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Welcome! Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God urges the faithful, again and 

again, to “listen up!”—to heed the word that gives life. So it was with Abraham and Sa-

rah, Mary and Martha, and the early church at Colossae. So it is today as we join the as-

sembly to hear the word of God, the word of life. 
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any 

point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available 

for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with 

gluten-free bread and grape juice. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG           All Are Welcome                                 Verses 1 & 4 



4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

 

 

 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-

ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray. Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make 

yourself our guest. Amid the cares of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that 

we may treasure your word above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING    Genesis 18:1-10a  

Introduction to the Lesson: The Lord visits Abraham and Sarah to tell them that the long
-awaited promise of the birth of a child will be fulfilled for them in their old age. 
 

Reader: The Lord appeared to Abraham at the sacred trees of Mamre. As Abraham was 

sitting at the entrance of his tent during the hottest part of the day, 2 he looked up and 

saw three men standing there. As soon as he saw them, he ran out to meet them. Bowing 

down with his face touching the ground, 3 he said, “Sirs, please do not pass by my home 

without stopping; I am here to serve you. 4 Let me bring some water for you to wash 

your feet; you can rest here beneath this tree. 5 I will also bring a bit of food; it will give 

you strength to continue your journey. You have honored me by coming to my home, so 

let me serve you.” They replied, “Thank you; we accept.” 

6 Abraham hurried into the tent and said to Sarah, “Quick, take a sack of your best flour, 

and bake some bread.” 7 Then he ran to the herd and picked out a calf that was tender 

and fat, and gave it to a servant, who hurried to get it ready. 8 He took some cream, 



some milk, and the meat, and set the food before the men. There under the tree he 

served them himself, and they ate. 

9 Then they asked him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” “She is there in the tent,” he an-

swered. 10 One of them said, “Nine months from now I will come back, and your wife 

Sarah will have a son.” 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL    Luke 10:38-42                    
Introduction to the Lesson: Jesus is challenged to explain what is involved in obeying 

the greatest commandment. He tells a parable rich in surprises: those expected to show 

pity display hard hearts while the lowly give and receive unexpected and lavish mercy. 

 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 10th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

38 As Jesus and his disciples went on their way, he came to a village where a woman 
named Martha welcomed him in her home. 39 She had a sister named Mary, who sat 
down at the feet of the Lord and listened to his teaching. 40 Martha was upset over all 
the work she had to do, so she came and said, “Lord, don't you care that my sister has 
left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her to come and help me!” 
41 The Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha! You are worried and troubled over so 
many things, 42 but just one is needed. Mary has chosen the right thing, and it will not 
be taken away from her.” 
 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 
Intentional Attention 

We set the table just so. We light fresh taper candles. We mop the floor and put out the 
best china. We carefully attend to the recipe, being sure to exclude any allergens and to 
include tons of home-cooked flavor. 

Many of us have been taught how to be hospitable to guests in our home. In fact, there’s 
a whole industry dedicated to hospitality and making others feel welcome in new plac-
es! 

But today we are reminded that hospitality is not just a matter of attention to detail, but 
of attention to the individual guests too. 



Though this text is often used to pit Mary and Martha against one another in the hearts 
of hearers (with Mary often winning that contest), perhaps it is less about either/or and 
more a both/and situation. 

Jesus is on the scene, and Martha is so busy trying to make him feel welcome that she 
neglects to pay attention to him. Certainly, he is the focus of her work (she wants the 
place ready for him!), but when it comes to Jesus, his words are at a premium, and Mary 
devotes her attention to making him feel welcome by making him feel heard. 

Martha is not wrong in her desire to create the right environment. Her intention is right. 
Being welcoming is serious business and takes time and effort (and she could probably 
use her sister’s help to get the work done!). But what good is a clean house and a good 
meal at the expense of the guests being seen, heard, and truly known? 

For heavenly hospitality in homes, churches, and communities, it is not enough to set the 
table and invite the guests. They must be listened to, heard, and given attention. Both in-
tention and attention must be considered for true hospitality to be shown. In Jesus, God 
shows humanity both. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY          You Are the Way             verses 1 & 2 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Worship Leader: United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the 
creation, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 



 

Ever-present God, in Christ you fill all things. As your church gathers to hear your word, 
share your meal, and receive your blessing, teach us to welcome strangers as we have 
been welcomed by you. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Through Christ you created all things, visible and invisible. Teach hu-
mankind to honor and protect all creation, including living things that remain hidden 
from our eyes such as air, atmosphere, molecules, and microscopic creatures. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Through Christ you bring peace. Assure all who are worried and distract-
ed by many things of your constant presence. Soothe those suffering in mind, body, or 
spirit. Sustain all who are afflicted and those who serve as caregivers. We pray especial-
ly for all those on our prayer list, those suffering from violence and terror such as the 
people of Ukraine, Buffalo, Uvalde, & Highland Park, and those suffering from natural 
disasters such as wildfires, floods, and COVID-19, and these we name now……………. 
and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts ……… Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy 
Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-

nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  

 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 



Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-

es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.   
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-

ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language 
is closest to our hearts. 
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Amen. 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent 

the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and 



sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Congregation: Amen.  
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and 

have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the 

world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.  

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 


