3rd Sunday After Pentecost

June 9, 2024
Mark 2:4 Adaptive Worship Service & Café
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LUTHERAN CHURCH

1812 North Highland Avenue
Clearwater, Florida 33755

Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church

Welcome! Deuteronomy makes clear that sabbath-keeping is meant for the welfare
of all. God delivered the Israelites out of slavery, so they should observe this free-
dom with a day of rest. No one should work seven days a week; even slaves and
foreigners should be able to rest. Yet human beings can turn even the most liberat-
ing religious practice into a life-destroying rule. Jesus does not reject sabbath-
keeping, but defends its original life-enhancing meaning. Our worship and our reli-
gious way of life are to lead to restoration: the hungry being fed and the sick being

healed.

727-446-5026

office@GraceCLW.com
Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox



GATHERING SONGS

TABLE GRACE
Worship Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together.
Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our heads. We thank you, God, for
daily bread. Amen.
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



3 Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine and wheat:

a banquet hall on holy ground

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome 1n this place.

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life
and defeat into victory. Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph
over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING 2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1

Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has
prepared for us. So we do not despair no matter what life might bring because we
know that as God raised Jesus from the dead, God promises to bring us into eter-
nal life.

Reader: 4:13 The scripture says, “I spoke because I believed.” In the same spirit of
faith we also speak because we believe. 14 We know that God, who raised the Lord
Jesus to life, will also raise us up with Jesus and take us, together with you, into his
presence. 15 All this is for your sake; and as God's grace reaches more and more
people, they will offer to the glory of God more prayers of thanksgiving. 16 For
this reason we never become discouraged. Even though our physical being is grad-
ually decaying, yet our spiritual being is renewed day after day. 17 And this small
and temporary trouble we suffer will bring us a tremendous and eternal glory,
much greater than the trouble. 18 For we fix our attention, not on things that are
seen, but on things that are unseen. What can be seen lasts only for a time, but
what cannot be seen lasts forever.5:1 For we know that when this tent we live in—



our body here on earth—is torn down, God will have a house in heaven for us to
live in, a home he himself has made, which will last forever.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Mark 3:20-35
In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how anyone who

is demon-possessed can cast out demons. Those who do the will of God are pos-
sessed by the Holy Spirit, siblings of Christ.

The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 3rd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Reader: 20 Then Jesus went home. Again such a large crowd gathered that Jesus
and his disciples had no time to eat. 21 When his family heard about it, they set out
to take charge of him, because people were saying, “He's gone mad!” 22 Some
teachers of the Law who had come from Jerusalem were saying, “He has Beelzebul
in him! It is the chief of the demons who gives him the power to drive them out.”
23 So Jesus called them to him and spoke to them in parables: “How can Satan
drive out Satan? 24 If a country divides itself into groups which fight each other,
that country will fall apart. 25 If a family divides itself into groups which fight
each other, that family will fall apart. 26 So if Satan's kingdom divides into groups,
it cannot last, but will fall apart and come to an end. 27 No one can break into a
strong man's house and take away his belongings unless he first ties up the strong
man; then he can plunder his house. 28 I assure you that people can be forgiven all
their sins and all the evil things they may say. 29 But whoever says evil things
against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven, because he has committed an eternal
sin.” 30 Jesus said this because some people were saying, “He has an evil spirit in
him.” 31 Then Jesus' mother and brothers arrived. They stood outside the house
and sent in a message, asking for him. 32 A crowd was sitting around Jesus, and
they said to him, “Look, your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, and
they want you.” 33 Jesus answered, “Who is my mother? Who are my broth-
ers?” 34 He looked at the people sitting around him and said, “Look! Here are my
mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does what God wants is my brother, my sis-
ter, my mother.”



After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

TABLE TALK
HYMN OF THE DAY You Servants of God vs. 1 & 2
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: LYONS, attr. Johann Michael Haydn, 1737-1806

PRAYER TIME

Worship Leader: We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, our-

selves, and our world.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: You reawaken our hearts to your mercy. We give you thanks for re-
newers of the church in every age, especially Columba, Aiden, and Bede whom we
commemorate today. Enliven the creativity and persistence of all seeking to trans-



form the church into a closer vision of your beloved community. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Grant wisdom and clarity to all who are in seasons of discernment
and transition: high school graduates preparing for first jobs or new educational
journeys, those who are shifting careers, and those who are navigating changes in
their relationships. Accompany them with your peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Hear the prayers of all who cry out to you from the depths of fear,
despair, or hopelessness. We pray especially for those on our prayer list, the re-
quests included in our Prayer Wall, those suffering from war and terror such as the
people of Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and victims of mass violence, those suffering
from natural and manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, fires, floods,
and collapsing bridges, & and these people and circumstances we name
1110} and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts
........................ With haste, rescue victims of trafficking, exploitation, and
abuse, and bless organizations and individuals who work on their behalf. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Pastor: Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the pow-
er of the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ. Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.



Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom as you teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-



pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

TABLE BLESSING (AFTER COMMUNION IS SERVED)
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561



DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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