without
fault. 7 But all those things that I might count as profit I now reckon as loss for Christ's
sake. 8 Not only those things; I reckon everything as complete loss for the sake of what



is so much more valuable, the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have
thrown everything away; I consider it all as mere garbage, so that I may gain Christ 9
and be completely united with him. I no longer have a righteousness of my own, the
kind that is gained by obeying the Law. I now have the righteousness that is given
through faith in Christ, the righteousness that comes from God and is based on faith. 10
All T want is to know Christ and to experience the power of his resurrection, to share in
his sufferings and become like him in his death, 11 in the hope that I myself will be
raised from death to life.

12 1 do not claim that I have already succeeded or have already become perfect. I keep
striving to win the prize for which Christ Jesus has already won me to himself. 13 Of
course, my friends, I really do not think that I have already won it; the one thing I do,
however, is to forget what is behind me and do my best to reach what is ahead. 14 So |
run straight toward the goal in order to win the prize, which is God's call through Christ
Jesus to the life above.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL LESSON John 12:1-8

Introduction to the Gospel: Judas willfully misinterprets as waste Mary’s extravagant
act of anointing Jesus’feet with costly perfume. Jesus recognizes that her lavish gift is
both an expression of love and an anticipation of his burial.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 12th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Pastor: Six days before the Passover, Jesus went to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, the
man he had raised from death. 2 They prepared a dinner for him there, which Martha
helped serve; Lazarus was one of those who were sitting at the table with Jesus. 3 Then
Mary took a whole pint of a very expensive perfume made of pure nard, poured it on Je-
sus' feet, and wiped them with her hair. The sweet smell of the perfume filled the whole
house. 4 One of Jesus' disciples, Judas Iscariot—the one who was going to betray him—
said, 5 “Why wasn't this perfume sold for three hundred silver coins and the money giv-
en to the poor?” 6 He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was
a thief. He carried the money bag and would help himself from it.

7 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone! Let her keep what she has for the day of my burial.
8 You will always have poor people with you, but you will not always have me.”

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.



GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
Open Your Hand

“You always have the poor with you,” Jesus told the disciple who complained about the extravagance
of Mary’s anointing (John 12:8). It’s not a callous dismissal. In fact, he is likely quoting Deuterono-
my 15:11, which continues: “I therefore command you, ‘Open your hand to the poor and needy
neighbor in your land.””

No one has ever lived in a world that has solved the crisis of poverty. It can be disheartening to see
the same social problems we have addressed for years continuing to grow.

Throughout Jesus’ life and teaching, he repeatedly offered examples of our ongoing responsibility to
care for each other. “You will always have the poor with you” may feel deflating when we focus on
always, but what if we put the emphasis on with? How are we with people who are poor, in diverse
communities of various experiences, incomes, needs, and insights?

We live in a time and place of considerable financial instability without much room for error. One
health crisis or job loss can sink us into poverty, so we need each other. Mary’s extravagant generosi-
ty shows us we are not on our own. As members of the body of Christ, we are in this together. We can
let generosity flow through us because God pours life into us, fragrant and overflowing, bursting with
possibility.

We pray not for “my daily bread” but for “our daily bread” (Matthew 6:11), so we must be with each
other, to share, to give and receive, to love and be loved. We are children of a God who, like Mary
with her perfume, does not hold back but lets love flow. This love flows richly through us, through
the body of Christ that gathers together and cares for each other and for others. Together we have
enough.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY My Faith Looks Up to Thee vs. 1 & 2
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Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Do a new thing in the church. Free us from paradigms that no longer
serve the gospel and bring forward leaders who imagine fresh ways of doing ministry.
Give us courage in the face of change. Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our
prayer.

Prayer Leader: Do a new thing in our world. Break barriers that prevent political ene-
mies from working together for the well-being of all. Make a way for peace and collabo-
ration among the nations, especially between Russia and Ukraine. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Do a new thing for those who suffer. Reveal a path for any who are un-
employed or underemployed, for those experiencing homelessness, and for all who
struggle with money. Comfort those who grieve and restore those who are sick, especial-
ly those on the prayer list of our congregation, all those suffering from violence, terror,
and natural disasters (including all those impacted by COVID-19), and those we name
now with our lips or in our hearts......... Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our
prayer.

Worship Leader: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these

and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-
nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.



Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-
es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal
feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
Wwe praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest
to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.

Congregation: Amen.



Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent
the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and
have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world
begins! Go in Peace. Share the Good News.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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