7th Sunday of Pentecost
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LUTHERAN CHURCH

1812 North Highland Avenue 7277-446-5026
Clearwater, Florida 33755 office@GraceCLW.com
Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox



Welcome! God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegeta-
tion. It is also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like
seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God
promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we
may bear fruit in the world.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 4
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all are wel-come, all are wel - come in  this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



4 Let us build a house where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,

and live the Word they've known.

Here the outcast and the stranger

bear the image of God's face;

let us bring an end to fear and danger:

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your
word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and
grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Con-
gregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 55:10-13

Introduction to the Lesson: God'’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as
never-failing precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is
cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.

Reader: 10 “My word is like the snow and the rain that come down from the sky
to water the earth. They make the crops grow and provide seed for planting and
food to eat.
11 So also will be the word that I speak— 1t will not fail to do what I plan for it;

it will do everything I send it to do.
12 “You will leave Babylon with joy; you will be led out of the city in peace.
The mountains and hills will burst into singing, and the trees will shout for joy.
13 Cypress trees will grow where now there are briers; myrtle trees will come up
in place of thorns. This will be a sign that will last forever, a reminder of what I,
the Lord, have done.”



After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Introduction to the Gospel: In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow
the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heav-
en is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news pro-
duces different results in those who hear.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 13th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

That same day Jesus left the house and went to the lakeside, where he sat down to
teach. 2 The crowd that gathered around him was so large that he got into a boat
and sat in it, while the crowd stood on the shore. 3 He used parables to tell them
many things.

“Once there was a man who went out to sow grain. 4 As he scattered the seed in
the field, some of it fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some of
it fell on rocky ground, where there was little soil. The seeds soon sprouted, be-
cause the soil wasn't deep. 6 But when the sun came up, it burned the young plants;
and because the roots had not grown deep enough, the plants soon dried up. 7
Some of the seed fell among thorn bushes, which grew up and choked the plants. 8
But some seeds fell in good soil, and the plants bore grain: some had one hundred
grains, others sixty, and others thirty.” 9 And Jesus concluded, “Listen, then, if you
have ears!”

18 “Listen, then, and learn what the parable of the sower means. 19 Those who
hear the message about the Kingdom but do not understand it are like the seeds
that fell along the path. The Evil One comes and snatches away what was sown in
them. 20 The seeds that fell on rocky ground stand for those who receive the mes-
sage gladly as soon as they hear it. 21 But it does not sink deep into them, and they
don't last long. So when trouble or persecution comes because of the message, they
give up at once. 22 The seeds that fell among thorn bushes stand for those who
hear the message; but the worries about this life and the love for riches choke the
message, and they don't bear fruit. 23 And the seeds sown in the good soil stand for
those who hear the message and understand it: they bear fruit, some as much as
one hundred, others sixty, and others thirty.”

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY  Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (sung twice)
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.
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Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing. Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Worship Leader: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer

our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Guide your church, O God, to sow seeds of forgiveness and right-
eousness on good soil. Direct your people to proclaim your love in this congrega-
tion and throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Answer the prayers of those gathered in worship, O God. Protect
those who travel near and far, accompany visitors to this congregation, and nurture
our faith. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.



Prayer Leader: Heal those who are sick, O God. Guide health care workers to care
for those who suffer, scientists to conduct lifesaving research, and counselors to
care for victims of sexual abuse and exploitation We pray especially for those on
our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine
and victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural and manmade disasters
including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills, & and these people and
circumstances we name now................ and those we name now with our lips or
in our hearts .......... Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for

the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

TABLE BLESSING (AFTER COMMUNION IS SERVED)
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Congregation: Amen.



PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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heav’'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost.

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this
week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Share the harvest!
Congregation: Thanks be to God!



POSTLUDE
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