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Welcome! This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the im-

age of friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for 

John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture 

the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mu-

tuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that 

true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian 

community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 



TABLE GRACE 

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together. 

Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our heads. We thank you, God, for 

daily bread. Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONGS                All Are Welcome                        Verse 1  
 



     I Know that My Redeemer Lives!                        Verse 6  

4 He lives to silence all my fears; 
he lives to wipe away my tears; 
he lives to calm my troubled heart; 
he lives all blessings to impart. 
 
5 He lives to bless me with his love; 
he lives to plead for me above; 
he lives my hungry soul to feed; 
he lives to help in time of need. 
 
6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend; 
he lives and loves me to the end; 
he lives, and while he lives, I'll sing; 
he lives, my prophet, priest, and king! 
 
7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 
he lives, and I shall conquer death; 
he lives my mansion to prepare; 
he lives to bring me safely there. 
 
8 He lives, all glory to his name! 
He lives, my Savior, still the same; 
what joy this blest assurance gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 

 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 

understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all 

things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Je-

sus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

 



FIRST READING   Acts 10:44-48  

Introduction to the Lesson: While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gen-

tile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the 

Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands 

that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

Reader: 44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit came down on all those 

who were listening to his message. 45 The Jewish believers who had come from 

Joppa with Peter were amazed that God had poured out his gift of the Holy Spirit 

on the Gentiles also. 46 For they heard them speaking in strange tongues and prais-

ing God's greatness. Peter spoke up: 47 “These people have received the Holy 

Spirit, just as we also did. Can anyone, then, stop them from being baptized with 

water?” 48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then 

they asked him to stay with them for a few days. 

 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    John 15:9-17        

Introduction to the Gospel: On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testi-
mony to his disciples to help them in the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most im-
portant of all his commands, that they love one another. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 15th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

9 I love you just as the Father loves me; remain in my love. 10 If you obey my 

commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's com-

mands and remain in his love. 

 

11 “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 

complete. 12 My commandment is this: love one another, just as I love you. 13 The 

greatest love you can have for your friends is to give your life for them. 14 And 

you are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants 

any longer, because servants do not know what their master is doing. Instead, I call 

you friends, because I have told you everything I heard from my Father. 16 You did 

not choose me; I chose you and appointed you to go and bear much fruit, the kind 



of fruit that endures. And so the Father will give you whatever you ask of him in 

my name. 17 This, then, is what I command you: love one another. 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

TABLE TALK                          
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love vs. 1-3   

 

 

 



PRAYER TIME 

Worship Leader: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let 
us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 
A brief silence. 
 
Prayer Leader: Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church 
with the gifts of your Spirit and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen 
our commitments with our ecumenical and interreligious partners. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vi-
sion to world leaders, that they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. 
Strengthen international partnerships and cooperation. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially 
those afflicted by anxiety, depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of 
your love in our care for one another. We pray especially for those on our prayer 
list, the requests included in our Prayer Wall, those suffering from war and terror 
such as the people of Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and victims of mass violence, 
those suffering from natural and manmade disasters including hurricanes, bliz-
zards, fires, floods, and collapsing bridges, & and these people and circumstances 
we name now…………………. and those we name now with our lips or in our 
hearts …………………………. Guide communities to actively care for people 
who are vulnerable. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the 
silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Congregation: 
Amen. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 



Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archan-
gels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name. 
 
Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

 



Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom as you teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Christ is risen! Alleluia!!  

Congregation: Alleluia! He is risen indeed!! Thanks be to God!  
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