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Welcome! Today we follow Christ is his triumphal entry into Jerusalem. We have 

walked the Lenten pathway these forty days, each of us invited through baptism to “let 

the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” We enter this holy week accompany-

ing Jesus to the cross with both grief and thanksgiving in our hearts, trusting in God’s 

redeeming love. 
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any 

point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available 

for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with 

gluten-free bread and grape juice. 

 

GATHERING SONG           All Are Welcome                                 Verses 1 & 3 



3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

 

 

 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-

ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through 

our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed 

messiah and king by those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these 

branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the 

cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through 

the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.   

Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING  Philippians 2:5-11  
Introduction to the Lesson: Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn that describes Je-
sus’ humble obedience in his incarnation as a human being, even to death, and his exal-
tation and glory as Lord of all. 
 

Reader:    5 The attitude you should have is the same one that Christ Jesus had: 
6 He always had the nature of God, 
    but he did not think that by force he should try to remain equal with God. 
7 Instead of this, of his own free will he gave up all he had, 
    and took the nature of a servant. 
He became like a human being and appeared in human likeness. 
8 He was humble and walked the path of obedience all the way to death— 



    his death on the cross. 
9 For this reason God raised him to the highest place above 
    and gave him the name that is greater than any other name. 
10 And so, in honor of the name of Jesus 
    all beings in heaven, on earth, and in the world below 
    will fall on their knees, 
11 and all will openly proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Luke 19:28-40  
Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus enters Jerusalem in the manner that the prophets fore-
told. Within a week, however, the loud acclamations would become shouts of rejection. 
 

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 19th chapter. 
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Pastor: 28 After Jesus said this, he went on in front of them toward Jerusalem. 29 As he 

came near Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, he sent two disciples 

ahead 30 with these instructions: “Go to the village there ahead of you; as you go in, 

you will find a colt tied up that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If 

someone asks you why you are untying it, tell him that the Master needs it.” 

32 They went on their way and found everything just as Jesus had told them. 33 As they 

were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying it?” 

34 “The Master needs it,” they answered, 35 and they took the colt to Jesus. Then they 

threw their cloaks over the animal and helped Jesus get on. 36 As he rode on, people 

spread their cloaks on the road. 

37 When he came near Jerusalem, at the place where the road went down the Mount of 

Olives, the large crowd of his disciples began to thank God and praise him in loud voic-

es for all the great things that they had seen: 38 “God bless the king who comes in the 

name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory to God!” 

39 Then some of the Pharisees in the crowd spoke to Jesus. “Teacher,” they said, 

“command your disciples to be quiet!” 

40 Jesus answered, “I tell you that if they keep quiet, the stones themselves will start 

shouting.” 

 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
 



GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 
Getting Our Hopes Up 

Many of us were warned when we were young, “Don’t get your hopes up,” in case the things 
we were hoping for and working toward didn’t come to fruition. “Why open yourself up to the 
sting of disappointment?” is the practical wisdom contained in this common aphorism. 

When Jesus went into Jerusalem and was greeted by the joyous crowds, he knew it would lead 
to the cross. It doesn’t take divine omniscience to understand that stirring up populist senti-
ment and openly confronting political authorities does not often end well. The suffering and 
death that Jesus was set to experience was the opposite of what the crowd hoped for him, and 
it may be the opposite of what we think we want in a messiah too. But the hope offered by Je-
sus in his suffering and death, while different than what we might expect, never disappoints. 
God’s promise embodies life that is stronger than the shadow of death. Even amid fear and be-
trayal and torture, God will bring about healing. Even amid the finality of death, God will 
bring resurrection and new life. 

As we come to the close of our Lenten journey, we can confidently keep our hopes up, know-
ing that the new world being born in God will never disappoint. It may look nothing like we 
expect or dream about, but we can trust that God’s work will always defy our expectations in 
ways that are more life-giving and world-transforming than we could ever imagine for our-
selves. So, get your hopes up! God’s work will never let you down. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    All Glory, Laud, and Honor           verses 1 & 2    



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Worship Leader: Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: We pray for the church, called to follow Jesus in the way of the cross. 
Make us unflinching servants of the gospel. Deliver us from hardship as we confront the 
forces of injustice and practice radical compassion. Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: 
hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: For those in positions of authority called to lead with integrity and com-
passion: Supply them with courage and vulnerability when challenged with new ideas. 
Deliver them from fear that limits imagination and impedes justice.  Lord, in your mer-
cy, Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: For those who suffer, waiting expectantly for mercy and consolation: Ac-
company those who feel abandoned or betrayed, defend those who are wrongly accused, 
and embrace those who are incarcerated or detained. Heal those who are ill, especially 
those on the prayer list of our congregation, all those suffering from violence, terror, and 
natural disasters (including all those impacted by COVID-19), and those we name now 
with our lips or in our hearts……… Lord, in your mercy, Congregation: hear our 
prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these 

and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-

nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

 



HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-

es give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal 

feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name.   
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-

ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest 

to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  



Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent 

the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Congregation: Amen.  
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have 

given and have been forgiven. Now even as this service of worship is ending, this holiest 

of weeks is just beginning! Let us finish this Lenten journey through Maundy Thursday, 

Good Friday and the Easter Vigil, until we gather next Sunday to celebrate the Resurrec-

tion of Our Lord!   

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 


