
7th Sunday of Easter  
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1812 North Highland Avenue                                  727-446-5026 

Clearwater, Florida  33755                             office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church     Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the 

upper room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the church around the world. In today’s gospel 

Jesus prays for his followers and for their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and eco-

nomic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go 

forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends for the whole human 

family.  

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any point 

though you can move around anytime you want or need, and Holy Communion is served with 

gluten-free bread & grape juice.  
 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                           Verses 1 & 4  



4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and as-
cended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in 
joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Acts 1:6-14  
Introduction to the Lesson: Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narra-

tive of the outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen 

Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he 

promises that they will receive the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Reader:  6 When the apostles met together with Jesus, they asked him, “Lord, will 

you at this time give the Kingdom back to Israel?” 7 Jesus said to them, “The times 

and occasions are set by my Father's own authority, and it is not for you to know 

when they will be. 8 But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will be filled 

with power, and you will be witnesses for me in Jerusalem, in all of Judea and Sa-

maria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 After saying this, he was taken up to heaven 

as they watched him, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

10 They still had their eyes fixed on the sky as he went away, when two men 

dressed in white suddenly stood beside them 11 and said, “Galileans, why are you 

standing there looking up at the sky? This Jesus, who was taken from you into 

heaven, will come back in the same way that you saw him go to heaven.”  



12 Then the apostles went back to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, which is 

about half a mile away from the city. 13 They entered the city and went up to the 

room where they were staying: Peter, John, James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 

Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, Simon the Patriot, and Judas 

son of James. 14 They gathered frequently to pray as a group, together with the 

women and with Mary the mother of Jesus and with his brothers. 
 

 After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    John 17:1-11         

Introduction to the Gospel: On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his 
heavenly Father, asking that those who continue his work in this world will live in 
unity. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 17th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After Jesus finished saying this, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour 
has come. Give glory to your Son, so that the Son may give glory to you. 2 For you 
gave him authority over all people, so that he might give eternal life to all those 
you gave him. 3 And eternal life means to know you, the only true God, and to 
know Jesus Christ, whom you sent. 4 I have shown your glory on earth; I have fin-
ished the work you gave me to do. 5 Father! Give me glory in your presence now, 
the same glory I had with you before the world was made. 
6 “I have made you known to those you gave me out of the world. They belonged 
to you, and you gave them to me. They have obeyed your word, 7 and now they 
know that everything you gave me comes from you. 8 I gave them the message 
that you gave me, and they received it; they know that it is true that I came from 
you, and they believe that you sent me. 
9 “I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those you gave me, for they 
belong to you. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine; and my glory is 
shown through them. 11 And now I am coming to you; I am no longer in the world, 
but they are in the world. Holy Father! Keep them safe by the power of your name, 
the name you gave me, so that they may be one just as you and I are one. 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



SERMON                         Rev. Lydia Villanueva        
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing    vs. 1-3  
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Worship Leader: United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of harmony, as you drew your son to your side, you draw us to 
you and unite us with the planet and one another. Weave your church together in a 
web of mutual love for the sake of the world. Risen Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: You empower your people with the fire of your Spirit. Challenge 
activists and organizers, teachers and politicians, and all in leadership to speak a 
message of peace and justice. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: You care for all your children. Show your steadfast love to those 
suffering isolation, especially exiles, refugees, or prisoners. Break the chains of all 



held fast by systemic oppression of any kind. Comfort all who are afraid or suffer-
ing from illness. We pray especially for those on our prayer list, those suffering 
from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, 
those suffering from natural and manmade disasters including hurricanes, bliz-
zards, floods, and chemical spills, & and these people and circumstances we name 
now……………. and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts ……….  
Risen Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers 
and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archan-
gels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name.  
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 



TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

 

 



DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Alleluia! He is risen!! Go in peace.  

Congregation: He is risen indeed!! Alleluia!!! Thanks be to God!  
 

POSTLUDE 
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