
6th Sunday After Epiphany 
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Welcome! In today’s reading from Deuteronomy we are called to choose life by 

loving and obeying God. Much of today’s gospel reading echoes portions of the 

Ten Commandments. Jesus’ instructions to the crowd reveal a pattern of behavior 

that honors both God and the neighbor, resulting in life and health for the whole 

community. We too are invited to embrace these commandments, not out of fear of 

retribution, but because God has promised that to do so means life for us. 
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at 

any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, and Holy Com-

munion is served with gluten-free bread & grape juice.  

 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                          Verses 1 & 3 

 



3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.   

 

 
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are 

weak mortals we accomplish nothing good without you. Help us to see and under-

stand the things we ought to do, and give us grace and power to do them, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

Congregation: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING   Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Introduction to the Lesson: The Lord sets before the people of God a clear choice. 

Life and prosperity will come to the faithful; loss of the land will be the conse-

quence of disobedience. Choosing life entails loving and holding fast to the Lord. 

Life in God’s presence presupposes the promise made to the ancestors. 
 

Reader: 15 “Today I am giving you a choice between good and evil, between life 

and death. 16 If you obey the commands of the Lord your God,[a] which I give 

you today, if you love him, obey him, and keep all his laws, then you will prosper 

and become a nation of many people. The Lord your God will bless you in the land 

that you are about to occupy. 17 But if you disobey and refuse to listen, and are led 

away to worship other gods, 18 you will be destroyed—I warn you here and now. 



You will not live long in that land across the Jordan that you are about to occupy. 

19 I am now giving you the choice between life and death, between God's blessing 

and God's curse, and I call heaven and earth to witness the choice you make. 

Choose life. 20 Love the Lord your God, obey him and be faithful to him, and then 

you and your descendants will live long in the land that he promised to give your 

ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”  

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 5:21-37         

Introduction to the Gospel: In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus exhorts his follow-
ers to embrace standards of righteousness that exceed legal requirements and tra-
ditional expectations. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 5th chapter.  
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

21 “You have heard that people were told in the past, ‘Do not commit murder; any-

one who does will be brought to trial.’ 22 But now I tell you: if you are angry with 

your brother you will be brought to trial, if you call your brother ‘You good-for-

nothing!’ you will be brought before the Council, and if you call your brother a 

worthless fool you will be in danger of going to the fire of hell. 23 So if you are 

about to offer your gift to God at the altar and there you remember that your broth-

er has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar, go at 

once and make peace with your brother, and then come back and offer your gift to 

God. 

25 “If someone brings a lawsuit against you and takes you to court, settle the dis-

pute while there is time, before you get to court. Once you are there, you will be 

turned over to the judge, who will hand you over to the police, and you will be put 

in jail. 26 There you will stay, I tell you, until you pay the last penny of your fine. 

27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ 28 But now I tell 

you: anyone who looks at a woman and wants to possess her is guilty of commit-

ting adultery with her in his heart. 29 So if your right eye causes you to sin, take it 

out and throw it away! It is much better for you to lose a part of your body than to 

have your whole body thrown into hell. 30 If your right hand causes you to sin, cut 

it off and throw it away! It is much better for you to lose one of your limbs than to 

have your whole body go off to hell. 



31 “It was also said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a written notice 

of divorce.’ 32 But now I tell you: if a man divorces his wife for any cause other 

than her unfaithfulness, then he is guilty of making her commit adultery if she mar-

ries again; and the man who marries her commits adultery also. 

33 “You have also heard that people were told in the past, ‘Do not break your 

promise, but do what you have vowed to the Lord to do.’ 34 But now I tell you: do 

not use any vow when you make a promise. Do not swear by heaven, for it is God's 

throne; 35 nor by earth, for it is the resting place for his feet; nor by Jerusalem, for 

it is the city of the great King. 36 Do not even swear by your head, because you 

cannot make a single hair white or black. 37 Just say ‘Yes’ or ‘No’—anything else 

you say comes from the Evil One. 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON            
 

HYMN OF THE DAY               Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                

 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Worship Leader: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: Inspire your church that it may be a sign of life throughout the 
world. From the exploration of faith with children and new believers to missionar-
ies and bishops, shape lives of faithfulness, so that all find abundant life in your 
ways. Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Encourage this congregation. Call us to a common purpose and 
keep us from quarrelling. Turn our hearts toward you and guide our leaders, so that 
our choices may be lifegiving for all. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Nurture all in need. We pray for those on our prayer list, those suf-
fering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine and victims of mass 
shootings, those suffering from natural disasters including hurricanes, blizzards 
and floods & and these people and circumstances we name now……………. and 
those we name now with our lips or in our hearts ………. Bring healing to all who 
experience trauma caused by systems of injustice and destructive relationships. 
Give courage to those struggling to repent and those seeking reconciliation. Sustain 
all who work for restoration. Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom 
and power revealed in Christ crucified. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 



HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.  
 
Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   



Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 
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