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Welcome! In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God.
Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the serv-
ant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters
of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named
God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all
who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at
any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, and Holy Com-
munion is served with gluten-free bread & grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 3
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3 Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine and wheat:

a banquet hall on holy ground

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

is revealed in time and space;

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome 1n this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are bap-
tized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empow-
er us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 10:34-43

Introduction to the Lesson: Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating
Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the good news of God'’s inclusive forgiveness in
Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching,
Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Je-
sus Christ.

Reader: 34 Peter began to speak (to Cornelius and his household): “I now realize
that it is true that God treats everyone on the same basis. 35 Those who fear him
and do what 1s right are acceptable to him, no matter what race they belong to. 36
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, proclaiming the Good News
of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know of the great event
that took place throughout the land of Israel, beginning in Galilee after John



preached his message of baptism. 38 You know about Jesus of Nazareth and how
God poured out on him the Holy Spirit and power. He went everywhere, doing
good and healing all who were under the power of the Devil, for God was with
him. 39 We are witnesses of everything that he did in the land of Israel and in Jeru-
salem. Then they put him to death by nailing him to a cross. 40 But God raised him
from death three days later and caused him to appear, 41 not to everyone, but only
to the witnesses that God had already chosen, that is, to us who ate and drank with
him after he rose from death. 42 And he commanded us to preach the gospel to the
people and to testify that he is the one whom God has appointed judge of the living
and the dead. 43 All the prophets spoke about him, saying that all who believe in
him will have their sins forgiven through the power of his name.”

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 3:13-17

Introduction to the Gospel: Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by
John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s child.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 3rd chapter.

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

13 At that time Jesus arrived from Galilee and came to John at the Jordan to be
baptized by him. 14 But John tried to make him change his mind. “I ought to be
baptized by you,” John said, “and yet you have come to me!” 15 But Jesus an-
swered him, “Let it be so for now. For in this way we shall do all that God re-
quires.” So John agreed. 16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he came up out of the
water. Then heaven was opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God coming down
like a dove and lighting on him. 17 Then a voice said from heaven, “This is my
own dear Son, with whom I am pleased.”

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

Baptized in Water
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prom - ise, faith-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
giv - en, thank-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
chil - dren; joy - ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.

Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune

Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. Kindle
the gifts of your Spirit in your people. Accompany the newly baptized, those re-
cently ordained, and any beginning a new ministry. Inspire synodical leaders and
congregational councils to serve with imagination and wisdom. Lord, in your mer-

cy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’
baptism you reveal the waters of life. Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, and wa-



tersheds, including Tampa Bay, the Gulf of Mexico, and our local streams, bayous,
lakes, and ponds. Bring relief to parched lands and to communities without access
to safe water. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people
who flee from oppression, war, poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers,
caregivers, first responders, counselors, and all who help and heal. Comfort those
who are grieving or experiencing crisis. We pray for those on our prayer list, those
suffering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine and victims of mass
shootings, those suffering from natural disasters including hurricanes, blizzards
and floods & and these people and circumstances we name now................ and
those we name now with our lips or in our hearts .......... Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom
and power revealed in Christ crucified.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.



Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Q T Ju—— K, r— — [ P T
4 W — > ’n i I ¢ ‘J iJ i S cnmtnt ] S e B
p

Je-sus,  re - mem-ber me when you come in-to your king - dom.
0|
AT 1) —
(Y 7>—T— 7 i | 3 | ——————
P s s s 3 §¢ s8¢ 95 <

Je -sus, re - mem-ber me when you come mn-to your king - dom.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



TABLE BLESSING (AFTER COMMUNION IS SERVED)
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace. Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,

our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.

Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this
week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Light refreshments are served after the service. Please stay for cookies and conversation.
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