
5th Sunday of Easter  

May 7, 2023 

Mark 2:4 Adaptive Worship Service 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1812 North Highland Avenue                                  727-446-5026 

Clearwater, Florida  33755                             office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church     Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ 

promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism 

commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy peo-

ple, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we 

bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.  

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any point 

though you can move around anytime you want or need, and Holy Communion is served with 

gluten-free bread & grape juice.  
 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                           Verses 1 & 2  



2 Let us build a house where prophets speak, 

and words are strong and true, 

where all God's children dare to seek 

to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 

and as symbol of God's grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  

 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and 
the life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his command-
ments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Acts 7:55-60 

Introduction to the Lesson: Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apos-

tles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). 

Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 

he becomes the first martyr of the faith  
 

Reader:  55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw 
God's glory and Jesus standing at the right side of God. 56 “Look!” he said. “I see 
heaven opened and the Son of Man standing at the right side of God!” 57 With a 
loud cry the Council members covered their ears with their hands. Then they all 
rushed at him at once, 58 threw him out of the city, and stoned him. The witnesses 
left their cloaks in the care of a young man named Saul. 59 They kept on stoning 
Stephen as he called out to the Lord, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” 60 He knelt 
down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord! Do not remember this sin against 
them!” He said this and died.  
 

 After the reading... 



Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    John 14:1-14         

Introduction to the Gospel: On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final 
words with his disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he promises to 
go before them and act on their behalf. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 14th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

“Do not be worried and upset,” Jesus told them. “Believe in God and believe also 
in me. 2 There are many rooms in my Father's house, and I am going to prepare a 
place for you. I would not tell you this if it were not so. 3 And after I go and pre-
pare a place for you, I will come back and take you to myself, so that you will be 
where I am. 4 You know the way that leads to the place where I am going.” 5 
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going; so how can we 
know the way to get there?” 6 Jesus answered him, “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life; no one goes to the Father except by me. 7 Now that you have known me,” 
he said to them, “you will know my Father also, and from now on you do know 
him and you have seen him.” 
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father; that is all we need.” 9 Jesus an-
swered, “For a long time I have been with you all; yet you do not know me, Philip? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. Why, then, do you say, ‘Show us the Fa-
ther’? 10 Do you not believe, Philip, that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me? The words that I have spoken to you,” Jesus said to his disciples, “do not 
come from me. The Father, who remains in me, does his own work. 11 Believe me 
when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. If not, believe because 
of the things I do. 12 I am telling you the truth: those who believe in me will do 
what I do—yes, they will do even greater things, because I am going to the Father. 
13 And I will do whatever you ask for in my name, so that the Father's glory will 
be shown through the Son. 14 If you ask me for anything in my name, I will do it. 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON            
 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY        Jesus Loves Me!   
 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Worship Leader: United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in 
times of trouble. As we remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. 
Bless all deacons and strengthen them for their bridge-building ministry between 
church and world. Risen Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to 
world and local leaders and organizations as they begin, build, or renew relation-



ships. Strengthen leaders and aid organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt fol-
lowing conflict, unrest, or natural disaster. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, 
those experiencing homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, those who are 
sick or injured, and all who question if there is a home in your heart. We pray espe-
cially for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as the 
people of Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural and 
manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills, & 
and these people and circumstances we name now……………. and those we name 
now with our lips or in our hearts ……….  Risen Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers 
and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archan-
gels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name.  
 



Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 



our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  



DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Alleluia! He is risen!! Go in peace.  

Congregation: He is risen indeed!! Alleluia!!! Thanks be to God!  
 

POSTLUDE 
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