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Welcome! It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable 

of the wheat and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the har-

vest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage 

and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope 

in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of 

justice and mercy.   
 

 

 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                           Verses 1 & 5  



5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your 
word. By your Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with 
firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that 
we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 44:6-8  

Introduction to the Lesson: There are no other gods besides God: the word of the 
Lord does not fail to come to pass. We can trust in God, through whom Israel—
and we—are redeemed. 
 

Reader:  6 The Lord, who rules and protects Israel, 

    the Lord Almighty, has this to say: 

“I am the first, the last, the only God; there is no other god but me. 

7 Could anyone else have done what I did? 

    Who could have predicted all that would happen 

    from the very beginning to the end of time? 

8 Do not be afraid, my people! 

You know that from ancient times until now 

    I have predicted all that would happen, 

    and you are my witnesses. 

Is there any other god? 

Is there some powerful god I never heard of?”  



After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43         

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and 
evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but 
not until the end of human history. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 13th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

24 Jesus told them another parable: “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man 
sowed good seed in his field. 25 One night, when everyone was asleep, an enemy 
came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26 When the plants grew 
and the heads of grain began to form, then the weeds showed up. 27 The man's 
servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, it was good seed you sowed in your field; 
where did the weeds come from?’ 28 ‘It was some enemy who did this,’ he an-
swered. ‘Do you want us to go and pull up the weeds?’ they asked him. 29 ‘No,’ he 
answered, ‘because as you gather the weeds you might pull up some of the wheat 
along with them. 30 Let the wheat and the weeds both grow together until harvest. 
Then I will tell the harvest workers to pull up the weeds first, tie them in bundles 
and burn them, and then to gather in the wheat and put it in my barn.’” 
36 When Jesus had left the crowd and gone indoors, his disciples came to him and 
said, “Tell us what the parable about the weeds in the field means.” 
37 Jesus answered, “The man who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the 
field is the world; the good seed is the people who belong to the Kingdom; the 
weeds are the people who belong to the Evil One; 39 and the enemy who sowed 
the weeds is the Devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvest workers 
are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are gathered up and burned in the fire, so the same 
thing will happen at the end of the age: 41 the Son of Man will send out his angels 
to gather up out of his Kingdom all those who cause people to sin and all others 
who do evil things, 42 and they will throw them into the fiery furnace, where they 
will cry and gnash their teeth. 43 Then God's people will shine like the sun in their 
Father's Kingdom. Listen, then, if you have ears! 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                          
 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY               On Eagle's Wings                  verses 1 and 2  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Worship Leader: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer 
our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
 

 



Prayer Leader: O God, you call your church to announce the gospel of reconcilia-
tion and truth both near and far. Guide your church as it seeks your wisdom and 
shares it, trusting your Spirit bearing witness among us. Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: You desire peace among nations and peoples. Guard our neighbor-
hoods from hatred, watch over police officers and firefighters, and teach us to ad-
vocate for those who live in fear. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: You are gracious and merciful, comforting those who suffer any af-
fliction. Sustain your people living with HIV/ AIDS, provide shelter for all who are 
unhoused, and release any who are unjustly imprisoned. We pray especially for 
those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as the people of 
Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural and manmade 
disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills, & and these 
people and circumstances we name now………and those we name now with our 
lips or in our hearts ………. Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  

 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 



 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-



pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  



DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Share the harvest! 

Congregation: Thanks be to God!  
 

POSTLUDE 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#27824. Scriptures and additional materials quoted are from the Good News Bible © 1994 published by the Bible Societies/HarperCollins Publishers Ltd UK, Good 

News Bible© American Bible Society 1966, 1971, 1976, 1992. Used with permission. Hymns used with permission under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights 

reserved.. 


