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Welcome! The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling 

ancient images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds 

the power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we ex-

pect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which 

we gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that 

nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that impres-

sive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our understanding. 



TABLE GRACE 

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together. 

Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our heads. We thank you, God, for 

daily bread. Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONGS           All Are Welcome                      Verses 1 & 4 
 



4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  

 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. 

Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love 

to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING    2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 

Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Je-

sus from a human perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for 

all and was raised. All who are in Christ are now in God’s new creation . 
 

Reader: 6 So we are always full of courage. We know that as long as we are at 

home in the body we are away from the Lord's home. 7 For our life is a matter of 

faith, not of sight. 8 We are full of courage and would much prefer to leave our 

home in the body and be at home with the Lord. 9 More than anything else, how-

ever, we want to please him, whether in our home here or there. 10 For all of us 

must appear before Christ, to be judged by him. We will each receive what we de-

serve, according to everything we have done, good or bad, in our bodily life. 

14 We are ruled by the love of Christ, now that we recognize that one man died for 

everyone, which means that they all share in his death. 15 He died for all, so that 

those who live should no longer live for themselves, but only for him who died and 

was raised to life for their sake. 16 No longer, then, do we judge anyone by human 

standards. Even if at one time we judged Christ according to human standards, we 



no longer do so. 17 Anyone who is joined to Christ is a new being; the old is gone, 

the new has come.  

 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
GOSPEL LESSON     Mark 4:26-34   
Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear 

and understand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s king-

dom. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 4th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Reader: 26 Jesus went on to say, “The Kingdom of God is like this. A man scatters 

seed in his field. 27 He sleeps at night, is up and about during the day, and all the 

while the seeds are sprouting and growing. Yet he does not know how it hap-

pens. 28 The soil itself makes the plants grow and bear fruit; first the tender stalk 

appears, then the head, and finally the head full of grain. 29 When the grain is ripe, 

the man starts cutting it with his sickle, because harvest time has come. 

30 “What shall we say the Kingdom of God is like?” asked Jesus. “What parable 

shall we use to explain it? 31 It is like this. A man takes a mustard seed, the small-

est seed in the world, and plants it in the ground. 32 After a while it grows up and 

becomes the biggest of all plants. It puts out such large branches that the birds 

come and make their nests in its shade.” 

33 Jesus preached his message to the people, using many other parables like these; 

he told them as much as they could understand. 34 He would not speak to them 

without using parables, but when he was alone with his disciples, he would explain 

everything to them. 

 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

TABLE TALK                          
 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY      This Is My Father's World             vs. 1 & 2   
 

 

PRAYER TIME 

Worship Leader: We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, our-
selves, and our world. 
A brief silence. 
 



Prayer Leader: Nourish your faithful people through gifts of word and worship. 
Guide the church in listening to and interpreting your message of grace for this 
time and place in history. In your wisdom, lead us in expanding the reach of your 
love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Nature sings your love in the morning and your faithfulness at 
night. Sustain the holy rhythms of creation: days and seasons, hibernation and ac-
tivity, phases of the moon and tides of the sea. Let these patterns assure us of your 
constancy. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Tend to all who journey by faith and who wait with patience for the 
fulfillment of your healing promises. Grant perseverance to people doing physical 
and occupational therapy, people living with mobility concerns, and people facing 
chronic pain. We pray especially for those on our prayer list, the requests included 
in our Prayer Wall, those suffering from war and terror such as the people of 
Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and victims of mass violence, those suffering from natu-
ral and manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, fires, floods, and col-
lapsing bridges, & and these people and circumstances we name 
now…………………. and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts 
……………………. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

FATHERS’ DAY BLESSING 

Pastor: O God of the Resurrection, you made us in your own image and redeemed 
us through Jesus your Son. Look with compassion on the whole human family, but 
especially this day we ask your blessing on those we celebrate today who are gath-
ered in our midst.  
  

Pastor: Almighty God, with a mother’s love and a father’s care you have blessed 
some with the joy and responsibility of children. Today we bless those here and 
throughout the world who are fathers and pray that you give them gracious love, 
calm strength, and patient wisdom, that they may teach those under their care to 
love whatever is just and true and good and that through them their children and 
the world as a whole may encounter your unconditional love, following the exam-
ple of our Savior Jesus Christ. Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our 
prayer. 
  

Pastor: Triune God, whose will it is that humans live in community, bless family 
life everywhere and fill all homes with respect, joy, laughter, and prayer. Strength-
en the commitment of all spouses to one another, that they may mirror your cove-
nant faithfulness. Give strength and wisdom to single parents who shoulder the tri-
als of parenthood alone. Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our prayer. 
  



Pastor: Pour out your Spirit on all those who are a fathering and encouraging pres-
ence for children and for our community in general, such as fathers who have 
adopted their children, foster fathers, men serving as guardians, and on any person 
who serves as a father figure in any capacity. Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
  

Pastor: God of Peace, may you comfort those who find this day to be difficult due 
to a loss of a child or their father, strained relationships between father and off-
spring, because they have not been able to have children, or for any other reason.  
Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our prayer. 
  

Pastor: God of all, for the sake of the whole world may you take away the arro-
gance and hatred that too often infect our hearts; break down the walls that sepa-
rate us; unite us in bonds of love; and, through our struggle and confusion, work to 
accomplish your purposes on earth; so that, in your good time, every people and 
nation may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne. 
Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our prayer. 
  

Pastor: Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Congregation: Amen.  
Pastor: Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the pow-
er of the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ. Congregation: Amen. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 



Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom as you teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-



pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

 



DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God!  
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