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Welcome! In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the
dead. To those in exile or living in the shadows of death, this story proclaims God’s promise of
resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life.
At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing

promise in our baptism.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at
any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, and Holy Com-
munion is served with gluten-free bread & grape juice.

GATHERING SONGS All Are Welcome Verse 1
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling

Verse 2
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Je-sus 1s call-ing, call - ing, “0O sin - ner, come home!”
GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all
from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be
raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Je-
sus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.



FIRST READING Romans 8:6-11

Introduction to the Lesson: For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the re-
ality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our actions and values is not our
sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus
from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.

6 To be controlled by human nature results in death; to be controlled by the Spirit
results in life and peace. 7 And so people become enemies of God when they are
controlled by their human nature; for they do not obey God's law, and in fact they
cannot obey it. 8 Those who obey their human nature cannot please God.

9 But you do not live as your human nature tells you to; instead, you live as the
Spirit tells you to—if, in fact, God's Spirit lives in you. Whoever does not have the
Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ lives in you, the Spirit is
life for you[b] because you have been put right with God, even though your bodies
are going to die because of sin. 11 If the Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from
death, lives in you, then he who raised Christ from death will also give life to your
mortal bodies by the presence of his Spirit in you.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON John 11:1-45

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls
ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and re-
stores him to life..

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 11th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

A man named Lazarus, who lived in Bethany, became sick. Bethany was the town
where Mary and her sister Martha lived. (2 This Mary was the one who poured the
perfume on the Lord's feet and wiped them with her hair; it was her brother Laza-
rus who was sick.) 3 The sisters sent Jesus a message: “Lord, your dear friend is
sick.” 4 When Jesus heard it, he said, “The final result of this sickness will not be
the death of Lazarus; this has happened in order to bring glory to God, and it will
be the means by which the Son of God will receive glory.”5 Jesus loved Martha
and her sister and Lazarus. 6 Yet when he received the news that Lazarus was sick,
he stayed where he was for two more days. 7 Then he said to the disciples, “Let us



go back to Judea.” 8 “Teacher,” the disciples answered, “just a short time ago the
people there wanted to stone you; and are you planning to go back?” 9 Jesus said,
“A day has twelve hours, doesn't it? So those who walk in broad daylight do not
stumble, for they see the light of this world. 10 But if they walk during the night
they stumble, because they have no light.” 11 Jesus said this and then added, “Our
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I will go and wake him up.” 12 The disciples
answered, “If he is asleep, Lord, he will get well.” 13 Jesus meant that Lazarus had
died, but they thought he meant natural sleep. 14 So Jesus told them plainly,
“Lazarus is dead, 15 but for your sake I am glad that I was not with him, so that
you will believe. Let us go to him.” 16 Thomas (called the Twin) said to his fellow
disciples, “Let us all go along with the Teacher, so that we may die with him!”

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had been buried four days before. 18
Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Judeans had come
to see Martha and Mary to comfort them about their brother's death. 20 When Mar-
tha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed in the
house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “If you had been here, Lord, my brother would not
have died! 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask him
for.” 23 “Your brother will rise to life,” Jesus told her. 24 “I know,” she replied,
“that he will rise to life on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection
and the life. Those who believe in me will live, even though they die; 26 and those
who live and believe in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 “Yes, Lord!”
she answered. “I do believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who was to
come into the world.”

28 After Martha said this, she went back and called her sister Mary privately. “The
Teacher is here,” she told her, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this,
she got up and hurried out to meet him. (30 Jesus had not yet arrived in the village,
but was still in the place where Martha had met him.) 31 The people who were in
the house with Mary comforting her followed her when they saw her get up and
hurry out. They thought that she was going to the grave to weep there. 32 Mary ar-
rived where Jesus was, and as soon as she saw him, she fell at his feet. “Lord,” she
said, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died!” 33 Jesus saw her
weeping, and he saw how the people with her were weeping also; his heart was
touched, and he was deeply moved. 34 “Where have you buried him?” he asked
them. “Come and see, Lord,” they answered. 35 Jesus wept. 36 “See how much he



'99

loved him!” the people said. 37 But some of them said, “He gave sight to the blind
man, didn't he? Could he not have kept Lazarus from dying?”

38 Deeply moved once more, Jesus went to the tomb, which was a cave with a
stone placed at the entrance. 39 “Take the stone away!” Jesus ordered. Martha, the
dead man's sister, answered, “There will be a bad smell, Lord. He has been buried
four days!” 40 Jesus said to her, “Didn't I tell you that you would see God's glory if
you believed?” 41 They took the stone away. Jesus looked up and said, “I thank
you, Father, that you listen to me. 42 I know that you always listen to me, but I say
this for the sake of the people here, so that they will believe that you sent me.” 43
After he had said this, he called out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 He
came out, his hands and feet wrapped in grave cloths, and with a cloth around his
face. “Untie him,” Jesus told them, “and let him go.” 45 Many of the people who
had come to visit Mary saw what Jesus did, and they believed in him.

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death verses 1 & 2
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SO learn his love, its  length and breadth, its  full - ness, depth, and height.
to give the Spir-it’s u - ni - ty, the ver - y bond of peace.
Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984
Music: AZMON, Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829
Text © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Worship Leader: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.



A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Your spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and re-
store ecosystems in need of healing. Uplift prophetic voices that turn us to the
needs of the soil beneath our feet and the air all around. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: You redeem the world and its peoples. Free us from systems of op-
pression. Unbind nations and societies from the sins of racism, sexism, and homo-
phobia. Raise up leaders at all levels of government who work to promote the dig-
nity of every human life. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve or who
are troubled by illness. We pray for those on our prayer list, those suffering from
war and terror such as the people of Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, those
suffering from natural and manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards,
floods, and chemical spills, & and these people and circumstances we name
NOW......cvvnnnnn. and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts ..........
You hear us when we call to you. Deliver us from the depths of our despair, and
free us from the worries that bind us. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom
and power revealed in Christ crucified.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Pastor: It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy
for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the full-
ness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.
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Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

0| e .

A 5—] I.f’hijﬁ — —
Je-sus, re - mem-ber me when you come in-to your king - dom.

0 e ——

o >—/—F"F—hg— @& 1t T 11

N - I

Y% $ 33535 3 53 35385 2
Je-sus, re - mem-ber me when you come in-to your king - dom.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

TABLE BLESSING (AFTER COMMUNION IS SERVED)
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.



SENDING SONG The Doxology
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heav'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this
week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Serve in love.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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