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Welcome! Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” 

finds ironic fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It ap-

pears utterly contradictory that a king should be crucified with a criminal. This victory 

appears for all the world as humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death Jesus opens 

the door to paradise. 
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any 

point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available 

for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with 

gluten-free bread and grape juice. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG           All Are Welcome                                 Verses 1 & 4 



4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

 

 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-

ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you 

nothing is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our rul-

er and guide, we may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING    Jeremiah 23:1-6  

Introduction to the Lesson: Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern 

metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s unjust rulers have caused their people, their 

“flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will raise up a new and righteous shepherd 

who will rule a restored Judah. 
 

Reader:  How terrible will be the Lord's judgment on those rulers who destroy and scat-

ter his people! 2 This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says about the rulers who were 

supposed to take care of his people: “You have not taken care of my people; you have 

scattered them and driven them away. Now I am going to punish you for the evil you 

have done. 3 I will gather the rest of my people from the countries where I have scat-

tered them, and I will bring them back to their homeland. They will have many children 

and increase in number. 4 I will appoint rulers to take care of them. My people will no 

longer be afraid or terrified, and I will not punish them again. I, the Lord, have spoken.” 



5 The Lord says, “The time is coming when I will choose as king a righteous descend-

ant of David. That king will rule wisely and do (or execute) what is right and just 

throughout the land. 6 When he is king, the people of Judah will be safe, and the people 

of Israel will live in peace. He will be called ‘The Lord Our Salvation.’. 

 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL    Luke 23:33-43                    
Introduction to the Lesson: Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call 

him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that to be Messiah and king is to give one’s life for 

others. Here he uses his power to welcome a despised sinner to paradise but puts his 

own death into God’s hands. 
 

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 23rd chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Worship Leader: 33 When they came to the place called “The Skull,” they crucified Je-
sus there, and the two criminals, one on his right and the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, 
“Forgive them, Father! They don't know what they are doing.” 
They divided his clothes among themselves by throwing dice. 35 The people stood there 
watching while the Jewish leaders made fun of him: “He saved others; let him save him-
self if he is the Messiah whom God has chosen!” 
36 The soldiers also made fun of him: they came up to him and offered him cheap wine, 
37 and said, “Save yourself if you are the king of the Jews!” 
38 Above him were written these words: “This is the King of the Jews.” 
39 One of the criminals hanging there hurled insults at him: “Aren't you the Messiah? 
Save yourself and us!” 
40 The other one, however, rebuked him, saying, “Don't you fear God? You received the 
same sentence he did. 41 Ours, however, is only right, because we are getting what we 
deserve for what we did; but he has done no wrong.” 42 And he said to Jesus, 
“Remember me, Jesus, when you come as King!” 
43 Jesus said to him, “I promise you that today you will be in Paradise with me.” 
 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 
 

The Cross as Hinge 

We end the church year in an unconventional fashion: at the cross. Today’s gospel 
seems a strange capstone to the liturgical calendar, and that is intentional. This is be-
cause Christ the King Sunday is not a capstone at all, but rather a hinge that opens into 



the new year. We end at the cross because that is where we see most fully the great, cul-
minating example of where God is willing to go to show love for humanity. We end at 
the cross because in the crucifixion we see Christ’s enthronement as the one that noth-
ing, not even death, can destroy. 

Christ’s kingship lies not in his exultation in glory but in his being raised upon the in-
strument of death from which God causes life to spring. The cross of Christ is the tree of 
life. But this life is hidden in what appears to be anything but life. Christ is not king be-
cause he conquers all in self-preserving might and force but because he conquers all in 
self-giving grace, and in doing so, he proves that he cannot be conquered even by vio-
lence. 

Now we stand ready to step again onto Advent soil, where new life, hope, and possibility 
are germinating. We must remember, as we prepare to hear once again in the story of Je-
sus’ birth and life, that God’s glory is not found in power and might but in humility and 
sacrifice, in one willing to give his life for his friends, his enemies, and the criminal 
hanging beside him. That is the kingdom of God: that place where the friend, the enemy, 
and even the one rightly condemned receive the grace and forgiveness of Christ. For 
that, we praise Christ as king! 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY               Jesus, Remember Me (Taizé)           sung x3  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
Worship Leader: United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared 
world. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: We pray for your church. Embolden denominations and faith-based or-
ganizations in creative and collaborative ministries and increase our work for the sake of 
the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: We pray for the nations of the world. Instill in every leader’s heart a de-
sire for justice and peace. Support the work of international collaborations that seek the 
goals of health and joy for all people. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: We pray for all who are undermined or oppressed. Amplify the voices of 
the unheard and break open stubborn systems of injustice. Bring about your righteous-
ness and fill us all with your redeeming light. May the sun of righteousness rise on all 
who are sick. We pray for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror 
such as the people of Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natu-
ral disasters including the victims of Hurricanes Fiona, Ian, and Nicole and these we 
name now……………. and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts ……… 
Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever 
in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-

nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 



HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-

es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.   
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-

ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language 
is closest to our hearts. 
Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Amen. 



Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent 

the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Congregation: Amen.  
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have 

given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s ser-

vice to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Tell what God has done.  

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 


