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Welcome! Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The 

risen Christ is making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new 

people of us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through the lens of 

love. 
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any 

point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available 

for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with 

gluten-free bread and grape juice. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG           All Are Welcome                                 Verses 1 & 3 



4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

 

 

 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-

ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions 

gain nothing. Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by 

your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Sav-

ior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-

ever.   

Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING     Revelation 21:1-6  

Introduction to the Lesson: John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age 

has dawned; God dwells with us already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that 

cloud our vision will be wiped away. Then we will see the new heaven, new earth, and 

new Jerusalem. 

 
Reader: Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The first heaven and the first earth 

disappeared, and the sea vanished. 2 And I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, com-

ing down out of heaven from God, prepared and ready, like a bride dressed to meet her 

husband. 3 I heard a loud voice speaking from the throne: “Now God's home is with 

people! He will live with them, and they shall be his people. God himself will be with 



them, and he will be their God. 4 He will wipe away all tears from their eyes. There will 

be no more death, no more grief or crying or pain. The old things have disappeared.” 

5 Then the one who sits on the throne said, “And now I make all things new!” He also 

said to me, “Write this, because these words are true and can be trusted.” 6 And he said, 

“It is done! I am the first and the last, the beginning and the end. To anyone who is 

thirsty I will give the right to drink from the spring of the water of life without paying 

for it. 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL    John 13:31-35                    
After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betray-

er, Jesus speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, 

even to death on the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community.  
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 13th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

31 After Judas had left, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man's glory is revealed; now God's 
glory is revealed through him. 32 And if God's glory is revealed through him, then God 
will reveal the glory of the Son of Man in himself, and he will do so at once. 33 My 
children, I shall not be with you very much longer. You will look for me; but I tell you 
now what I told the Jewish authorities, ‘You cannot go where I am going.’ 34 And now 
I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another. 35 If you have love for one another, then everyone will know that you 
are my disciples.” 
 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 
We Are Found 

As Jesus in today’s gospel prepares the disciples for his imminent departure, he tells 
them that they will look for him but won’t be able to join him where he is going. It will 
not be long before the women are at the tomb in the early morning, only to find it emp-
ty. 

We also look for Jesus, but perhaps we don’t know that we are engaged in the search. 
We are constantly seeking purpose and answers, turning to self-help books, inspirational 
videos, exercise programs, and new ways of organizing our stuff. Billboards and maga-
zine covers highlight our flaws while offering the next best solution to make us happy 
and well. 



These opportunities can be compelling, and some of them will prove successful in man-
aging some aspects of life. But these solutions don’t turn up what we’re really looking 
for: to be truly loved and known, secure and whole. We find this security only in the 
love of God. Yet, in this Easter season we are reminded that we do not need to seek Je-
sus; rather, Jesus seeks out and finds us. We cannot go where Jesus goes, leading the 
way through death to new life, but Jesus ultimately finds us wherever we are, even when 
we are most lost. The women found an empty tomb, but Jesus is not gone. The resurrect-
ed Jesus finds them! 

In finding us, Jesus also directs our searching by giving us a commandment: “Love one 
another” (John 13:34). In seeking to love one another, we are reminded again and again 
that the great love of God has already found us. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee verses 1 & 3   

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Worship Leader: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrec-
tion for the church, people in need, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 



 

Prayer Leader: Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices 
or desires, as the church cares for one another. Open us to perceive your gifts in those we 
least expect. Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By 
your love heal us, convict us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our churches and 
communities. Let everyone know your goodness by the love we show one another.  
Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress, especially those 
on the prayer list of our congregation, all those suffering from violence, terror, and natu-
ral disasters (including all those impacted by COVID-19), and those we name now with 
our lips or in our hearts……… As Christ enters our deepest suffering, remain with those 
experiencing despair and great need. Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our 
prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your 
life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-

nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-

es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrec-

tion of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away 

our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 

earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and sera-

phim, we praise your name.   
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-

ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest 

to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.  

Congregation: Amen. 

 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent 

the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, 



nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Congregation: Amen.  
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have 

given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s ser-

vice to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.  

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 


