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Welcome! In holy baptism God makes saints out of sinners. In holy communion God
forgives the sins of all the saints. In worship today we give thanks for all the saints “who
from their labors rest.” In the same breath we petition our God for the strength to hear
and to heed the admonitions of Jesus in today’s gospel. Sealed by the Spirit and sus-
tained by the Savior’s body and blood, we live with joy as God gives us breath, to the
praise of God’s glory.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any
point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available
for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with
gluten-free bread and grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 2
q ] S ]

5 i I ——— . i —
&g ts—et e — e
J & - -

1 Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safe - ly
N .

L . F- | ]
Go——
J pm— I I S \‘_‘-‘_‘_’/ \____’/

live, a place  where saints and chil - dren tell how
r) L  A— i I _
@ P P ® P [ IF i IF !'
hearts learn  to for - give. Built of hopes and dreams and
T i \ —
e T —_—
J g " '
vi - sions, rock of faith and vault of grace; here the love of
N Refrain
] 1 1 ] 1 ]
P . | |
(EEEEs e —=— v .
Christ shall end d1i - vi - sions: All are wel - come,
f) | I i I-__ | i
S P . it L‘_J (4
all are wel-come, all are wel - come in  this place.




2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,

where all God's children dare to seek

to dream God's reign anew.

Here the cross shall stand as witness

and as symbol of God's grace;

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome 1n this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray. Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one
communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to
follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressi-
ble joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18

Introduction to the Lesson: The book of Daniel was written in the second century BCE,
when the Syrian king Antiochus Epiphanes was severely persecuting the Jews. Daniel’s
vision of the four beasts proclaims that human kings will come and go, but the kingdom
will ultimately belong to God and to God’s people.

Reader: In the first year that Belshazzar was king of Babylonia, I had a dream and saw a
vision in the night. I wrote the dream down, and this is the record 2 of what I saw that
night:

Winds were blowing from all directions and lashing the surface of the ocean. 3 Four
huge beasts came up out of the ocean, each one different from the others...

15 The visions I saw alarmed me, and I was deeply disturbed. 16 I went up to one of
those standing there and asked him to explain it all. So he told me the meaning. 17 He



said, “These four huge beasts are four empires which will arise on earth. 18 And the
people of the Supreme God will receive royal power and keep it forever and ever.”

Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Luke 6:20-31
Introduction to the Lesson: In echoes of the prophet Isaiah and Mary’s song of praise,

Jesus reveals surprising things about who enjoys blessing and who endures woe. He in-
vites his disciples to shower radical love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust
even on enemies and outsiders.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 6th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: 20 Jesus looked at his disciples and said,

“Happy are you poor; the Kingdom of God is yours!

21 “Happy are you who are hungry now; you will be filled!

“Happy are you who weep now; you will laugh!

22 “Happy are you when people hate you, reject you, insult you, and say that you are
evil, all because of the Son of Man! 23 Be glad when that happens and dance for joy,
because a great reward is kept for you in heaven. For their ancestors did the very same
things to the prophets.

24 “But how terrible for you who are rich now; you have had your easy life!

25 “How terrible for you who are full now; you will go hungry!

“How terrible for you who laugh now; you will mourn and weep!

26 “How terrible when all people speak well of you; their ancestors said the very same
things about the false prophets.

27 “But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28
bless those who curse you, and pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If anyone hits you
on one cheek, let him hit the other one too; if someone takes your coat, let him have
your shirt as well. 30 Give to everyone who asks you for something, and when someone
takes what is yours, do not ask for it back. 31 Do for others just what you want them to
do for you.

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons



Saints Named and Unnamed

On All Saints Day, many congregations read aloud the names of loved ones who have
died in the last year. We don’t call them saints because they were perfect but because
they were loved by us and by God. We acknowledge that all people, being simultaneous-
ly sinners and saints, lead complex lives full of both bad and good. We rest in the sure
promise that at the end of their lives, God has welcomed our loved ones to their eternal
home.

In this passage from Luke, Jesus’ words remind us that there are more saints than we
could ever list in our litanies. There are many saints whose names we do not even know.
Those whom God calls “blessed” are often marginalized and forgotten: the hungry, poor,
suffering, and rejected. Yet, these unlikely saints are the ones Jesus calls us to emulate.
We are to live with our hearts fixed not on the rewards of the world, but on the treasures
found in God’s unending presence.

So today, as we honor the saints we knew personally by speaking their names, we can
also honor the saints we have never known, those who have been forgotten by humans
but remain favored by God. We might imagine adding their names to our never-ending
litany, an ongoing celebration of all the faithful who have gone before us.

We might even imagine our own names being added to that list. After all, we too are
made saints, not by our own merit but by God’s gracious transformation that begins at
our baptism. When we reach the end of our own complex lives, we will join the lineage
of saints, both named and unnamed, who have gone before us. Until then, we can still
live into our sainthood, just as Jesus recommends, by living each day with radical gener-
osity and love.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus Loves Me!
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Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.
Music: JESUS LOVES ME, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all
of God’s creation.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Holy One, hold us in community with one another. Nurture a spirit of
abundant hospitality and intentional inclusion among us, welcoming the gifts of adults
and children. Inspire creative visions for our life together. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Holy One, we remember in thanksgiving those within the life of this con-
gregation who have died in the last year... Hilda Taylor, Henry Adams, George Smith,
Pat Falco, Duke Tieman, and Carolyn DuMoulin. We also remember those we name
now with our lips or in our hearts... Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Holy One, you bless those who are poor, hungry, and reviled. Provide
food, housing, and security to all who are vulnerable or in crisis. May those who have
more than enough give generously. We pray for those on our prayer list, those suffering
from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, those
suffering from natural disasters including the victims of Hurricanes Fiona and lan, and
these we name now................ and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts
......... Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever
in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Congregation: Amen.



OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-
nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 1n all plac-
es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling and strengthen
us to run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them
in glory. And so, with all the saints, with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven,
Wwe praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language
is closest to our hearts.
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Amen.

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent
the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have
given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s ser-
vice to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!



