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Welcome! Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the 

giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate 

the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing 

wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his 

disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the breath of the 

Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world.   
 

 

 

 

GATHERING SONG                 All Are Welcome                           Verses 1 & 5  



5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people 
by sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we 
may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, 
through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Acts 2:1-21  
Introduction to the Lesson: Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the 

fiftieth day after Passover. Luke portrays the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the 

disciples before the gathered and astonished people assembled in Jerusalem for 

the festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to the power of 

Christ’s resurrection.  
 

Reader:  When the day of Pentecost came, all the believers were gathered together 

in one place. 2 Suddenly there was a noise from the sky which sounded like a 

strong wind blowing, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then 

they saw what looked like tongues of fire which spread out and touched each per-

son there. 4 They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to talk in other lan-

guages, as the Spirit enabled them to speak.5 There were Jews living in Jerusalem, 

religious people who had come from every country in the world. 6 When they 

heard this noise, a large crowd gathered. They were all excited, because all of them 

heard the believers talking in their own languages. 7 In amazement and wonder 

they exclaimed, “These people who are talking like this are Galileans! 8 How is it, 



then, that all of us hear them speaking in our own native languages? 9 We are from 

Parthia, Media, and Elam; from Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia; from Pon-

tus and Asia, 10 from Phrygia and Pamphylia, from Egypt and the regions of Libya 

near Cyrene. Some of us are from Rome, 11 both Jews and Gentiles converted to 

Judaism, and some of us are from Crete and Arabia—yet all of us hear them speak-

ing in our own languages about the great things that God has done!” 12 Amazed 

and confused, they kept asking each other, “What does this mean?” 13 But others 

made fun of the believers, saying, “These people are drunk!” 

14 Then Peter stood up with the other eleven apostles and in a loud voice began to 

speak to the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, listen to 

me and let me tell you what this means. 15 These people are not drunk, as you sup-

pose; it is only nine o'clock in the morning. 16 Instead, this is what the prophet Jo-

el spoke about: 17 ‘This is what I will do in the last days, God says: I will pour out 

my Spirit on everyone. Your sons and daughters will proclaim my message; your 

young men will see visions, and your old men will have dreams. 

18 Yes, even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in 

those days, and they will proclaim my message. 

19 I will perform miracles in the sky above and wonders on the earth below. There 

will be blood, fire, and thick smoke; 20 the sun will be darkened, and the moon 

will turn red as blood, before the great and glorious Day of the Lord comes. 

21 And then, whoever calls out to the Lord for help will be saved.’ 
 

 After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    John 20:19-23         

Introduction to the Gospel: The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them 

a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 20th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19 It was late that Sunday evening, and the disciples were gathered together behind 
locked doors, because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities. Then Jesus came 
and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 20 After saying this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy at seeing 
the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, 



so I send you.” 22 Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 
If you forgive people's sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are 
not forgiven.” 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                          
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling  vs. 1 & 2  

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Worship Leader: United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
 



Prayer Leader: God of harmony, as you drew your son to your side, you draw us to 
you and unite us with the planet and one another. Weave your church together in a 
web of mutual love for the sake of the world. Risen Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: You empower your people with the fire of your Spirit. Challenge 
activists and organizers, teachers and politicians, and all in leadership to speak a 
message of peace and justice. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: You care for all your children. Show your steadfast love to those 
suffering isolation, especially exiles, refugees, or prisoners. Break the chains of all 
held fast by systemic oppression of any kind. Comfort all who are afraid or suffer-
ing from illness. We pray especially for those on our prayer list, those suffering 
from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine and victims of mass shootings, 
those suffering from natural and manmade disasters including hurricanes, bliz-
zards, floods, and chemical spills, & and these people and circumstances we name 
now……………. and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts ……….  
Risen Lord, in your mercy,  
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers 
and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of 



your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. And so, with 
Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and 
sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels,  cherubim and sera-
phim, we praise your name. 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 



Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

 



DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Alleluia! He is risen!! Go in peace.  

Congregation: He is risen indeed!! Alleluia!!! Thanks be to God!  
 

POSTLUDE 
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