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Welcome! The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long 

prayer Jesus prays for his followers in John’s gospel on the night before his death, 

and always includes Jesus’ desire that his followers will be one as he and the Fa-

ther are one. This oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, 

but mutual abiding, interpenetrating life, mutual love, and joy. This oneness is the 

work of the Spirit whom we have received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit! 



TABLE GRACE 

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together. 

Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our heads. We thank you, God, for 

daily bread. Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONGS                All Are Welcome                        Verse 1  
 



     I Know that My Redeemer Lives!                        Verse 7  

4 He lives to silence all my fears; 
he lives to wipe away my tears; 
he lives to calm my troubled heart; 
he lives all blessings to impart. 
 
5 He lives to bless me with his love; 
he lives to plead for me above; 
he lives my hungry soul to feed; 
he lives to help in time of need. 
 
6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend; 
he lives and loves me to the end; 
he lives, and while he lives, I'll sing; 
he lives, my prophet, priest, and king! 
 
7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 
he lives, and I shall conquer death; 
he lives my mansion to prepare; 
he lives to bring me safely there. 
 
8 He lives, all glory to his name! 
He lives, my Savior, still the same; 
what joy this blest assurance gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 

 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, 

and by the powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit trans-

form us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

 



FIRST READING   Acts 1:15-17, 21-26  

Introduction to the Lesson: In the days between Jesus’ ascension and Pentecost, 

Peter oversees the process whereby one of the members of the community of believ-

ers is chosen to be the twelfth apostle, in order to fill the vacancy created by Ju-

das’s treachery and death. 

 

Reader: 15 A few days later there was a meeting of the believers, about a hundred 

and twenty in all, and Peter stood up to speak. 16 “My friends,” he said, “the scrip-

ture had to come true in which the Holy Spirit, speaking through David, made a 

prediction about Judas, who was the guide for those who arrested Jesus. 17 Judas 

was a member of our group, for he had been chosen to have a part in our work.” 21

-22 “So then, someone must join us as a witness to the resurrection of the Lord Je-

sus. He must be one of the men who were in our group during the whole time that 

the Lord Jesus traveled about with us, beginning from the time John preached his 

message of baptism until the day Jesus was taken up from us to heaven.” 23 So 

they proposed two men: Joseph, who was called Barsabbas (also known as Justus, 

and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know the thoughts of everyone, so 

show us which of these two you have chosen 25 to serve as an apostle in the place 

of Judas, who left to go to the place where he belongs.” 26 Then they drew lots to 

choose between the two men, and the one chosen was Matthias, who was added to 

the group of eleven apostles.  

 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    John 17:6-19         

Introduction to the Gospel: In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the 
night before his death—his prayer for his disciples and for all who would believe 
in him through their words. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 17th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

6 “I have made you known to those you gave me out of the world. They belonged 
to you, and you gave them to me. They have obeyed your word, 7 and now they 
know that everything you gave me comes from you. 8 I gave them the message 
that you gave me, and they received it; they know that it is true that I came from 
you, and they believe that you sent me. 



9 “I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those you gave me, for they 
belong to you. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine; and my glory is 
shown through them. 11 And now I am coming to you; I am no longer in the world, 
but they are in the world. Holy Father! Keep them safe by the power of your name, 
the name you gave me, so that they may be one just as you and I are one. 12 While 
I was with them, I kept them safe by the power of your name, the name you gave 
me. I protected them, and not one of them was lost, except the man who was bound 
to be lost—so that the scripture might come true. 13 And now I am coming to you, 
and I say these things in the world so that they might have my joy in their hearts in 
all its fullness. 14 I gave them your message, and the world hated them, because 
they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15 I do not 
ask you to take them out of the world, but I do ask you to keep them safe from the 
Evil One. 16 Just as I do not belong to the world, they do not belong to the world. 
17 Dedicate them to yourself by means of the truth; your word is truth. 18 I sent 
them into the world, just as you sent me into the world. 19 And for their sake I ded-
icate myself to you, in order that they, too, may be truly dedicated to you. 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

TABLE TALK                          
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       Son of God, Eternal Savior   vs. 1 & 2   
 

 

PRAYER TIME & BLESSING OF THE WOMEN 

Worship Leader: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let 
us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 
A brief silence. 
 
Prayer Leader: You sanctify us in your truth; your word is truth. Send your church 
out into the world to spread your love and joy. Embolden all bishops, pastors, and 
deacons especially Bishop Suarez, Pastors Jeff and Lydia, and our Synod Parish 
Deacons Connie, Nova, Susi, Frank, Vicki, and Iris, to be faithful ministers of your 
word and sacraments. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Your people seek wisdom, understanding, and peace. Guide all 
those who govern and inspire them to work on behalf of the most vulnerable in our 
midst. Keep safe first responders, those serving in the military, and those whose 
duty it is to protect others. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Your children need your loving care. Protect them from all harm. 
Comfort those in any affliction. Support those who grieve and bring solace to those 
near death. We pray especially for those on our prayer list, the requests included in 



our Prayer Wall, those suffering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine, 
Israel, Palestine, and victims of mass violence, those suffering from natural and 
manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, fires, floods, and collapsing 
bridges, & and these people and circumstances we name now…………………. 
and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts …………………………. 
Guide communities to actively care for people who are vulnerable. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the 
silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Congregation: 
Amen. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archan-
gels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name. 
 
Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom as you teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

 



PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 



week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Christ is risen! Alleluia!!  

Congregation: Alleluia! He is risen indeed!! Thanks be to God!  
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