Al Saints Sunday
November 5, 2023
Mark 2:4 Adaptive Worship Service
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Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox

Welcome! All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who
are the body of Christ. As November heralds the dying of the landscape in many
northern regions, the readings and liturgy call us to remember all who have died in
Christ and whose baptism is complete. At the Lord’s table we gather with the faith-
ful of every time and place, trusting that the promises of God will be fulfilled and
that all tears will be wiped away in the new Jerusalem.



TABLE GRACE
Worship Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together.
Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our head. We thank you, God, for
daily bread. Amen.

GATHERING SONG

All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 2
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all are wel-come, all are wel - come in  this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,

where all God's children dare to seek

to dream God's reign anew.

Here the cross shall stand as witness

and as symbol of God's grace;

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one com-
munion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to
follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inex-
pressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING Revelation 7:9-17

Introduction to the Lesson: The book of Revelation is written to seven churches in
western Asia Minor during a time of great oppression. Today’s reading is a re-
sponse to the question asked in 6:17: “Who is able to stand? ” The writer gives the
faithful the assurance of God’s protection and a vision of victory.

Reader: 9 After this I looked, and there was an enormous crowd—no one could
count all the people! They were from every race, tribe, nation, and language, and
they stood in front of the throne and of the Lamb, dressed in white robes and hold-
ing palm branches in their hands. 10 They called out in a loud voice: “Salvation
comes from our God, who sits on the throne, and from the Lamb!” 11 All the an-
gels stood around the throne, the elders, and the four living creatures. Then they
threw themselves face downward in front of the throne and worshiped God, 12
saying, “Amen! Praise, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, honor, power, and might be-



long to our God forever and ever! Amen!” 13 One of the elders asked me, “Who
are these people dressed in white robes, and where do they come from?” 14 “I
don't know, sir. You do,” I answered. He said to me, “These are the people who
have come safely through the terrible persecution. They have washed their robes
and made them white with the blood of the Lamb. 15 That is why they stand before
God's throne and serve him day and night in his temple. He who sits on the throne
will protect them with his presence. 16 Never again will they hunger or thirst; nei-
ther sun nor any scorching heat will burn them, 17 because the Lamb, who is in the
center of the throne, will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of
life-giving water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 5:1-12
Introduction to the Gospel: In the Beatitudes, Jesus provides a unique description
of those who are blessed with God’s favor. His teaching is surprising and shocking

to those who seek wealth, fame, and control over others.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the Sth chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

'When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. “Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

““Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

““Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

*“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled.

'“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

““Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

’“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

""“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

"“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds
of evil against you falsely on my account. '"Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before
you.”

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.



TABLE TALK

HYMN OF THE DAY You Servants of God verses 1 and 2
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: LYONS, attr. Johann Michael Haydn, 1737-1806

PRAYER TIME

Worship Leader: Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for
the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Holy God, the church triumphant gathers around your throne to
praise you. We join them in worship and remember your sustaining grace in every
generation. Heal our divisions; show us unity in your presence. Lord, in your mer-
cy, hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Holy healer, bless the brokenhearted and all who mourn. Send your
compassion to all who grieve, grant wholeness to those who are sick, and accom-
pany the dying. Be near to all who need you. We pray especially for those on our



prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine, Isra-
el, Palestine, and victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural and
manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills, &
and these people and circumstances we name NOw...................... and those we
name now with our lips or in our hearts ............................... Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Pastor: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the
prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus
Christ. Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling
and strengthen us to run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy
and rejoice with them in glory. And so, with all the saints, the choirs of angels, and
all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Je-sus, re - mem-ber me when you come in-to your king - dom.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
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share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

TABLE BLESSING (AFTER COMMUNION IS SERVED)
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION & ALL SAINTS REMEMBRANCE



Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Let us remember all the saints before God: We praise and bless you, O holy
Trinity. You have taught your church that it is an ageless communion of saints. We
thank you for gathering those who faithfully waited in hope for the redemption you
promised, and now for adding us who celebrate the love of Christ for the redemp-
tion of the world. Prepare a place for us among those who are already with you.
Help us remember them as an encouragement to saintly living, exciting us to love,
in anticipation of an eternal reunion. With them we praise and bless you, O holy
Trinity,

Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: We remember those within the life of our congregation who have died in
the last year:

We remember those connected to our congregation who have died in the last
year...

We remember those who are interred in our Memorial Garden...

We remember those whose names have been lifted up for this time of remem-
brance...

And we remember those other whom we name now with our lips or in our hearts...
Congregation: Amen.



BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and # give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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DISMISSAL
Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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