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Welcome! The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and in-
telligent. Jesus associates with those often excluded from the religious community.
Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and for-
giveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you
that are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 3
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



3 Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine and wheat:

a banquet hall on holy ground

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome 1n this place.

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have
made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that
we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Romans 7:15-25a

Introduction to the Lesson: Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we
know good but do not do it and do things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus
Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

Reader: 15 I do not understand what I do; for I don't do what I would like to do,
but instead I do what I hate. 16 Since what I do is what I don't want to do, this
shows that I agree that the Law is right. 17 So I am not really the one who does this
thing; rather it is the sin that lives in me. 18 I know that good does not live in me—
that 1s, in my human nature. For even though the desire to do good is in me, I am
not able to do it. 19 I don't do the good I want to do; instead, I do the evil that I do
not want to do. 20 If I do what I don't want to do, this means that I am no longer
the one who does it; instead, it 1s the sin that lives in me.

21 So I find that this law is at work: when I want to do what is good, what is evil is
the only choice I have. 22 My inner being delights in the law of God. 23 But I see
a different law at work in my body—a law that fights against the law which my



mind approves of. It makes me a prisoner to the law of sin which is at work in my
body. 24 What an unhappy man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is
taking me to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who does this through our Lord Jesus
Christ!

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus chides people who find fault with both his minis-
try and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are
not needed to receive what God has to offer.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 11th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “Now, to what can I compare the people of
this day? They are like children sitting in the marketplace. One group shouts to the
other, 17 ‘We played wedding music for you, but you wouldn't dance! We sang fu-
neral songs, but you wouldn't cry!” 18 When John came, he fasted and drank no
wine, and everyone said, ‘He has a demon in him!” 19 When the Son of Man came,
he ate and drank, and everyone said, ‘Look at this man! He is a glutton and wine
drinker, a friend of tax collectors and other outcasts!” God's wisdom, however, 1s
shown to be true by its results.”

25 At that time Jesus said, “Father, Lord of heaven and earth! I thank you because
you have shown to the unlearned what you have hidden from the wise and learned.
26 Yes, Father, this was how you were pleased to have it happen.

27 “My Father has given me all things. No one knows the Son except the Father,
and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him.

28 “Come to me, all of you who are tired from carrying heavy loads, and I will
give you rest. 29 Take my yoke and put it on you, and learn from me, because I am
gentle and humble in spirit; and you will find rest. 30 For the yoke I will give you
is easy, and the load I will put on you is light.”

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY  Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling vs.1& 2
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Je -sus is call-ing, call - ing, “0O sin - ner, come home!”

Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909
Music: THOMPSON, Will L. Thompsen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Worship Leader: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer
our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: God of the covenant, you call ministers to proclaim your gospel of
grace throughout the world. Inspire pastors, deacons, church musicians, and all



ministers of your word, Pastor Jeff, Pastor Attila, Pastor Lydia, Pastor Klaus, Bish-
op Pedro Suarez, Bishop Elizabeth, and Deacons Connie, Nova, Frank, Susi, Vicki,
and Iris, and musicians Wendy, Dora, Grace’s choirs, and soloists, as they carry out
your work. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of the nations, you desire that all the peoples of the world live
in peace. Guide government leaders at all levels—national, state/province, and lo-
cal—to work for justice, mercy, and reconciliation. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of compassion, you bring healing to those who are sick, conso-
lation to those who are grieving, and well-being to those who are distraught. Send
skilled caregivers to all in need, and make your presence known among all who
suffer. We pray especially for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and
terror such as the people of Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, those suffering
from natural and manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and
chemical spills, & and these people and circumstances we name now................
and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts .......... Risen Lord, in your
mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Pastor: It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

TABLE BLESSING (AFTER COMMUNION IS SERVED)
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this
week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Share the harvest!
Congregation: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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