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Welcome! Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where 

the Spirit of God moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts 

make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from 

John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us 

God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in 

the image of God’s vision of justice and peace. 

 



TABLE GRACE 

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together. 

Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our head. We thank you, God, for 

daily bread. Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                           Verses 1 & 3  



3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice 

moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, 

that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Acts 19:1-7  

Introduction to the Lesson: In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received 

John’s baptism of repentance but had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism 

in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them 

and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit. 

 

Reader: While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul traveled through the interior of the 

province and arrived in Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2 and asked them, 

“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” “We have not even 

heard that there is a Holy Spirit,” they answered. 3 “Well, then, what kind of bap-

tism did you receive?” Paul asked. “The baptism of John,” they answered. 4 Paul 

said, “The baptism of John was for those who turned from their sins; and he told 

the people of Israel to believe in the one who was coming after him—that is, in Je-

sus.” 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Je-

sus. 6 Paul placed his hands on them, and the Holy Spirit came upon them; they 



spoke in strange tongues and also proclaimed God's message. 7 They were about 

twelve men in all. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Mark 1:4-11         

Introduction to the Gospel: Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with 
some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends is himself the one who will bap-

tize others with the Holy Spirit. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 1st chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

4 So John appeared in the desert, baptizing and preaching. “Turn away from your 

sins and be baptized,” he told the people, “and God will forgive your sins.” 5 Many 

people from the province of Judea and the city of Jerusalem went out to hear John. 

They confessed their sins, and he baptized them in the Jordan River. 6 John wore 

clothes made of camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 

locusts and wild honey. 7 He announced to the people, “The man who will come 

after me is much greater than I am. I am not good enough even to bend down and 

untie his sandals. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit.” 9 Not long afterward Jesus came from Nazareth in the province of Galilee, 

and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 As soon as Jesus came up out of the 

water, he saw heaven opening and the Spirit coming down on him like a dove. 11 

And a voice came from heaven, “You are my own dear Son. I am pleased with 

you.” 

 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

TABLE TALK                          

 

HYMN OF THE DAY      Baptized in Water   
 



 

PRAYER TIME 

Worship Leader: As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for 
God’s blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: Inspire wisdom and a spirit of proclamation in your church, God of 
forgiveness. Uplift leaders (church leaders may be named) to share the truth of 
your word in community. Encourage us to live into the promises of baptism, work-
ing for justice and peace in all the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Give strength to your leaders, God who is present in every country 
and community. Raise up leaders committed to equity and healing. Grant them dis-
cernment and compassion as they lead in love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Protect and cherish the most vulnerable among us, God of strength. 
Accompany those separated from family or hurting from broken relationships. 
Shelter our unhoused neighbors and any experiencing poverty. Protect those incar-
cerated in prisons and detention centers. Care for the sick and suffering. We pray 
especially for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as 
the people of Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and victims of mass shootings, those suf-
fering from natural and manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, 
and chemical spills, & and these people and circumstances we name 



now…………………. and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts 
…………………………. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the 
silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Congregation: 
Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the 
waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of 
water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the saints, the choirs 
of angels, and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 



and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. 

Proclaim this good news. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God!  
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