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Welcome! When Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel for its mistreatment
of the poor, he becomes a threat to the power of the priests and the king. John the
Baptist also speaks truth to power, and Herod has him killed. In Herod’s fear that
Jesus 1s John returned from the dead, we may hear hope for the oppressed: all the
prophets killed through the ages are alive in Jesus. We are called to witness to jus-
tice in company with them, and to proclaim God’s saving love.



GATHERING SONGS

TABLE GRACE
Worship Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together.
Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our heads. We thank you, God, for
daily bread. Amen.

All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 3
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



3 Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine and wheat:

a banquet hall on holy ground

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome 1n this place.

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and
all just works. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, being de-
fended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through Je-
sus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Amos 7:7-15

Amos is not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, he is
an ordinary farmer from Judah (the southern kingdom) called by God to speak to
Israel (the northern kingdom). God’s word of judgment through Amos conflicts
with the king’s court prophet Amaziah, whom Amos encounters at Bethel.

Reader: 7 I had another vision from the Lord. In it [ saw him standing beside a wall
that had been built with the use of a plumb line, and there was a plumb line in his
hand. 8 He asked me, “Amos, what do you see?” “A plumb line,” I answered. Then
he said, “I am using it to show that my people are like a wall that is out of line. I
will not change my mind again about punishing them. 9 The places where Isaac's
descendants worship will be destroyed. The holy places of Israel will be left in ru-
ins. | will bring the dynasty of King Jeroboam to an end.” 10 Amaziah, the priest
of Bethel, then sent a report to King Jeroboam of Israel: “Amos is plotting against
you among the people. His speeches will destroy the country. 11 This is what he
says: ‘Jeroboam will die in battle, and the people of Israel will be taken away from



their land into exile.”” 12 Amaziah then said to Amos, “That's enough, prophet! Go
on back to Judah and do your preaching there. Let them pay you for it. 13 Don't
prophesy here at Bethel any more. This is the king's place of worship, the national
temple.” 14 Amos answered, “I am not the kind of prophet who prophesies for pay.
[ am a herdsman, and I take care of fig trees. 15 But the Lord took me from my
work as a shepherd and ordered me to come and prophesy to his people Israel.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Mark 6:14-29
As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story of John

the Baptist’s martyrdom. Like John, Jesus and his disciples will also suffer at the
hands of those opposed to the gospel of salvation.

The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 6th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Reader: 14 Now King Herod heard about all this, because Jesus' reputation had
spread everywhere. Some people were saying, “John the Baptist has come back to
life! That is why he has this power to perform miracles.”

15 Others, however, said, “He is Elijah.”

Others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of long ago.”

16 When Herod heard it, he said, “He is John the Baptist! I had his head cut off,
but he has come back to life!” 17 Herod himself had ordered John's arrest, and he
had him tied up and put in prison. Herod did this because of Herodias, whom he
had married, even though she was the wife of his brother Philip. 18 John the Bap-
tist kept telling Herod, “It isn't right for you to marry your brother's wife!”

19 So Herodias held a grudge against John and wanted to kill him, but she could
not because of Herod. 20 Herod was afraid of John because he knew that John was
a good and holy man, and so he kept him safe. He liked to listen to him, even
though he became greatly disturbed every time he heard him.

21 Finally Herodias got her chance. It was on Herod's birthday, when he gave a
feast for all the top government officials, the military chiefs, and the leading citi-
zens of Galilee. 22 The daughter of Herodias came in and danced, and pleased
Herod and his guests. So the king said to the girl, “What would you like to have? I



will give you anything you want.” 23 With many vows he said to her, “I swear that
I will give you anything you ask for, even as much as half my kingdom!”

24 So the girl went out and asked her mother, “What shall I ask for?”

“The head of John the Baptist,” she answered.

25 The girl hurried back at once to the king and demanded, “I want you to give me
here and now the head of John the Baptist on a plate!”

26 This made the king very sad, but he could not refuse her because of the vows he
had made in front of all his guests. 27 So he sent off a guard at once with orders to
bring John's head. The guard left, went to the prison, and cut John's head
off; 28 then he brought it on a plate and gave it to the girl, who gave it to her moth-
er. 29 When John's disciples heard about this, they came and got his body, and bur-
ied it.

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
TABLE TALK
HYMN OF THE DAY Let Justice Flow like Streams vs. 1-3
n 1 1
o - ]
O T SR — Z
1 Let jus - tice flow like streams of spar-kling wa - ter, pure,
2 Let righ-teous-ness roll on as oth - ers’ cares we heed,
3  So may God’s plumb line, straight, de - fine our mea - sure true,
8] .
)7 A ]
s :
"l

en - a-bling growth, re - fresh-ing life, a - bun - dant, cleans-ing, sure.
an ev-er- flow - ing stream of faith trans-lat - ed in - to deed.
and jus-tice, right, and peace per-vade this world our whole life through.

Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926
Music: ST. THOMAS, Aaron Williams, 1731-1776
Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYER TIME

Worship Leader: One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy
Spirit, we join our voices in prayer.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: You gather your people into the body of Christ. Where your church
is wounded, heal it. Where it is right, strengthen it. Where it is divided, reunite it.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: All peoples praise you, O God. We give you thanks and praise for
the lives of our loved ones who now rest in you, John the Baptist and those resting
in our Memorial Garden. In the fullness of time gather us with all your saints in
light. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: On the cross your beloved Son endured pain and death. Bring heal-
ing to those in need, hope to any in despair, and comfort to the dying. We pray es-
pecially for those on our prayer list, the requests included in our Prayer Wall, those
suffering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and
victims of mass violence, those suffering from natural and manmade disasters in-
cluding hurricanes, blizzards, fires, floods, and collapsing bridges, & and these
people and circumstances we name nOw...................... and those we name now
with our lips or in our hearts ......................... , and all who suffer in any way
with the oil of healing and grant them renewal . Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Pastor: Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the pow-
er of the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ. Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Pastor: It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom as you teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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