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Welcome! Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide 

with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen 

Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our 

gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ 

in the world.  

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any point 

though you can move around anytime you want or need, and Holy Communion is served with 

gluten-free bread & grape juice.  
 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                           Verses 1 & 3  



3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  

 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in 
heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, 
and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Acts 17:22-31  
Introduction to the Lesson: In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the 

gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He pro-

claims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and 

earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised 

from the dead.  
 

Reader:  22 Paul stood up in front of the city council and said, “I see that in every 
way you Athenians are very religious. 23 For as I walked through your city and 
looked at the places where you worship, I found an altar on which is written, ‘To 
an Unknown God.’ That which you worship, then, even though you do not know it, 
is what I now proclaim to you. 24 God, who made the world and everything in it, is 
Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples made by human hands. 25 
Nor does he need anything that we can supply by working for him, since it is he 
himself who gives life and breath and everything else to everyone. 26 From one 
human being he created all races of people and made them live throughout the 



whole earth. He himself fixed beforehand the exact times and the limits of the 
places where they would live. 27 He did this so that they would look for him, and 
perhaps find him as they felt around for him. Yet God is actually not far from any 
one of us; 28 as someone has said, 
‘In him we live and move and exist.’ 
It is as some of your poets have said, 
‘We too are his children.’ 
29 Since we are God's children, we should not suppose that his nature is anything 
like an image of gold or silver or stone, shaped by human art and skill. 30 God has 
overlooked the times when people did not know him, but now he commands all of 
them everywhere to turn away from their evil ways. 31 For he has fixed a day in 
which he will judge the whole world with justice by means of a man he has cho-
sen. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising that man from death!” 
 

 After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    John 14:15-21         

Introduction to the Gospel: In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, 
Jesus encourages obedience to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who 
will be with them forever. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 14th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

15 “If you love me, you will obey my commandments. 16 I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Helper, who will stay with you forever. 17 He is the Spir-
it, who reveals the truth about God. The world cannot receive him, because it can-
not see him or know him. But you know him, because he remains with you and is 
in you. 18 “When I go, you will not be left all alone; I will come back to you. 19 In 
a little while the world will see me no more, but you will see me; and because I 
live, you also will live. 20 When that day comes, you will know that I am in my 
Father and that you are in me, just as I am in you. 21 “Those who accept my com-
mandments and obey them are the ones who love me. My Father will love those 
who love me; I too will love them and reveal myself to them.” 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON            
 



HYMN OF THE DAY        Baptized in Water   
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION & MOTHERS’ DAY BLESSING  
Worship Leader: United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in 
times of trouble. As we remember Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. 
Bless all deacons and strengthen them for their bridge-building ministry between 
church and world. Risen Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to 
world and local leaders and organizations as they begin, build, or renew relation-



ships. Strengthen leaders and aid organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt fol-
lowing conflict, unrest, or natural disaster. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, 
those experiencing homelessness, those fleeing war and poverty, those who are 
sick or injured, and all who question if there is a home in your heart. We pray espe-
cially for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as the 
people of Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural and 
manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills, & 
and these people and circumstances we name now……………. and those we name 
now with our lips or in our hearts ……….  Risen Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
MOTHERS’ DAY BLESSING 
Pastor: O God of the Resurrection, you made us in your own image and redeemed 
us through Jesus your Son. Look with compassion on the whole human family, but 
especially this day we ask your blessing on those we celebrate today who are gath-
ered in our midst.  
  

Pastor: Almighty God, with a mother’s love and a father’s care you have blessed 
some with the joy and responsibility of children. Today we bless those here and 
throughout the world who are mothers and pray that you give them gracious love, 
calm strength, and patient wisdom, that they may teach those under their care to 
love whatever is just and true and good and that through them their children and 
the world as a whole may encounter your unconditional love, following the exam-
ple of our Savior Jesus Christ. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
  

Pastor: Triune God, whose will it is that humans live in community, bless family 
life everywhere and fill all homes with respect, joy, laughter, and prayer. Strength-
en the commitment of all spouses to one another, that they may mirror your cove-
nant faithfulness. Give strength and wisdom to single parents who shoulder the tri-
als of parenthood alone. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Pour out your Spirit on all those who are a mothering and nurturing pres-
ence for children and our community in general, such as mothers who have adopt-
ed their children, foster mothers, women serving as guardians, and on any who 
serve as a mother figure in any capacity. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
  

Pastor: God of Peace, may you comfort those who find this day to be difficult due 
to a loss of a child or their mother, strained relationships between mother and off-



spring, because they have not been able to have children, or for any other reason.  
Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
  

Pastor: God of all, for the sake of the whole world may you take away the arro-
gance and hatred that too often infect our hearts; break down the walls that sepa-
rate us; unite us in bonds of love; and, through our struggle and confusion, work to 
accomplish your purposes on earth; so that, in your good time, every people and 
nation may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne. Risen Lord, in 
your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
  

Prayer Leader: Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers 
and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archan-
gels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name.  
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 



 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 



TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

 

 



DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Alleluia! He is risen!! Go in peace.  

Congregation: He is risen indeed!! Alleluia!!! Thanks be to God!  
 

POSTLUDE 
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