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Welcome! Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is
God’s promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little
flock™ of which we are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the
promises of God. Have no fear.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any
point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available
for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with
gluten-free bread and grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 2
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2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,

where all God's children dare to seek

to dream God's reign anew.

Here the cross shall stand as witness

and as symbol of God's grace;

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome 1n this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO QAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and
light of your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready
to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Genesis 15:1-6

Introduction to the Lesson: God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his
own will be his heir and that his descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram
trusts God’s promise, and through this faith he is considered righteous.

Reader: After this, Abram had a vision and heard the Lord say to him, “Do not be afraid,
Abram. I will shield you from danger and give you a great reward.”

2 But Abram answered, “Sovereign Lord, what good will your reward do me, since I
have no children? My only heir is Eliezer of Damascus. 3 You have given me no chil-
dren, and one of my slaves will inherit my property.”

4 Then he heard the Lord speaking to him again: “This slave Eliezer will not inherit your
property; your own son will be your heir.” 5 The Lord took him outside and said, “Look
at the sky and try to count the stars; you will have as many descendants as that.”

6 Abram put his trust in the Lord, and because of this the Lord was pleased with him and
accepted him.



Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Luke 12:32-40
Introduction to the Lesson: Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live ful-

ly into God'’s reign. Instead of facing life with fear, those who know God’s generosity
are always ready to receive from God and to give to others.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 12th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father is pleased to give you the Kingdom. 33
Sell all your belongings and give the money to the poor. Provide for yourselves purses
that don't wear out, and save your riches in heaven, where they will never decrease, be-
cause no thief can get to them, and no moth can destroy them. 34 For your heart will al-
ways be where your riches are.

35 “Be ready for whatever comes, dressed for action and with your lamps lit, 36 like

servants who are waiting for their master to come back from a wedding feast. When he
comes and knocks, they will open the door for him at once. 37 How happy are those
servants whose master finds them awake and ready when he returns! I tell you, he will
take off his coat, have them sit down, and will wait on them. 38 How happy they are if
he finds them ready, even if he should come at midnight or even later! 39 And you can
be sure that if the owner of a house knew the time when the thief would come, he would
not let the thief break into his house. 40 And you, too, must be ready, because the Son of
Man will come at an hour when you are not expecting him.”

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons

Security Systems That Don’t Fail

Jesus knows that we worry about a lot of things. Many people who own a lot of posses-
sions live in fear of losing them. Some find that a security system installed with cameras
and sensors and smart doorbells can lower their anxiety. But even with internet-of-
things technology, these security systems do not stop the risk of theft. We may get a vid-
eo of someone stealing our stuff, but we still lose the stuff. Anxiety over losing what we
have persists and may in fact be ever-present as our cell phones alert us to each passerby
at the front door.

Jesus proposes several other security systems that transform our anxiety over losing
what we have into a different kind of calm. The first one he offers is probably the least



popular: Sell your possessions and give the money to the poor. You don’t have to worry
about your belongings being stolen if you get rid of them. It’s a radical option, but an
option nonetheless.

Jesus also proposes another kind of security: Place value in the things that can’t be sto-
len. When we treasure the mercy and love of God as our most prized possession, we
have what no one else can take. We have a security system that does not fail. We have
deep and abiding peace. Our fears are calmed.

There 1s one additional security system to which Jesus invites us: Have confidence that it
i1s God’s good pleasure to give us life with God, life in a world where everyone has
enough and no one worries about losing it, life where we all know we are equally be-
loved. When this is our treasure, when it is where we place our hearts, we find the peace

that is a secure gift.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY O God, Our Help in Ages Past verses 1 & 2
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1 O God,our help in a-ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un -der the shad-ow of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be-fore the hills i or-der stood or earth re-ceived 1its frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve-ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense i1s  sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end - less years the same.

short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: S1. ANNE, William Croft, 16781727

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Worship Leader: United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the

creation, and all in need.
A brief silence.



Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim the gospel with your
Spirit. Equip your flock to speak your word of promise and hope in the midst of fear and
uncertainty. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and sus-
tain our earthly home. In places of famine, provide nourishment. In places of plenty,
fashion us to be good stewards of your bounty. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait
for your steadfast love. Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry out to you.
We pray especially for all those on our prayer list, those suffering from violence and ter-
ror such as the people of Ukraine, Buffalo, Uvalde, & Highland Park, and those suffer-
ing from natural disasters such as wildfires, floods, and COVID-19, and these we name
NOW.......ceunnnnn. and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts ......... Help us
to trust your promise and not be afraid. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever
in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Olfferings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-
nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.



Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-
es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language
is closest to our hearts.
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Amen.

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent
the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort



of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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heav'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and
have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the
world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!



