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Welcome! Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasional-
ly overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on
guard against all kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have al-

so been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things

that are above.” To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encour-
agement of God’s word.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any
point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available
for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with
gluten-free bread and grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 3
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3 Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine and wheat:

a banquet hall on holy ground

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome 1n this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO QAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray. Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the
goal of our lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to
you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

Introduction to the Lesson: The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that
working for mere accumulation of wealth turns life into an empty game, a “vanity of
vanities.”” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it is good to find enjoyment in one’s
work because such enjoyment is a gift from God.

Reader: 2 It is useless, useless, said the Philosopher. Life is useless, all useless.

12 1, the Philosopher, have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 I determined that I
would examine and study all the things that are done in this world. God has laid a miser-
able fate upon us. 14 I have seen everything done in this world, and I tell you, it is all
useless. It is like chasing the wind.

18 Nothing that I had worked for and earned meant a thing to me, because I knew that |
would have to leave it to my successor, 19 and he might be wise, or he might be fool-
ish—who knows? Yet he will own everything I have worked for, everything my wisdom



has earned for me in this world. It is all useless. 20 So I came to regret that I had
worked so hard. 21 You work for something with all your wisdom, knowledge, and
skill, and then you have to leave it all to someone who hasn't had to work for it. It is
useless, and it isn't right! 22 You work and worry your way through life, and what do
you have to show for it? 23 As long as you live, everything you do brings nothing but
worry and heartache. Even at night your mind can't rest. It is all useless.

Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Luke 12:13-21
Introduction to the Lesson: In God'’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus

uses a parable to warn against identifying the worth of one’s life with the value of one’s
possessions rather than one’s relationship with God.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 12th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

13 A man in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide with me the
property our father left us.”

14 Jesus answered him, “Friend, who gave me the right to judge or to divide the proper-
ty between you two?” 15 And he went on to say to them all, “Watch out and guard your-
selves from every kind of greed; because your true life is not made up of the things you
own, no matter how rich you may be.”

16 Then Jesus told them this parable: “There was once a rich man who had land which
bore good crops. 17 He began to think to himself, ‘I don't have a place to keep all my
crops. What can I do? 18 This is what I will do,” he told himself; ‘I will tear down my
barns and build bigger ones, where I will store the grain and all my other

goods. 19 Then I will say to myself, Lucky man! You have all the good things you need
for many years. Take life easy, eat, drink, and enjoy yourself!” 20 But God said to him,
“You fool! This very night you will have to give up your life; then who will get all these
things you have kept for yourself?’”

21 And Jesus concluded, “This is how it is with those who pile up riches for themselves
but are not rich in God's sight.”

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
The Richness of Life

Many people in the United States have such an abundance of possessions that they don’t
even notice it. It feels normal to have things in excess. For others in the same culture,



paying rent or the mortgage and having enough to buy food is a struggle. Scarcity is a
daily reality.

Someone in the crowd asked Jesus, “Tell my brother to divide the family inheritance
with me” (Luke 12:13). It feels urgent. Is he being impatient? Is his brother refusing to
give him a fair share of the estate? Is he being greedy? Is he desperate because he is una-
ble to pay his debts or care for his children?

We don’t know who is living in abundance of possessions and who is living in scarcity
in this story. Whether we are rich or poor, greedy or needy, we can fall into the trap of
thinking that an abundance of possessions is what life must be about. Having enough to
live and be safe is important for everyone. But having as much as possible while others
go without is outside of God’s good intentions for human community.

Jesus points beyond abundance of possessions to finding the key to life in an abundance
of something else: being “rich toward God” (v. 21). What could this mean? First, it
means knowing that God provides abundantly for us and for all, so we live with grati-
tude to God for all we have. Second, it means knowing our only true security is in God’s
love and grace, which we always have. Third, it means responding to the God of abun-
dance with the same generosity toward others. Being rich toward God means being gen-
erous toward our neighbors.

Why is this the key to life, and not abundance of possessions? Because we are created to
live in relationship with God and each other. And in living generously toward each other
we participate in the goodness of God. That is the richness of life.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY We Give Thee But Thine Own verses 1 & 2
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2 May we thy boun - ties thus as stew-ards true re - ceive,
3 The cap-tive to re - lease, to God the lost to bring,
4 And we be-lieve thy word, though dim our faith may be:
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all that we have 1s thine a - lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad -ly, as thou bless-est wus, to thee our first- fruits give.
to teach the way of life and peace—it  1s a Christ-like thing.
what-e’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do it un - to thee.

Text: Willlam W. How, 1823-1897, alt.
Music: HEATH, L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantica Lautda, 1850



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Worship Leader: United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the

creation, and all in need.
A brief silence.

O God, you are our treasure. Where scarcity and anxiety pervade your church, bring
abundance and vitality. Guide the work of church councils and committees and give
them clarity for the work of ministry in this place, especially this Adaptive Service.
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: O God, you are wisdom. Where nations and communities yearn for
peace, bring justice. Strengthen those who toil for the welfare of others, especially mili-
tary personnel, police, first responders, and activists, and for the healing of the nations.
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: O God, you are life. Where your people are overwhelmed with the busy-
ness of life, bring encouragement. Accompany all who experience emotional, mental, or
physical distress. We pray especially for all those on our prayer list, those suffering from
violence and terror such as the people of Ukraine, Buffalo, Uvalde, & Highland Park,
and those suffering from natural disasters such as wildfires, floods, and COVID-19, and
these we name now................ and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts
......... Renew us at your table of mercy. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever
in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-
nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.



HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-
es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language
is closest to our hearts.
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Amen.



Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent
the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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heav’'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and
have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the
world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!



