5th Sunday in Lent

March 17, 2024
Mark 2:4 Adaptive Worship Service & Café

T

=

‘m

WGRAC

LUTHERAN CHURCH

1812 North Highland Avenue 7277-446-5026
Clearwater, Florida 33755 office@GraceCLW.com
Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox

Welcome! God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the fu-
ture: a covenant that will allow all the people to know God by heart. The church
sees this promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is
lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart through
Christ and draws God’s love and truth into our hearts. We join together in worship,
sharing in word, song, and meal, and leave strengthened to share God’s love with
all the world.



TABLE GRACE
Worship Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together.
Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our heads. We thank you, God, for
daily bread. Amen.

GATHERING SONGS

All Are Welcome Verse 1
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



The Glory of These Forty Days Verse 4
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with your grace, and give us joy to see your face.

Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. Maurice F. Bell, 1862-1947, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543
Outside USA: Text trom The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906, All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in
mercy you receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit,
that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forev-
er. Amen.



FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34

Introduction to the Lesson: The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their an-
cestors, who had broken the covenant established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks
to a day when God will make a new covenant with the people. There will be no
need to teach the law, because God will write it on their hearts.

Reader: 31 The Lord says, “The time is coming when I will make a new covenant
with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 32 It will not be like the old
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand and led
them out of Egypt. Although I was like a husband to them, they did not keep that
covenant. 33 The new covenant that I will make with the people of Israel will be
this: I will put my law within them and write it on their hearts. I will be their God,
and they will be my people. 34 None of them will have to teach a neighbor to
know the Lord, because all will know me, from the least to the greatest. I will for-
give their sins and I will no longer remember their wrongs. 1, the Lord, have spo-
ken.”

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL LESSON John 12:20-33

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate
the Passover festival. Here Jesus’ words about seeds planted in the ground turn the
disaster of his death into the promise of a harvest in which everyone will be gath-
ered.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 12th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

14 20 Some Greeks were among those who had gone to Jerusalem to worship dur-
ing the festival. 21 They went to Philip (he was from Bethsaida in Galilee) and
said, “Sir, we want to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew, and the two of
them went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus answered them, “The hour has now come for
the Son of Man to receive great glory. 24 I am telling you the truth: a grain of
wheat remains no more than a single grain unless it is dropped into the ground and
dies. If it does die, then it produces many grains. 25 Those who love their own life
will lose it; those who hate their own life in this world will keep it for life eter-
nal. 26 Whoever wants to serve me must follow me, so that my servant will be
with me where I am. And my Father will honor anyone who serves me. 27 “Now



my heart is troubled—and what shall I say? Shall I say, ‘Father, do not let this hour
come upon me’? But that is why I came—so that I might go through this hour of
suffering. 28 Father, bring glory to your name!” Then a voice spoke from heaven,
“I have brought glory to it, and I will do so again.” 29 The crowd standing there
heard the voice, and some of them said it was thunder, while others said, “An angel
spoke to him!” 30 But Jesus said to them, “It was not for my sake that this voice
spoke, but for yours. 31 Now is the time for this world to be judged; now the ruler
of this world will be overthrown. 32 When I am lifted up from the earth, I will
draw everyone to me.” (33 In saying this he indicated the kind of death he was go-
ing to suffer.)

After the reading...

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

TABLE TALK
HYMN OF THE DAY Now the Green Blade Rises verses 1 & 2
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Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958
Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol
Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYER TIME

Worship Leader: Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for

the church, the well-being of creation, and a world in need.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: God of the covenant, through the church you draw us into commu-
nity. We give thanks for the means of grace around which we gather. Inspire writ-
ers, musicians, and artists whose creative gifts adorn our worship. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of the nations, you desire peace and plenty for all people. De-
fend those who challenge oppression and expose corruption. Support advocates for
human rights, social justice, and the welfare of children. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of good will, you restore what is broken. We pray for any ex-
periencing estrangement, conflict, or abuse in families and intimate relationships.
Protect and comfort all who are vulnerable, especially those living in institutions.
We pray especially for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror
such as the people of Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and victims of mass shootings,
those suffering from natural and manmade disasters including hurricanes, bliz-
zards, floods, and chemical spills, & and these people and circumstances we name
11101 and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts
............................... Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Pastor: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the
silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Congregation:
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Pastor: It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy
for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the full-
ness of your grace. And so, with all the saints, the choirs of angels, and all the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for

the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

TABLE BLESSING (AFTER COMMUNION IS SERVED)
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.



SENDING SONG The Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Go forth into the world to serve God with
gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil
for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all
people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Congrega-

tion: Thanks be to God!
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