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Welcome! The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season 

with a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah 

and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of 

the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: chil-

dren of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out 

to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all peo-

ple. 



TABLE GRACE 

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together. 

Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our head. We thank you, God, for 

daily bread. Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                           Verses 1 & 2  



2 Let us build a house where prophets speak, 

and words are strong and true, 

where all God's children dare to seek 

to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 

and as symbol of God's grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the 

leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and 

bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forev-

er. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 60:1-6  

Introduction to the Lesson: Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrim-

age to her because the light of God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful food 

of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem 

and thereby declare God’s praise. 

 

Reader: Arise, Jerusalem, and shine like the sun; The glory of the Lord is shining 

on you! 2 Other nations will be covered by darkness, But on you the light of the 

Lord will shine; The brightness of his presence will be with you. 3 Nations will be 

drawn to your light, And kings to the dawning of your new day. 4 Look around you 

and see what is happening: Your people are gathering to come home! Your sons 

will come from far away; Your daughters will be carried like children. 5 You will 

see this and be filled with joy; You will tremble with excitement. The wealth of the 

nations will be brought to you; From across the sea their riches will come. 6 Great 

caravans of camels will come, from Midian and Ephah. They will come from She-



ba, bringing gold and incense. People will tell the good news of what the Lord has 

done! 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 2:1-12       

Introduction to the Gospel: God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow 
a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-

awaited messiah of Israel. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 2nd chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea, during the time when Herod 

was king. Soon afterward, some men who studied the stars came from the East to 

Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the baby born to be the king of the Jews? We 

saw his star when it came up in the east, and we have come to worship him.” 

3 When King Herod heard about this, he was very upset, and so was everyone else 

in Jerusalem. 4 He called together all the chief priests and the teachers of the Law 

and asked them, “Where will the Messiah be born?” 5 “In the town of Bethlehem 

in Judea,” they answered. “For this is what the prophet wrote: 6 ‘Bethlehem in the 

land of Judah, you are by no means the least of the leading cities of Judah; for from 

you will come a leader who will guide my people Israel.’” 7 So Herod called the 

visitors from the East to a secret meeting and found out from them the exact time 

the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem with these instructions: 

“Go and make a careful search for the child; and when you find him, let me know, 

so that I too may go and worship him.” 9-10 And so they left, and on their way 

they saw the same star they had seen in the East. When they saw it, how happy 

they were, what joy was theirs! It went ahead of them until it stopped over the 

place where the child was. 11 They went into the house, and when they saw the 

child with his mother Mary, they knelt down and worshiped him. They brought out 

their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and presented them to him. 12 Then 

they returned to their country by another road, since God had warned them in a 

dream not to go back to Herod.  

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

TABLE TALK                          



HYMN OF THE DAY      The First Noel  vs. 1 & 2   
 



PRAYER TIME 

Worship Leader: Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for 
the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: Humble the hearts of your faithful people, that we seek to be serv-
ants of your gospel and witnesses to your mysteries. Give us boldness in faith, that 
we make the good news of Christ’s birth known to all people. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: As the magi offered gifts to the Christ child, empower us to give 
generously. Prosper the work of ministry partnerships in our community. Together, 
help us share what we have to ensure that our neighbors have enough food, re-
sources, and opportunities. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Defend the cause of all who are in need, all facing poverty, and all who are op-
pressed. Come quickly to those who feel that their lives and livelihoods are fragile. 
Give them strength and lead them forth with hope. We pray especially for those on 
our prayer list, those suffering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine, 
Israel, Palestine, and victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural and 
manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills, & 
and these people and circumstances we name now…………………. and those we 
name now with our lips or in our hearts …………………………. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the 
prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus 
Christ. Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling 
and strengthen us to run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy 
and rejoice with them in glory. And so, with all the saints, the choirs of angels, and 
all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  



DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. 

Proclaim this good news. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God!  
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