9th Sunday of Pentecost
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Welcome! As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treas-
ures of faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the
reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and ex-
pands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches
of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 4
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



4 Let us build a house where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,

and live the Word they've known.

Here the outcast and the stranger

bear the image of God's face;

let us bring an end to fear and danger:

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome 1n this place.

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection
of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit,
give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING 1 Kings 3:5-12

Introduction to the Lesson: Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or
the defeat of his enemies, God gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the
people well.

Reader: 5 That night the Lord appeared to him in a dream and asked him, “What
would you like me to give you?” 6 Solomon answered, “You always showed great
love for my father David, your servant, and he was good, loyal, and honest in his
relation with you. And you have continued to show him your great and constant
love by giving him a son who today rules in his place. 7 O Lord God, you have let
me succeed my father as king, even though I am very young and don't know how
to rule. 8 Here I am among the people you have chosen to be your own, a people
who are so many that they cannot be counted. 9 So give me the wisdom I need to
rule your people with justice and to know the difference between good and evil.
Otherwise, how would I ever be able to rule this great people of yours?”

10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this, 11 and so he said to
him, “Because you have asked for the wisdom to rule justly, instead of long life for



yourself or riches or the death of your enemies, 12 I will do what you have asked. |
will give you more wisdom and understanding than anyone has ever had before or
will ever have again.

After the reading...

Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Introduction to the Gospel: Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples
proclaim the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers
several brief parables that explore the implications of this announcement for peo-
ple’s lives.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 13th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

31 Jesus told them another parable: “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man
takes a mustard seed and sows it in his field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but
when it grows up, it is the biggest of all plants. It becomes a tree, so that birds
come and make their nests in its branches.”

33 Jesus told them still another parable: “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A
woman takes some yeast and mixes it with a bushel of flour until the whole batch
of dough rises.”

44 “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man happens to find a treasure hidden
in a field. He covers it up again, and is so happy that he goes and sells everything
he has, and then goes back and buys that field.

45 “Also, the Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man is looking for fine pearls, 46
and when he finds one that is unusually fine, he goes and sells everything he has,
and buys that pearl.

47 “Also, the Kingdom of heaven is like this. Some fishermen throw their net out
in the lake and catch all kinds of fish. 48 When the net is full, they pull it to shore
and sit down to divide the fish: the good ones go into the buckets, the worthless
ones are thrown away. 49 It will be like this at the end of the age: the angels will
go out and gather up the evil people from among the good 50 and will throw them
into the fiery furnace, where they will cry and gnash their teeth.

51 “Do you understand these things?” Jesus asked them. “Yes,” they answered. 52
So he replied, “This means, then, that every teacher of the Law who becomes a dis-
ciple in the Kingdom of heaven is like a homeowner who takes new and old things
out of his storage room.”

After the reading...



Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision verses 1 and 2
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0 » |
(a2 * o !
ANIV [ ‘
4
thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
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wak - ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence  my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Powr of my pOW'T.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 18801931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Worship Leader: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer

our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Gracious God, we pray for the well-being of creation. Safeguard
the environment, clean polluted rivers and lakes, preserve the mighty tree and the
tiny mustard seed, and send advocates for sustainable practices. Lord, in your mer-

cy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Compassionate God, we pray for the nations. Instill in all who gov-
ern the ability to discern between good and evil, free those who are oppressed, and



protect those facing danger. Promote peace across the world and in our towns and
neighborhoods. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Merciful God, we pray for all in any need. Protect those fleeing
from war, shelter any who are in poverty, clothe the naked, soothe all who grieve,
and heal the sick. We pray especially for those on our prayer list, those suffering
from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine and victims of mass shootings,
those suffering from natural and manmade disasters including hurricanes, bliz-
zards, floods, and chemical spills, & and these people and circumstances we name
now......... and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts .......... Lord, in
your mercy, Congregation: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Je-sus, re - mem-ber me when you come in-to your king - dom.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



TABLE BLESSING (AFTER COMMUNION IS SERVED)
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this
week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Share the harvest!
Congregation: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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