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Welcome! It is possible to hear in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, a prayer he offered shortly
before his death, the petitions of the ascended Christ for his own throughout history—to
our day—and beyond. Jesus prays for us. In holy baptism we become believers in God,
have our robes washed in the flood of Christ’s forgiveness, and receive the gift of life
forever with all the saints.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any

point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available
for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with
gluten-free bread and grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 3
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3 Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine and wheat:

a banquet hall on holy ground

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome 1n this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO QAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your
one will. Make us love what you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all
the changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Je-
sus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
Introduction to the Lesson: The ascended Christ, hidden from our sight, promises to
come again. We eagerly pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” with all who respond to this invita-
tion.

Reader: 12 “Listen!” says Jesus. “I am coming soon! I will bring my rewards with me, to
give to each one according to what he has done. 13 I am the first and the last, the begin-
ning and the end.”

14 Blessed are those who wash their robes clean and so have the right to eat the fruit
from the tree of life and to go through the gates into the city.

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to announce these things to you in the churches. [ am
descended from the family of David; I am the bright morning star.”



17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come!”

Everyone who hears this must also say, “Come!”

Come, whoever is thirsty; accept the water of life as a gift, whoever wants it.

20 He who gives his testimony to all this says, “Yes indeed! I am coming soon!”
So be it. Come, Lord Jesus!

21 May the grace of the Lord Jesus be with everyone.

Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL John 17:20-26
Introduction to the Lesson: Jesus prays that the life of his followers will be character-

ized by an intimate unity of identity with God. To be so identified with God means also
to share in God’s mission: to proclaim the word that will bring others into this same

unity.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 17th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

20 “I pray not only for them, but also for those who believe in me because of their mes-
sage. 21 I pray that they may all be one. Father! May they be in us, just as you are in me
and [ am in you. May they be one, so that the world will believe that you sent me. 22 I
gave them the same glory you gave me, so that they may be one, just as you and I are
one: 23 I in them and you in me, so that they may be completely one, in order that the
world may know that you sent me and that you love them as you love me.

24 “Father! You have given them to me, and I want them to be with me where I am, so
that they may see my glory, the glory you gave me; for you loved me before the world
was made. 25 Righteous Father! The world does not know you, but I know you, and
these know that you sent me. 26 I made you known to them, and I will continue to do
so, in order that the love you have for me may be in them, and so that I also may be in
them.”

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
The Glorious Beloved

It can be difficult to have a benevolent view of humanity. News and social media feed
us a steady diet of the wrongdoings of the world. Whether it be mass violence, corporate
malfeasance, individual acts of hatred or hurt, or the horrible things we believe the other
side 1s doing, we have no shortage of evidence of the brokenness of human beings.



We might even find biblical support for this low view of people as a whole. We can look
back to the creation story in Genesis and God calling all that is created “good,” only to
move to the eating of the fruit and the failure of those first two people in their obedience.
We can then travel through the whole scriptural narrative and find that it is filled with all
the same terrible things we see in our present day.

As Lutherans, we say of ourselves that we are both saint and sinner, but the volume of
negative information we encounter about human experience can make it seem that sin-
fulness and brokenness are our only reality. Sometimes we need a reminder of our good-
ness and the power of even a little bit of God’s grace to work transformation in and
among us.

Today’s gospel passage is one of those blessed reminders. As Jesus prays for his disci-
ples, he notes that others will believe because of their word. He prays for their unity and
belief, and that they may know the glory they have been given and the love God has for
them. These are tremendous gifts of grace.

Our Easter proclamation demonstrates the power of their word. We are the heirs of their
witness, unity, belief, and glory. Though there may be plenty of evidence that says other-
wise, we are the glorious beloved through whom God is working to bring goodness and
mercy into people’s lives today.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Blest Be the Tie That Binds verses 1-3
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1 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts 1n Chris-tian love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
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the u - ni-ty of heart and mind is like to that a - bove.
our fears, our hopes,our aims are one, our com-forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth - er flows the sym - pa - thiz-ing tear.
and per - fect love and {friend-ship reign through all e - ter - ni - ty.

Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Music: DENNIS, Johann G. Négeli, 1773-1836, adapt.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrec-

tion for the church, people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Holy God, make your people one as you and your Son are one. Extend
the gifts we have been given by your Spirit to all people, especially those experiencing
division or questioning your love. Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our pray-
er.

Prayer Leader: Keep in our minds those who have died in war, both military and civil-
ians, especially those who have died defending this nation. May we honor them by seek-
ing peaceful solutions to the conflicts that arise among nations and peoples. Lord, in
your mercy, Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Grant freedom to all who are overwhelmed by chronic illness, depres-
sion, or constant worry, especially those on the prayer list of this congregation (including
all those suffering from violence, terror, and natural disasters, such as the people of
Ukraine, Buffalo, and Uvalde, and those impacted by wildfires and COVID-19), and
those we name now with our lips or in our hearts, ......... Open them to receive health and
salvation in Christ Jesus through the Spirit’s gift of faith. Lord, in your mercy, Congregation:
hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your
life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Olfferings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-
nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
Pastor: The Lord be with you.



Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-
es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrec-
tion of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away
our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and sera-
phim, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language
is closest to our hearts.
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.



Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent
the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.
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heav’'n - ly host;  praise  Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

SENDING SONG The Doxology

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have
given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s ser-
vice to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!



