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Welcome! As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the
world, shining forth to bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God
becoming flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now. Emboldened by
the good news of Christ’s birth, along with the shepherds, and Mary & Joseph, we declare to

the world that we have indeed seen and been transformed by the arrival of “the salvation of our
God!”

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at

any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, and Holy Com-
munion is served with gluten-free bread & grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 5
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5 Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed
as words within the Word.

Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace,

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:
All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome 1n this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into
our world has brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and em-
power us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Titus 3:4-7
Introduction to the Lesson: God saves us not because of what we do. Rather, God
is a God of mercy and salvation who graciously cleanses us in baptism and renews

our lives through the Holy Spirit.

Reader: 4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior was revealed, 5 he
saved us. It was not because of any good deeds that we ourselves had done, but be-
cause of his own mercy that he saved us, through the Holy Spirit, who gives us
new birth and new life by washing us. 6 God poured out the Holy Spirit abundantly
on us through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that by his grace we might be put right
with God and come into possession of the eternal life we hope for.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL LESSON Luke 2:1-20

Introduction to the Gospel: The world’s deep night is shattered by the light of
God’s new day. The glory of God is revealed to poor shepherds, who share the
good news with others.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 2nd chapter.

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the Roman
Empire. 2 When this first census took place, Quirinius was the governor of Syria. 3
Everyone, then, went to register himself, each to his own hometown. 4 Joseph
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town of Bethlehem in Judea, the
birthplace of King David. Joseph went there because he was a descendant of Da-
vid. 5 He went to register with Mary, who was promised in marriage to him. She
was pregnant, 6 and while they were in Bethlehem, the time came for her to have
her baby. 7 She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in cloths and laid him in a
manger—there was no room for them to stay in the inn.

8 There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were spending the
night in the fields, taking care of their flocks. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone over them. They were terribly afraid, 10 but
the angel said to them, “Don't be afraid! I am here with good news for you, which
will bring great joy to all the people. 11 This very day in David's town your Savior
was born—Christ the Lord! 12 And this is what will prove it to you: you will find a
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

13 Suddenly a great army of heaven's angels appeared with the angel, singing
praises to God: 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to
those with whom he is pleased!”

15 When the angels went away from them back into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which
the Lord has told us.”

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and saw the baby lying in the
manger. 17 When the shepherds saw him, they told them what the angel had said
about the child. 18 All who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said. 19
Mary remembered all these things and thought deeply about them. 20 The shep-
herds went back, singing praises to God for all they had heard and seen; it had
been just as the angel had told them.



After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Away in a Manger
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Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
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live with you there.

Worship Leader: With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the
world, we pray for the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: The church in every land makes a joyful noise to herald your com-
ing, O God. We give thanks for poets, musicians, and hymn writers who give voice

to our praise, and for all who lead the church’s worship. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.



Prayer Leader: Bless all who gather to worship on this holy day. Be present at our
tables and celebrations, and watch over those who travel. Sustain charities, out-
reach ministries, and food pantries that give generously to people in need. Lord, in
your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Guard the lives of any in danger, especially those who work to pro-
tect others. Lead any who are in desperate circumstances to sanctuary, help, and
safety. Grant rest to the weary and soothe those who are troubled. We pray for
those on our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as the people of
Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural disasters in-
cluding blizzards and floods & the victims of Hurricanes Fiona and Ian, and these
people and circumstances we name now................ and those we name now with
our lips or in our hearts ......... Strengthen and protect health care workers, rescue
teams, crisis counselors, and all who risk themselves to keep others safe. Lord, in
your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus,
we commend all for whom we pray to the mercy of God.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



TABLE BLESSING (AFTER COMMUNION IS SERVED)
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this
week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Light refreshments are served after the service. Please stay for cookies and conversation.
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