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Welcome! Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God
when Abraham intercedes for Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up
in Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer. God hears and answers prayer and so
strengthens God’s own. “When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength

within me.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any
point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available
for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with
gluten-free bread and grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 5
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5 Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed
as words within the Word.

Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace,

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:
All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome 1n this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO QAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready
to hear than we are to pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve.
Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our con-
science, and give us those good things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Colossians 2:6-15

Introduction to the Lesson: The writer of this letter warns the congregation in Colossae
about “the empty lure” of philosophies and traditions that compromise faith. Through
the gift of faith, the church is mystically connected with Christ in his death and resurrec-
tion which is enacted in baptism.

Reader: 6 Since you have accepted Christ Jesus as Lord, live in union with him. 7 Keep
your roots deep in him, build your lives on him, and become stronger in

your faith, as you were taught. And be filled with thanksgiving.

8 See to it, then, that no one enslaves you by means of the worthless deceit of human
wisdom, which comes from the teachings handed down by human beings and from the
ruling spirits of the universe, and not from Christ. 9 For the full content of divine nature



lives in Christ, in his humanity, 10 and you have been given full life in union with him.
He is supreme over every spiritual ruler and authority.

11 In union with Christ you were circumcised, not with the circumcision that is made by
human beings, but with the circumcision made by Christ, which consists of being freed
from the power of this sinful self. 12 For when you were baptized, you were buried with
Christ, and in baptism you were also raised with Christ through your faith in the active
power of God, who raised him from death. 13 You were at one time spiritually dead be-
cause of your sins and because you were Gentiles without the Law. But God has now
brought you to life with Christ. God forgave us all our sins; 14 he canceled the unfavor-
able record of our debts with its binding rules and did away with it completely by nail-
ing it to the cross. 15 And on that cross Christ freed himself from the power of the spir-
itual rulers and authorities; he made a public spectacle of them by leading them as cap-
tives in his victory procession.

Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13
Introduction to the Lesson: In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds

them to focus on God’s coming reign, God’s mercy, and the strengthening of the com-
munity. Jesus encourages his disciples to childlike trust and persistence in prayer.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 11th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he had finished, one of his disciples
said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”
2 Jesus said to them, “When you pray, say this:
‘Father:

May your holy name be honored; may your Kingdom come.
3 Give us day by day the food we need.
4 Forgive us our sins, for we forgive everyone who does us wrong.

And do not bring us to hard testing.’”
5 And Jesus said to his disciples, “Suppose one of you should go to a friend's house at
midnight and say, ‘Friend, let me borrow three loaves of bread. 6 A friend of mine who
is on a trip has just come to my house, and I don't have any food for him!” 7 And sup-
pose your friend should answer from inside, ‘Don't bother me! The door is already
locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.” 8 Well,
what then? I tell you that even if he will not get up and give you the bread because you
are his friend, yet he will get up and give you everything you need because you are not
ashamed to keep on asking. 9 And so I say to you: Ask, and you will receive; seek, and



you will find; knock, and the door will be opened to you. 10 For those who ask will re-
ceive, and those who seek will find, and the door will be opened to anyone who knocks.
11 Would any of you who are fathers give your son a snake when he asks for fish? 12 Or
would you give him a scorpion when he asks for an egg? 13 As bad as you are, you
know how to give good things to your children. How much more, then, will the Father in
heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
God’s Goodness Doesn’t Sting

Sometimes when people are in need, they pray. And then they wait. They wonder. They
wait some more, and pray some more. Is God listening? Will God answer my prayer?
Some people may worry that they have done something to deafen God’s ears to their
needs. Maybe they fear they are unworthy to be heard and helped, or that their lives
don’t matter. Maybe they just give up on themselves and on God.

Jesus is well aware of the challenges of being a person of faith and trusting in God when
life is tough. He invites people into a deep trust in God. Why? Because God gives us
everything we want, even if it i1s bad for us? No! God doesn’t give scorpions to sting us,
even if we ask for them. Jesus invites people into a deep trust in God because of God’s
profound goodness. Jesus urges us to ask God for the sustenance we need: bread, fish,
eggs, mercy, justice, love. God will give us such good things because God is so good.

The heart of Jesus’ message is rooted in God’s goodness. It 1s not centered on our wor-
thiness, but on God’s generous heart. God 1s good. God is merciful. God 1s compassion-
ate. God responds to our need out of that benevolence. The Good One gives good things
for those in need. This is who God is for us.

This doesn’t resolve our tough and appropriate questions about when and how prayers
get answered. It does tell us that we are invited to trust that we are cared for no matter
what. We are provided for beyond our comprehension, not because of our goodness, but
because of God’s. We can come forward to Christ’s table—hungry for acceptance, long-
ing for the bread of mercy—and know we will receive that bread in our hands.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY What a Friend We Have in Jesus verses 1 & 2
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
2 Have we tr1 - als and temp-ta - tions? Is there trou-ble an - y - where?

3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum - bered with a load of -care?

|
W|-5‘. J\}d‘

1 f & | [§ ]
What a priv-1-lege to car - ry ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis - cour - aged—take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; oh, what need-lesspain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith - ful who will all our sor-rowsshare?
Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to theLord in prayer.
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all be-cause we do not car - ry ev - ty-thing to God in prayer!

Je - sus knows our ev-’ry weak - ness—take it to the Lord in prayer.
In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a so-lace there.

Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886
Music: CONVERSE, Charles C. Converse, 1832—-1918

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Worship Leader: United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the

creation, and all in need.
A brief silence.

Rooted and built up in Christ, we pray for the church. Embolden church leaders to take
risks for the sake of the gospel, and equip the baptized to proclaim your extravagant love
for the whole world. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.



Prayer Leader: Interceding on behalf of the vulnerable, we pray for the peoples of the
world. Inspire all rulers and governing authorities with your justice. Guide the work of
legislators and public officials, that they advocate for the well-being of those they serve.
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Persistent in prayer, we pray for our neighbors in need. To all who have
hunger, give daily bread. To all who have bread, give hunger for justice. Open us to the
cries of those who suffer. We pray especially for all those on our prayer list, those suffer-
ing from violence and terror such as the people of Ukraine, Buffalo, Uvalde, & Highland
Park, and those suffering from natural disasters such as wildfires, floods, and COVID-
19, and these we name now................ and those we name now with our lips or in our
hearts ......... Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever
in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Olfferings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-
nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-
es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language
is closest to our hearts.
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Amen.

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent
the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Congregation: Amen.



BLESSING
Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and
have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the
world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!



