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Welcome! This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: 

Jesus rides into Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to 

die on the cross, abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Je-

sus in his complete human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. 

Though we lament Christ’s suffering and all human suffering, we also expect 

God’s salvation: in the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a 

new covenant with all people. We enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of 

God’s astonishing work. 

 



TABLE GRACE 

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together. 

Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our heads. We thank you, God, for 

daily bread. Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONGS                All Are Welcome                        Verse 1  
 



     All Glory, Laud, and Honor                        Verse 1 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our 

Savior Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed 

messiah and king by those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless 

these branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the 



way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life 

with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Philippians 2:5-11  

Introduction to the Lesson: Christ did not act to attain status and glory but was 

obedient to God even to the point of death. Following Christ’s example, we do not 

seek personal status or glory but care for others as God cared for us in Christ’s 

death. 

 

Reader:  5 The attitude you should have is the same one that Christ Jesus had: 6 He 

always had the nature of God, but he did not think that by force he should try to re-

main equal with God. 7 Instead of this, of his own free will he gave up all he had, 

and took the nature of a servant. He became like a human being and appeared in 

human likeness. 8 He was humble and walked the path of obedience all the way to 

death—his death on the cross. 9 For this reason God raised him to the highest place 

above and gave him the name that is greater than any other name. 10 And so, in 

honor of the name of Jesus all beings in heaven, on earth, and in the world below 

will fall on their knees, 11 and all will openly proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father. 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Mark 11:1-11         

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus enters Jerusalem in the manner in which the 
prophets foretold. But in less than a week, the loud acclamations would become 
shouts of rejection. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 11th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 As they approached Jerusalem, near the towns of Bethphage and Bethany, they 

came to the Mount of Olives. Jesus sent two of his disciples on ahead 2 with these 

instructions: “Go to the village there ahead of you. As soon as you get there, you 

will find a colt tied up that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 And 

if someone asks you why you are doing that, say that the Master needs it and will 

send it back at once.” 



4 So they went and found a colt out in the street, tied to the door of a house. As 

they were untying it, 5 some of the bystanders asked them, “What are you doing, 

untying that colt?” 6 They answered just as Jesus had told them, and the crowd let 

them go. 7 They brought the colt to Jesus, threw their cloaks over the animal, and 

Jesus got on. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut 

branches in the field and spread them on the road. 9 The people who were in front 

and those who followed behind began to shout, “Praise God! God bless him who 

comes in the name of the Lord! 10 God bless the coming kingdom of King David, 

our father! Praise be to God!” 11 Jesus entered Jerusalem, went into the Temple, 

and looked around at everything. But since it was already late in the day, he went 

out to Bethany with the twelve disciples. 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

TABLE TALK                          
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       Prepare the Royal Highway         verses 1 & 2   



PRAYER TIME 

Worship Leader: Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for 
the church, the well-being of creation, and a world in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: Blessed One, today the church sings glad hosannas as we enter Ho-
ly Week. Prepare us to bear witness to Christ’s suffering and death endured for our 
sake. Gather your people around the cross and comfort us with resurrection hope. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Give energy and joy to our pastor/s, deacons, worship leaders, and 
musicians. Bless baptismal candidates, their sponsors, confirmands, and teachers. 
Watch over those who travel. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Bring hope to any who feel forsaken or forgotten. Make a way for 
refugees and asylum seekers. Reunite families enduring separation. We pray for 
any who are incarcerated, institutionalized, or in foster care, that they may know 
your love. We pray especially for those on our prayer list, those suffering from war 
and terror such as the people of Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and victims of mass 
shootings, those suffering from natural and manmade disasters including hurri-
canes, blizzards, floods, and chemical spills, & and these people and circumstances 
we name now…………………. and those we name now with our lips or in our 
hearts …………………………. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the 
silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Congregation: 
Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-



ior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy 
for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the full-
ness of your grace. And so, with all the saints, the choirs of angels, and all the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Go forth into the world to serve God with 

gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil 

for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all 

people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Congrega-

tion: Thanks be to God!  
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